
These ladies 
enjoy the beauty 
of Siebenthaler 
Fen as they take a 
stroll just as the 
fall season 
begins. 
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Early fall still emits purple 
beauty of the Closed Gentian 

Fall colors alive at Siebenthaler Fen 
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A Blue-winged Teal wading at 
Beaver Creek Wetland Reserve 
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https://beavercreekwetlands.org/event/
https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/about-ODNR/wildlife
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 I am writing this message on 
Labor Day. And so, just as the 
federal holiday celebrates the labor 
of American workers, I am happy to 
take this occasion to recognize and 
celebrate the labor of BCWA and its 
supporters. The few months since 
the previous issue of this newsletter 
have been highly productive. Phase 
2 of the Spotted Turtle Trail is 
moving forward with spectacular 
results (the boardwalk at the Dave 
Nolin Wetland Reserve surely will 
be a regional highlight), and funding 

and planning for Phase 3 (a trail and 
boardwalk through the James P. 
Amon Biodiversity Reserve) are 
well underway. Meanwhile, other 
BCWA activities, including hikes, 
educational programs, trail 
maintenance, outreach to members 
and supporters, fundraising, and land 
use planning, have been equally 
active. As you can well imagine, 
accomplishing all those activities 
represents a true team effort. Labor 
Day often is considered the 
unofficial end of summer. But that 

transition means little to the pace of 
BCWA’s activities, and autumn is 
another beautiful season in the 
wetlands. We look forward to your 
continuing involvement with BCWA 
in the remaining months of 2022—
whether the tools you use for that 
involvement include a drill and 
hammer, a checkbook, or walking 
shoes and a camera. See you out 
there! 

– David Goldstein

BCWA Board President 

 Having an interest in bluebird nest box monitoring, Ann 
and Dave Hasbach and Eric Marcus accepted the challenge to 
monitor the seven nest boxes at James P. Amon Biodiversity 
Reserve. After receiving onsite training and new monitoring 
kits, Ann, Dave, and Eric set out alternate weeks to monitor 
the boxes. After each visit, the monitor recorded and shared 
data about each nest box. With the help of mentors Bethany 
and Jordan Gray, the new volunteers received ongoing 
training and feedback to make the nests habitable and safe 
for the nestlings. 
 Thanks to Ann, Dave, and Eric for monitoring the 
bluebird nest boxes at Amon Reserve. A special thanks to 
Bethany and Jordan for their guidance of these new monitors. 

 Monitoring involves conservation practices that include the legal removal of 
invasive House Sparrows that negatively impact native bird species’ populations. 
Since 2015, the prairie trail at Amon Reserve has been monitored annually during 
the nesting season (March through August.) We have observed that the native Tree 
Swallow is the most commonly fledged bird having adapted to nesting in Bluebird 
boxes. The marsh provides an abundance of insects. Tree Swallows are aerial 
insectivores, meaning they catch their meals while flying. According to the 
North American Bluebird Society, it is estimated that a single brood of 4 to 7 
Tree Swallow nestlings can consume 300,000 insects over an average nesting 
period. Free mosquito control! 
 In the past 3 years, at least one pair of Bluebirds has attempted a nest at 
Amon Reserve.  

 2020 – Three Bluebirds successfully fledged from one brood.
 2021 – Two Bluebirds successfully fledged.
 2022 – There was only one brood of Bluebirds, but none survived an attack by an invasive House Sparrow.

Left to Right: 
Jordan Gray, 
Ann Hasbach, 
Dave Hasbach, 
Eric Marcus, 
Beth Edsall 
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In early spring, Jordan led the three new volunteers 
on site to learn the basics of bluebird nest box 
monitoring. 

Mirrored view of Bluebird 
eggs in a nest  
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In the future, we will attach a “Sparrow Spooker” to the bluebird’s box after the first egg is 
laid. Sparrow Spookers are known to successfully reduce such attacks. This year’s trail did 
successfully fledge a number of Tree Swallows and House Wrens. The recorded nesting 
data will be submitted to the Ohio Bluebird Society.  
 

 Almost all Bluebirds will migrate further south in the US, however some of them will 
stay in Ohio during winter. Bluebirds will flock together to forage for food and will roost 
together inside tree cavities and/or nesting and roosting boxes. Their diet will shift from 
insects to fruit from shrubs and trees such as Spicebush, Winterberry, American Holly, 

Elderberry, Viburnums, Dogwoods, and 
Eastern Wahoo. These provide the best 
nutrition sources for the Bluebirds’ survival. 
In winter, they may also be attracted to suet, 
dried mealworms, and heated birdbaths.  

h

 
Interested in erecting and monitoring a nest box at home? 

