
Please sign up to volunteer or 
attend these events. Visit  
beavercreekwetlands.org/event 

Great Backyard Bird Count 
Friday, Feb 17 – Monday, Feb 20 

Cabin Fever Hike 
Saturday, Feb 18, 2:00pm – 4:00pm 
Oakes Quarry 

Volunteer Rally 
Saturday, Feb 25, 10:00am – 12:00pm 
Peace Lutheran Church, Beavercreek 

Zimmerman Prairie Stewardship Project 
Thursday, Mar 9, 10:00am – 3:00pm 
Zimmerman Prairie State Nature Preserve 

Bluebird Nest Box Training 
Sunday, Mar 12, 2:00pm – 3:30pm 
Location TBD 

Snow Trillium & Skunk Cabbage Hunt 
Thursday, Mar 23, 9:30am – 11:45am 
Pearl’s Fen 
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 This time of year, the sun sets 
early, and the mercury sits low in the 
thermometer. It’s easy to hunker down 
indoors, curl up with a good book and 
a cup of cocoa, and cozily enjoy the 
steady flow of holidays and 
celebrations, the winter solstice, and 
the turning of the calendar year. But 
still, the wetlands beckon! Sure, the 
landscape is a little less colorful than 
it was a few months ago, and comfort 
might require a few extra layers of 
insulation. But it’s a great time to 
watch woodpeckers foraging along the 

leafless trees, or blackbirds swarming 
in for their evening roost. And though 
they are temporarily hidden away, we 
can marvel and ponder at how the 
myriad aquatic critters – the turtles, 
frogs, and dragonfly larvae – make it 
through the months of cold. So, 
harness the spirits of the season as you 
visit the winter wetlands: join your 
family for a boardwalk stroll; 
celebrate the natural beauty in our 
midst; and take in the sunsets and 
moonrises that mark the passing 
calendar. That first sign of impending 

spring—a purple sprout of skunk 
cabbage, the hoot of nesting great 
horned owls? Spring must be coming 
soon! As BCWA enters its 35th year of 
operations – another worthy target of 
celebration – thanks to all for 
supporting, conserving, and 
appreciating the Beaver Creek 
wetlands. Enjoy the season! 

– David Goldstein

BCWA Board President

 On Thanksgiving Day in 1999, landowner 
Lou Gingell called Jim Amon asking if Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Association was interested in 
purchasing his land. By January 2000, BCWA 
owned what is now named James P. Amon 
Biodiversity Reserve.  

Jim, along with BCWA trustees and 
supporters were the momentum behind the 
purchase of the land. Over the last 22 years, he 
has been instrumental in restoration of the marsh 
and upland prairie creating a diverse habitat for 
flora and fauna and a place for the community to 
enjoy.  

It was only fitting that in 2019, the land 
known as Fairborn Marsh was renamed James P. 
Amon Biodiversity Reserve. On Saturday, 
September 24, 2022, Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Association held the official dedication to celebrate Jim and this beautiful 
land, now his namesake. Congratulations, Jim! 

– Beth Edsall

Jim’s family helped him celebrate. (Left to right) Jim’s wife, Carol, son 
Jeffrey, grandson Jackson, daughter Julie, Jim, daughter-in-law Mona 

“Thanksgiving Day has been 
special to me ever since.” 

– Jim Amon

LEFT: Beavercreek Mayor, Bob Stone (left) and Fairborn Deputy Mayor, Kevin Knepp (right) 
present Jim (center) with city proclamations celebrating the dedication 
RIGHT: Overlooking the marsh from the observation deck during the Amon Reserve tour 
following the ceremony 

