
PRESERVING OUR LEGACY AND 
EMPOWERING OHIO LANDOWNERS

THE POWER OF LONG-TERM LAND PROTECTION

Conserving our natural areas, farmland and forests through land 
protection agreements is crucial to preserving our way of life, our 
rural heritage, and our future. It also helps preserve the natural 
beauty of landscapes, while supporting wildlife, providing clean air 
and water, and offering recreational opportunities that contribute to 
the well-being of people and communities.

Easements play a vital role in this effort. These are legal agreements 
between landowners and conservation organizations that 
permanently limit uses of the land to protect the natural, scenic, 
or agricultural value of their land. By placing a conservation or 
agricultural easement on their property, landowners can ensure that 
the land remains undeveloped and preserved for future generations, 
while still retaining ownership and certain usage rights. Easements 
are particularly effective because they provide a flexible and 
voluntary way for landowners to contribute to conservation efforts, 
often with financial incentives such as tax benefits.
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According to recent polls…
There is overwhelming support for 
the use of voluntary land protection 
agreements. This support cuts across 
partisan lines, and 95% OF VOTERS 
support these agreements, including  
59% that ‘strongly’ support them.

92% OF VOTERS across the political 
spectrum believe we need to protect 
more land, water, and wildlife habitat.

91% OF VOTERS say ensuring  
family farms stay in the family is a  
reason to support maintaining land 
protection agreements.



Voluntary land protection agreements respect 
and uphold private property rights. 

	ɚ Voluntary land protection agreements allow 
landowners to preserve their land’s character and 
history while retaining ownership and control, 
ensuring its continued stewardship as it has been  
for generations.

Ohio’s outdoor recreation fuels our economy. 
	ɚ Outdoor activities like hiking, camping, hunting, 

fishing, and boating are more than just fun for 
Ohioans—they’re a major economic driver. In 2022 
alone, wildlife-based recreation, including hunting, 
fishing, and wildlife viewing, contributed nearly 
$12.5 billion to the state’s economy. These activities 
supported nearly 80,000 jobs and generated $4 
billion in income.

Preserving family farms is important to our 
agricultural heritage and productivity. 

	ɚ Agriculture is Ohio’s top industry. According to the 
American Farmland Trust, the United States loses 
2,000 acres of farmland every single day, mostly to 
encroaching cities and development. Continuing to 
allow American farmers and ranchers to enter into 
land protection agreements will help ensure family 
farms are passed on to the next generation, will help 
ensure local food production, and will retain the 
character of many small-town communities.

Healthy natural areas are essential for clean 
drinking water and clean air. 

	ɚ Wetlands, forests, grasslands and other protected 
areas function as natural filters, purifying water and 
capturing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. This 
contributes to cleaner water and reduces impacts 
from severe storms and other natural disasters.

Access to green space is proven to improve 
community wellbeing. 

	ɚ In Ohio, studies have shown that access to green 
spaces is linked to higher property values, higher 
satisfaction with living conditions, and a stronger 
sense of community.

VOLUNTARY LAND  
PROTECTION AGREEMENTS

GOOD FOR OHIOANS AND THE PLANET
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“Placing a conservation easement on our 
11.5-acre homestead has been transfor-
mative. We’ve enjoyed a $70,000 tax 
deduction, learned invaluable land stew-
ardship tips such as removing invasive 
species and planting slow-maturing trees, 
and ensured our land remains undevel-
oped. This decision has inspired us to 
donate our property to a local Commu-
nity Land Trust for future generations. It 
brings us immense peace knowing our 
beloved land will stay natural forever.” 

—BEVERLY AND BOB JURICK, landowners since 1964

“I see land as part of a heritage. If you look at land as a long-term 
investment, you’re going to have a constant flow of income. Using an 
agricultural easement aligns with my goals to protect the farmland and 
get the tax benefit out of it. As we look at farmland being consumed, 
at the end of the day if everything is growing around me and my land is 
still farmland, that’s very rewarding. I’d encourage anyone considering 
an easement to look at the big picture. Look at what the benefits will 
be after we leave this Earth. That’s an incredible legacy.” 

—BILL FRANKART, Seneca County Commissioner

“Inspired by Doug Tallamy’s Bringing Nature Home, we realized that our 
land was home to important native plants and played a crucial role in fil-
tering water and managing runoff. We now have a thriving wetland filled 
with plants and pollinators that filter water before it flows into Rainbow 
Run, a tributary of the Little Miami River. We couldn’t do this without a 
conservation easement. The easement makes sure this piece of land will 
continue to act as a water filter and a wetland habitat. In the future, when 
we sell this land, our wishes will continue to be protected. The new own-
ers can continue to enjoy the land, using it for fishing, hunting, picnicking, 
but it will never be plowed under or built upon. This land will help to keep 
Ohio’s water clean and its land green for future generations to come.” 

—TOM AND SUSAN MILLER, landowners

REAL VOICES, REAL IMPACT
OHIO LANDOWNERS SHARE THEIR EASEMENT STORIES
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