James P. Amon 
Biodiversity 
Reserve is a 
major portion 
of phase 3 of 
the Spotted 
Turtle Trail 
Project. See 
page 7 for 
details on the 
exciting 
improvements 
planned for 
2023! 
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 Last spring volunteers began the task of cover mapping the Beaver Creek wetlands, the first attempt since 1802. The 
original mapping determined boundaries of prairies, wetlands, forests, and thickets based on the plant communities along 
the corridor. Much of our experience is likely the same as we walk through the mucky, thick terrain identifying plants. 
However, using modern technology, such as GPS, makes the process smoother than, for example, measuring with chains 
as they did in 1802. When complete, we will have a detailed digital map to observe the border changes to the habitats and 
determine their management needs. 
 Our journey started at Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve. Two to three days a week, volunteers ventured out to collect 
data by identifying plants and plant communities throughout the reserve. The cover mapping project was slow to start, but 
the pace picked up as we adjusted to the difficult terrain. Over time, volunteers participated on a more regular basis 
making data collection more efficient as plant identification skills improved. With forty-five acres surveyed during 
twenty-six field collection days, we averaged 1.7 hours per acre. I believe the pace will continue to pick up.  
 Now is your chance to be part of history in the making! We still have more than 460 acres to be surveyed. To become 
a cover mapping volunteer, contact me at debmckee456@gmail.com. 

– Deb McKee

Learn more about the 1802 cover mapping on page 6 of our Spring 2022 Spotted Turtle Newsletter. 

Volunteers Yvonne Cecil (left) and 
Mary Klunk (right) recording their 
findings 
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Based on partial data gathered by Deb and her team, this map shows the 
preliminary survey findings at Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve 

Volunteers Jim Robinson (left) and 
Kendall Hobbs (right) ready to 
begin onsite training 

Area being restored to prairie and forest 

https://beavercreekwetlands.org/the-spotted-turtle-spring-2022/
https://beavercreekwetlands.org/news-updates/
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 Be a citizen scientist! The Great Backyard Bird Count, sponsored by The Cornell Lab, National Audubon Society, and 
Birds Canada, will take place Presidents Day weekend. Join the global four-day event to watch, hear, and count birds from 
your favorite park or right from home. Counting birds helps ornithologists monitor 
and protect bird populations prior to their spring migration. Learn how to 
participate and submit data by visiting birdcount.org/participate.  
 

 

 
Soft snow fell on the chilly morning of December 17, 2022, as 36 citizen 

scientists participated in the Audubon’s 123rd Christmas Bird Count. We 
monitored six locations this year as part of the count for Greene County. The data 
collected allows Audubon to further understand our impact on bird habitats and 
populations across the globe. Participants identified 42 species with a total of 
2,240 birds counted. A special thanks to Deb Adams, Dan Enders, Sean Hollowell, 
Brandon Hough, Rick Leuhrs, Dave Nolin, and Jim Schneider who led our teams.  
 

Families flocked to our annual Monarch Tagging event on September 17, 2022, at Koogler 
Wetland/Prairie Reserve. After learning about the butterfly lifecycle, participants grabbed nets 
to search the prairie for the migrating monarchs and 
participated in fun activities and crafts. Koogler Reserve 
delivered a modest 5 monarchs this year, but kids watched in 
wonder as each butterfly was released with an official Monarch 
Watch tag attached to its wing. Learn more 
at www.monarchwatch.org.  
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Kids had fun releasing monarchs and learning about butterfly lifecycles 

16 monarchs were tagged from 
September 18 through October 16 
 

9 females and 7 males 
 

5 caught and tagged at the event, 11 
reared and tagged on private property 
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This curious Yellow-rumped Warbler 
gave Siebenthaler Fen bird counters 
a close-up look 

Learn more about the Christmas Bird Count at audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-bird-count 
See BCWA's count by location at beavercreekwetlands.org/bcwa-2022-cbc-by-location  

https://beavercreekwetlands.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/BCWA-2022-CBC-by-Location.pdf
https://www.birdcount.org/participate/
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-bird-count
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Fig. 2 – 5 left to right: Red-spotted purples, eyed browns, Peck’s skippers, and Isabella moths (shown as its caterpillar 
the wooly bear) die at the end of their breeding season, and their caterpillars survive the winter.  

 
 
 Something like five dozen species 
of butterflies inhabit the Beaver Creek 
wetlands, from diminutive least 
skippers and tailed blues to showy 
red-spotted purples and giant 
swallowtails. They are a highlight of a 
summer walk. But now that it’s 
winter, butterflies have disappeared 
from the landscape. Where have they 
gone? 
 Cold weather presents butterflies 
with two main problems. First, like 
most insects, butterflies are 
ectothermic (cold-blooded,) meaning 
their body temperature is determined 
by the temperature of their 
environment (unlike birds and 
mammals that regulate their body 
temperature). At cold temperatures, 
body functions, like the ability to fly, 
slow down to the point of becoming 
nonfunctional. The second problem is 
that most butterflies feed on nectar, 
and when flowering season ends, 
there’s nothing left to eat. What’s a 
butterfly to do? 
 One option is to leave for 
someplace warmer (Fig. 1). Butterflies 
fly fast enough that seasonal migration 
is feasible. However, only a few 
species do so. For example, many 
monarchs of the eastern United States, 
including those marked at BCWA’s 
annual monarch tagging event, fly 
south to a few concentrated sites in 
Mexico for winter. Painted ladies and 
red admirals migrate similar long 
distances, though they winter over a 
wider area than monarchs. Common 
buckeyes largely winter in the 
southern US and move north during 
summer.  

 However, most of our local 
butterfly species remain in Ohio year-
round and so they must (somehow) 
tolerate the cold. Doing so entails one 
substantial risk: ice! Animals are full 
of watery body fluids and freezing of 
those fluids could be highly injurious. 
(When water in cells freezes it 
expands and forms sharp crystals that 
can destroy their cells.) How do 
butterflies avoid that injury?  
 Surprisingly, despite the “sub-
freezing” temperatures that we 
experience each winter, one solution 
for resident insects actually is to avoid 
freezing. It turns out that even pure 
water can chill to way below its 
freezing point without turning to ice, 
so long as nothing triggers initial ice 
crystallization. That capacity for 
supercooling (i.e., for remaining 
liquid even at temperatures below the 
freezing point) can be enhanced by 
having glycerol or similar chemicals 
in the body fluids. Many insects, 
including butterflies, do that. In 
addition, freeze-avoiding insects 
produce proteins that function as 

antifreeze, inhibiting ice crystals from 
forming and growing. Using these 
strategies, various butterflies can 
survive temperatures as low as -4 to -
22oF (-20 to -30oC) without freezing. 
Pretty cool (so to speak)!! (You can 
Google “supercooled water demo” for 
some good demonstrations.) 
 The specific ability to avoid 
versus tolerate freezing has not been 
tested in most of our local butterfly 
species. Probably supercooling is a 
widespread capability, whereas fewer 
species possess the mechanisms to 
survive being frozen, and that 
probably limits how far north each 
species can survive. The life stage of 
the butterfly that tolerates the cold 
season is known, though, and it differs 
among species. Butterflies transition 
from egg to larva (caterpillar) to pupa 
(chrysalis) to adult (butterfly). In most 
species, the adult butterflies die before 
cold weather arrives and their 
offspring, egg, caterpillar, or 
chrysalis, is the form that overwinters. 
For example, banded hairstreaks 
overwinter as eggs; Baltimore 
checkerspots, great spangled 
fritillaries and red-spotted purples 
overwinter as caterpillars (Fig. 2 – 5); 
and azures and swallowtails spend the 
winter in the chrysalis (Fig. 6, 7). 
Whatever the over-wintering stage, 
development commences when warm 
weather returns. 
 A few species, including 
commas, question marks, and 
mourning cloaks, do overwinter as 
adults, hidden away in tree crevices 
or other secluded spots (Fig. 8, 9). 

 
 
 
 
 

Continued next, page 

Figure 1: This common buckeye is 
preparing to head south as the Ohio 
weather cools. 
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These species sometimes reemerge on 
warm mid-winter days to feed on sap 
or fruit juices (watch for them!), and 
they’re the first to reappear in spring. 
Their wings often suffer wear and tear 
over winter, but they have first dibs on 
springtime resources. 

Regardless of the life stage that 
overwinters, it must survive for 
several months on stored energy 
reserves. To stretch those reserves, 
butterfly larvae, pupae, or adults enter 
a state of suspended animation called 
diapause, during which most body 
processes stop, and energy use is 

minimized. Diapause typically is 
triggered by shortening daylight; as 
the days brighten and warm again in 
spring, active life starts back up. 
 As you walk the wetlands this 
winter, you probably won’t see any 
butterflies. But know that they will 
return in the spring – some of them 
flying in from the south, some 
emerging from their hiding places, 
and some after a round or two of 
maturation and metamorphosis. 
Butterflies harness some amazing 
strategies – migration, supercooling, 
freeze-tolerance, diapause – to survive 

winter. And then, with the return of 
summer sunshine, they add a touch of 
magic to the wetlands. 
 

 – David Goldstein

 
He 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
On November 17, 2022, BCWA staff, Jacki Mayer, Beth Edsall and 

Shandah Brannen, attended the Beavercreek Chamber of Commerce 2022 
Annual Meeting and Awards event. Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Association was honored in receiving the 

2022 Gussie Jones Civic 
Award for our continued 
dedication to protect the 
wetlands, and our commitment 
in providing educational and 
recreational opportunities to 
the community through the 
creation of the Spotted Turtle 
Trail.  

 

Fig. 9: Mourning cloaks are among 
the earliest butterflies to emerge in 
spring. 

Fig. 8: Comma butterfly 

Fig. 6, 7: The chrysalis of the black swallowtail is green in summer, but brown 
in fall to camouflage well with winter vegetation.  
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Temperatures in Dayton don’t often drop below super-cooling tolerances; but what if 
they do? For insects to survive freezing, they need to protect their cells from ice 
damage. Strategies to achieve that can include dehydration ahead of freezing; special 
proteins that induce freezing of body fluids outside of cells (thereby protecting the 
cells themselves); and cryo-protective chemicals that stabilize structures in cells while 
the animal is frozen. Only some butterflies – as caterpillar, chrysalis, or adult – are 
tolerant of being frozen. 

Beavercreek Chamber Vice President, Chris 
McClure (left) and President, Wendy 
Rodgers (right) present Executive Director, 
Jacki Mayer with BCWA’s award. 
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t 

      As I promised in the last newsletter, I want to share the exciting 2023 plans for Phase 3. Our goal is 
to connect Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve, James P. Amon Biodiversity Reserve and Valle View 
Reserve just south of Dayton-Yellow Springs Road. We will remove lots of invasive species and add 
another mile of boardwalk with much of this work in Amon Reserve and connecting lands to the north. 
As you can see in the site improvement plan, Amon Reserve will have new surface trails and 
boardwalks taking you much closer to the marsh and fen. We have carefully planned a bird blind near 

the marsh and an observation deck near the fen to experience the amazing shore 
birds, waterfowl, and other wetland fauna and flora up close. We are excited to 
create dozens of new signs and introduce a new entrance, parking lot, and 
bathroom. We have been working with the County Engineer and the City of 
Fairborn Engineer to connect Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve and Amon 
Reserve by creating a safe pedestrian crossing over New Germany Trebein 
Road. The crossing will include push to activate traffic lights run off solar 
power. Throughout 2023, whether you are visiting Koogler Reserve, Amon 
Reserve, or Valle View, you’ll likely see work crews and volunteers helping to 
make all this possible. We can’t wait to have you enjoy the transformation next 
year. Help make this possible! Sign up to volunteer on our website or contact 
Outreach Director, Beth Edsall, at (937) 320-9042, or 
bedsall@beavercreekwetland.org. 

– Ken Moran

Spotted Turtle Trail Project Lead 

      We have delayed the completion of Phase 2 to 
allow additional enhancements along the trail. With the 
help of amazing volunteers, great stuff continues every 
day with new benches, signs, bridge improvements, 
and additional boardwalk construction. We are 
targeting Spring of 2023 for a ribbon cutting ceremony. 
I hope everyone comes out and helps us celebrate! 

UPLAND 
PRAIRIE 

TO BEERMAN 
FEN & VALLE 

VIEW RESERVE 

NEW ENTRANCE 
PARKING LOT 

AND RESTROOM 

NEW BIRD 
BLIND 

ADDITIONAL 
OBSERVATION 

DECK 

FEN
 

TO KOOGLER WETLAND 
PRAIRIE RESERVE 

R

NEW GERMANY TREBEIN RD 
TO KOOGLER WETLAND/ 
PRAIRIE RESERVE 

TO 
BEERMAN 
FEN & 
VALLE 
VIEW 
RESERVE 

New bench in Dave Nolin Wetland 
Reserve 

Beautiful new entry sign at James P. 
Amon Biodiversity Reserve 

Replacement railing at Beaver 
Creek Wetland Reserve 

Deck bench added at Dane 
Mutter Prairie 

See drone footage of the Phase 3 area, JABR Aerial View [Video] youtube.com/@beavercreekwetlandsassocia7702/videos 

Bike rack and sign near 
Hunter’s Ridge 

Left to Right: Preliminary plan for Amon Reserve; Skip Beehler moving pallets of new hardware with our Kubota tractor; 
McCabe Lumber delivering one of a dozen truckloads of material for Phase 3 
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 In the early days of the Association, volunteers who came out to help with land management work brought their own 
tools and equipment for the job at hand. Some of them even donated tools and equipment they no longer needed for 
personal use. The weekends saw sometimes dozens of volunteers coming out to clear invasive plants, seed new prairies, 
plant new native plants and trees, or create new trails or boardwalks.  
 Over time, the acreage we were managing grew but the number of volunteers gradually declined. To compensate for 
the loss of volunteers, we felt we needed equipment to enable us to do more work with fewer volunteers. Through the 
years, we have acquired equipment to help with the work: 

 One area where we seem to draw a good group of volunteers is for 
trail and boardwalk construction. The Dayton Hikers have been a 
tremendous help with clearing trails and building boardwalk for the 
Spotted Turtle Trail. They even raised money to rent a large chipper on a 
recent trail clearing project. We have several corporate groups who come 
out to assist with a specific project. We still have scouts seeking to earn 
their eagle rank who come to us for a finite project, lasting a couple days. 
 As time continues, there are fewer and fewer regular volunteers for 
our weekend crews. The need for volunteers is larger than ever even 
though we have more equipment and tools to assist us with the work. We 
need weekend volunteers who are willing to give us 3 hours on a Saturday 
or Sunday to pick away at the never-ending invasive plant control, replant native plants, or trim and clean trails and 
boardwalks. We have the tools to provide if you don’t have what is needed. We also need more equipment operators and 
more crew leaders. If you can spare a few hours during the week, let us know. We can always use the help. 

– Jim SchneiderJim Schneider recently stepped down as our Land Management Committee Chair. Skip Beehler 
is his replacement. A heartfelt thanks to Jim and all he has done and will continue to do for our 
wetlands. Thank you, Jim! 

The Dayton Hikers raised money to rent a chipper 
for several honeysuckle removals this fall 

Jim Schneider driving a family of volunteers to 
the work site on our Polaris 

Proud volunteers (left to right), Wayne 
Cook, Jim Schneider, Dave Brewer, and 
Ken Moran show off their work on the 
newly constructed boardwalk at Dave 
Nolin Wetland Reserve 

 Two chippers were donated to help reduce biomass when
clearing invasive plants. Other donations were push
mowers and riding mowers to help keep the trails passable.
Recently donated were seven battery-powered tools along
with batteries and chargers to assist us with repair,
maintenance, and construction of boardwalks.

 In 2011, Dr Jim Amon helped write a grant to acquire
three major pieces of property by easement and/or
purchase. The grant included funds to purchase a Polaris
ATV to transport 5 volunteers to remote sites, a 50-gallon
tank sprayer to attack large stands of invasive plants, a
portable water pump to fill the tank sprayer, a chain saw and a
string trimmer.

 Our 2014 fall campaign raised funds to reforest a section of
James P. Amon Biodiversity Reserve with native trees. Renting
equipment to dig holes instead of digging holes manually
allowed for quicker planting. Scout troops, local neighbors, and
BCWA members planted 344 trees! The trees required watering
for three years post planting.

 In 2017, Jane Henry and a group known as 100 Women Making
a Difference in Greene County, awarded BCWA a grant to
purchase a two-wheeled tractor with a flail mower, brush
chipper, rotary broom, and a brush mower.

 In 2019, a board member donated a three-point hitch flail mower.
We purchased a vintage 1952 John Deere tractor and later upgraded
to a slightly used Kubota tractor (see image, bottom of page 7) with
4-wheel drive and a loader bucket. Since then, a post hole digger and
a finish mower were donated, and we purchased a set of forks to
move materials.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
A

nd
y 

N
ie

ka
m

p 
P

ho
to

 b
y 

Sk
ip

 B
ee

hl
er

  
P

ho
to

 b
y 

B
et

h 
E

ds
al

l 



9 See this newsletter online at beavercreekwetlands.org/news-updates 

 The Stanford Center on Longevity (longevity.stanford.edu) studied why people who want to volunteer in their 
communities never take the first step to help. The main findings include a feeling of nervousness in not knowing what to 
do, opportunities do not fit with one’s schedule, and/or no one asked.  
 Well let’s get the latter out of the way. HEAR YE, HEAR YE! I, Beth Edsall, officially ask each and every reader to 
volunteer! Contribution of your time, great or small, is always appreciated. You will meet like-minded people and you 
make a difference in protecting the Beaver Creek wetlands!  
 Many of our volunteer opportunities are based on the availability of fellow volunteers. We offer outdoor land 
management work on the weekends and during the week. Volunteers such as those who lead walks, schedule them at his 
or her convenience. Even most committee meetings are scheduled when committee members are available. 
 Now, based on the reason of trepidation, I am excited to introduce new events and website additions to ease uneasy 
feelings. Some new features are to add simplicity, and some are new items for BCWA volunteers!

 On Saturday, February 25, 2023, BCWA will hold its first Volunteer Rally! Our rally is for those interested in 
learning more about volunteer options and what to expect when volunteering with us. Meet our land management team to 
learn firsthand about techniques used in keeping our wetlands beautiful. Meet committee heads to learn the inner 
operations of the organization including our projects, education, engagement, and fundraising. If you are already a 
volunteer, join us and bring a friend! Join us at Peace Lutheran Church, 3530 Dayton Xenia Road beginning at 10:00am. 
A continental breakfast will be served. Visit beavercreekwetlands.org/event for more information and to register.  

 Now, it’s easier than ever to sign up your group to volunteer. Whether you are with a social or civic community-based 
organization or club, or from a business that team-builds through community volunteering, we have open opportunities 
from March through November. Visit beavercreekwetlands.org/group for more details. 

Coming soon! To help new volunteers, or those who need a refresher, we will add information on our website to 
describe the invasive species plants we remove during our volunteer crews. The list includes how to identify each plant 
and, since some plants require different methods of removal, the techniques BCWA uses to remove them. Of course, our 
crew leaders and experienced volunteers are always there to help on site. 

 No more printing, filling out and remembering to bring our BCWA liability waiver. Volunteers who work outdoors 
can now submit our liability waiver online. It’s quick and easy. Save a tree and get a jump start by completing one for 
yourself and any minors who will volunteer with us in 2023! Visit beavercreekwetlands.org/volunteer.  

 Coming soon! Volunteers will input volunteer hours via our new portal. No login or 
password needed. Just a few clicks when you arrive at the worksite or volunteer from 
home will help us with the important task of tracking volunteer hours.  

Flaunt your affiliation with BCWA as you proudly sport your new volunteer t-shirt. 

 We need land management crew leaders who can devote once a month, once a week,
or whatever your schedule allows to lead groups to remove invasive species or
maintain trails.

 We are developing children and adult educational programs and need people to teach
what they know and learn new things so they can teach others.

 Our website needs updated details about parking lots, trail accessibility, and key
features of the parks and reserves. This requires visiting locations and documenting observations.

 We need volunteers to video record certain land management tasks to add instructional videos to our website.

– Beth Edsall

Outreach Director 

https://longevity.stanford.edu/
https://beavercreekwetlands.org/event/
https://beavercreekwetlands.org/group/
https://beavercreekwetlands.org/volunteer/
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 Ralph Overton has been an 
amazing regular member of the land 
management Saturday crew for the 
past few years. He is tall and lanky 
and can climb the work site hills like a 
mountain goat. I interviewed him at 
his Kettering home where I met his 
wife Ellen, his friendly fuzzy 
Pomeranian dog Remington, and his 
four-month-old cat Lily, who recently 
adopted the family. 
 Ralph’s interest in nature was 
sparked by his father, a science 
teacher. He was an outdoor kid, 
camping and biking for fun in his 
childhood hometown of Hudson River 
Valley, New York. He grew his own 
vegetables and collected edible nuts. 
He proudly showed me his specialized 
walnut cracker made to crack the 
walnut’s hard shell. In Cub Scouts, he 
began three amazing plant scrapbooks. 
He pressed and dried plants in 
magazines, covered them with 
cellophane then taped them on 
cardstock pages. The scrapbooks, 
arranged by plant families, identify 
the name of the plant, where he found 
it and the date. His earliest examples 
are from the 1940s.  
 Ralph came to Ohio to attend 
Antioch College where he earned a 
degree in chemistry. He spent most of 
his career at Wright-Patterson Air 

Force Base as a quality control 
chemist, analyzing military materials. 
He volunteered for the Yellow Springs 
Fire Department for thirty years and 
besides BCWA has volunteered for 
Glen Helen and Five Rivers 
MetroParks, concentrating on 
restoring Hills and Dales after Five 
Rivers MetroParks acquired it.  
 Most of his volunteering with the 
nature agencies has been combatting 
invasive honeysuckle. He was around 
when glyphosate was first used as an 
herbicide and has studied and devised 
various application techniques such as 
mixing the herbicide with paper pulp 
to increase the residence time on the 
cut stumps and smaller stems. 
“Getting enough on the plant can be a 

problem. It’s hard to get everything 
the first time.” We discussed in detail 
his experience with foliar sprays and 
even hand removing sprouts on 
honeysuckle. Ralph devised a method 
of sectioning off areas with string and 
stakes when a large crew of volunteers 
is working to assure areas are not 
missed when removing invasive 
plants. In discussing invasive plant 
control, Ralph uses his analytical 
mind and scientific knowledge to 
address the problems.  
 Ralph became a BCWA volunteer 
during the COVID pandemic. Five 
Rivers MetroParks suspended its 
volunteer program, but with masking 
and social distancing BCWA 
continued outdoor work. Ralph is out 
on Saturday mornings ready to go! 
 

 – Lois Gschwender 
 

 
 

 Each week as I see volunteers 
help take out invasive species, write 
thank you notes, lead walks, build 
boardwalks, or work on committees, I 
think of a childhood story called Stone 
Soup. A stranger enters a village 
where food is scarce, so the people 
hoard the few morsels they have. The 
stranger boils a large pot of water with 
“magic” stones he says will feed the 
villagers. He convinces the villagers 
to each add small portions of meat and 

vegetables and soon there 
is soup for everyone! 
 A few hours spent by 
a group of individuals makes such a 
difference and we see results. From 
new boardwalks and maintained trails 
to educational walks, volunteers make 
the wetlands a place of enjoyment and 
enrichment in our community. As we 
roll into 2023 and celebrate Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Association’s 35th 
anniversary, I am grateful for the 

thousands of helping hands along 
the way that bring us to this point. 
I wholeheartedly thank you for 
dedicating your time and energy 

to this organization. But don’t forget 
to thank yourselves and each other. 
Volunteers ARE Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Association!  
  

 – Beth Edsall 
 

Outreach Director

 

A prairie gayfeather (prairie 
blazing star) scrapbook entry 
from 1952. 
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Ralph looking through one of his 
three scrapbooks he created 
beginning in the 1940s.  
 

 

https://www.learningtogive.org/sites/default/files/handouts/Story_Stone_Soup.pdf?__cf_chl_captcha_tk__=cb33be7e02909253e5a4dc6e63d60cdf27361631-1584927820-0-AW1pjqHmfbGrSjpGXFx9K5LzkEzRcGtLb9hE6_18TRT--Z4NoH8gqQmSyUuefdLBQAXzQs1HFb9nHMHrV_Gt7eU8Kbb1PgWp6Mj-FvqJpW0Pd6Ve-A7uCFjQcV57V1EpePrbHVdtiPyxmwCtLcwsD027uhc6Q_x_sX3OgkwDp2i3ZGSd0JRAfrnpEVuO_EgTNtIltS-WKqsbvHn-pmD-sYSqiGNJcmS56N4jcUxlkAdmfNCeYRM4rl3SDnxPn5Fj268cNiCtfrN768H__Lq8IgUZz-p7ykHItRBn70_c-grPmUHhRnTdGUvX38-B1fJtWWPbCxtRlqHNUEry5OnHOj4StdiJdOxHhKVfZVqfjzB9jmoyGNccHrIdmBqFdPf-jW9idC8PzNDxccrT5M_BZb9HlmhyYSQZg3zWSbjeRzDILcH3j8fuGg1ZkGI2Sj3AuHaAIcOZBUdgAvpZ7ok190E
https://www.learningtogive.org/sites/default/files/handouts/Story_Stone_Soup.pdf?__cf_chl_captcha_tk__=cb33be7e02909253e5a4dc6e63d60cdf27361631-1584927820-0-AW1pjqHmfbGrSjpGXFx9K5LzkEzRcGtLb9hE6_18TRT--Z4NoH8gqQmSyUuefdLBQAXzQs1HFb9nHMHrV_Gt7eU8Kbb1PgWp6Mj-FvqJpW0Pd6Ve-A7uCFjQcV57V1EpePrbHVdtiPyxmwCtLcwsD027uhc6Q_x_sX3OgkwDp2i3ZGSd0JRAfrnpEVuO_EgTNtIltS-WKqsbvHn-pmD-sYSqiGNJcmS56N4jcUxlkAdmfNCeYRM4rl3SDnxPn5Fj268cNiCtfrN768H__Lq8IgUZz-p7ykHItRBn70_c-grPmUHhRnTdGUvX38-B1fJtWWPbCxtRlqHNUEry5OnHOj4StdiJdOxHhKVfZVqfjzB9jmoyGNccHrIdmBqFdPf-jW9idC8PzNDxccrT5M_BZb9HlmhyYSQZg3zWSbjeRzDILcH3j8fuGg1ZkGI2Sj3AuHaAIcOZBUdgAvpZ7ok190E
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See this newsletter online at beavercreekwetlands.org/news-updates  

 
 

Click here to view the entire list of 2022 volunteers 
or visit beavercreekwetlands.org/volunteer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2022 BCWA Total Volunteer Hours 
 

Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Association had 261 volunteers 
in 2022; more than double the 
number of volunteers the two 
previous years! These caring 
people spent more than 6,200 
hours helping with land 
management, educational 
programming, and 
administrative tasks. 

2022 Educational Activities 
 

Festivals and Events 
71 hours - 10% 

(Booth attendants at EcoFest, Adventure Summit, etc.) 
 

Guided Hikes 
99 hours - 14% 

(Leading an 
educational walk 

or hike) 

Programs & Presentations 
519 hours - 75% 

(Monarch Tagging, Christmas Bird Count, etc., 
newsletter contributions, speaking engagements) 

 

2022 Land Management Activities 

Trail Building and 
Maintenance 

2,266 hours - 49% 
(Trail/boardwalk 

construction and repair, 
mowing and trimming) 

Planting 
241 hours - 5% 

(Seed collection, pre-planting 
care and preparation, sowing 
seeds, Planting plugs, trees 

and shrubs, watering)  
 

Property 
Maintenance 

684 hours - 15% 
(Cleanups, clearing 

downed trees) 
 

Equipment & Supplies 
171 hours - 4% 

(Purchasing and preparing 
supplies, repairing equipment) 

 

Administration 
311 hours - 7% 
(Planning training, 

monitoring) 
 

Invasive Control 
946 hours - 20% 

(Removing invasive plant species) 
 

Administrative 
895 hours - 14% 

(Non-land management committee meetings, board 
meetings, fundraising, marketing, etc.) 

 

Education 
688 hours - 11% 

(See a detailed distribution in the green box below) 
 

Land Management 
4,618 hours - 74% 

(See a detailed distribution in the blue box below) 
 

https://beavercreekwetlands.org/volunteer/
https://beavercreekwetlands.org/news-updates/
https://beavercreekwetlands.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2022-BCWA-Volunteers.pdf
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Moving? New email address? 
Don’t miss an issue! Call 937-320-9042 or email: 

info@beavercreekwetlands.org 
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Visit Us Online  

Website: www.beavercreekwetlands.org 

@beavercreekwetlands   

@beaver.creek.wetlands 

@BCWetlands 

 @beavercreekwetlandsassocia7702 

Linkedin.com/company/beavercreekwetlands  
 

Technical Advisor 
James Amon 
technical@beavercreekwetlands.org 
Have a question about the wetlands or 
its inhabitants? Ask Dr. Amon! 
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P
ho

to
s 

by
 M

ik
e 

M
us

ha
la

 

On December 21, 2022, days after volunteers saw bald eagles 
during the Christmas Bird Count (see page 4), Mike Mushala 
spotted this one at Siebenthaler Fen. 