Visit the Ohio Bluebird Society conference page for an at-home 
tutorial at ohiobluebirdsociety.org/conference. Do you have a 
Bluebird nest box already? Consider submitting your Bluebird 
sightings to eBird.org, a free database managed by Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology. The data allows scientists and citizen scientists 
to track bluebird sightings in our region. 
 

 – Bethany Gray 
 

Ohio Bluebird Society Greene, Clark Counties Area Contact 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Competition for a nest box is high among House Sparrows, 
Tree Swallows, House Wrens, and Bluebirds. Since the latter 
three species are native birds, monitors are not permitted to 
remove nests belonging to Tree Swallows and House Wrens. 
However, House Sparrows are non-native. Monitors may 
scare them away from and out of a Bluebird nest box or, if 
they have the stomach for it, they may use lethal methods. 
 Ann Hasbach documenting the contents 

of a nest box 
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House Sparrow 
nests swoop up 
and over like a 
dome. House 
Sparrows will 
distinctly stick a 
feather in the 
nest when they 
are competing 
for the box. 

Eric Marcus checking 
for eggs in a nest 

Many wetland scientists and wetland restorers belong to SER. You can 
check them out and see if you are also interested. 

Bluebird at Siebenthaler Fen  
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Interested in becoming a Bluebird monitor in the Beaver Creek wetlands? Contact Beth Edsall at bedsall@beavercreekwetlands.org. 

https://ohiobluebirdsociety.org/conference/
https://ebird.org/home
mailto:bedsall@beavercreekwetlands.org
https://beavercreekwetlands.org/news-updates/
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 It isn’t hard to list benefits 
provided by wetlands: They store 
water and release it slowly, thereby 
mitigating flood risks and 
facilitating groundwater recharge. 
They cleanse the water as it 
percolates through wetland soils. 
They store carbon, as dead 
vegetation accumulates as peat. 
They offer beautiful landscapes and 
vistas. And they are fantastic 
breeding places for bugs.  
 That’s right: wetlands are great 
for bugs! Wetlands are both highly 
productive—supporting growth of a 
lot of plant and animal biomass—
and highly bio-diverse. Indeed, as 
stated by the EPA in their recent fact 
sheet on Functions and Values of 
Wetlands, “Wetlands are 
comparable to tropical rain forests 
and coral reefs in their productivity 
and the diversity of species they 
support.” And any talk about 
biodiversity has to include a 
consideration of insects. After 
all, insects constitute something 
like three-quarters of all kinds 
of animals on earth, and about 
half of the mass of all animals.  
 Admittedly, not all wetland 
insects are beloved by people; 
who doesn’t associate wetlands 
with mosquitoes? At the same 
time, though, the population of 
Baltimore checkerspot butterflies 
at Siebenthaler Fen draws visitors 

every June, monarchs are a treasured 
addition to the landscape as they 
feed on Joe-Pye weed and milkweed 
at Pearl’s Fen, and the multi-colored 
variety of dragonflies adds interest 
to any summer wetland visit.  

 Of course, human appeal is not 
the primary value of insect diversity. 
Rather, insects play critical roles in 
natural systems. About three-
quarters of flowering plants, not to 
mention a third of all food crops, 
depend on animal pollinators—
mostly insects—to reproduce. 
Insects, including those pesky 
mosquitoes, also serve as food for all 
manner of animals and are critical 

links in food webs. It is not an 
exaggeration to say that insect 
abundance is key to the stability and 
productivity of natural systems and 
agriculture.  
 It should be no surprise, then, 
that evidence of declining insect 
populations raises significant 
concern about the health of natural 
systems. Reports of those declines 
(butterflies in the United Kingdom) 
first occurred in the early 2000s. But 
it was a study from Germany in 
2017, reporting that the mass of 
flying insects had declined by 75% 
in 27 years, that really set off alarms. 
Much additional evidence has 
accumulated since then. 
 A challenge for assessing insect 
declines is to collect data using 
consistent methods over an extended 
period. One of the best examples of 
doing that comes from the Ohio 

Lepidopterists Long-term 
Monitoring of Butterflies 
program. For 81 species 
analyzed from 24,405 surveys 
from 1996 to 2016, abundance 
declined by about 2% per year, 
with a cumulative 33% 
reduction over the duration of 
the study. Three times as many 
butterfly species declined in 

population than have increased.  
 Bees are of similar concern. 

Alongside honeybees, which are 
non-native and managed by 
humans, native bees of many 
species are important pollinators 

A monarch feeding on swamp 
milkweed. 

A pair of green darner dragonflies. 
The female is depositing eggs into 
the wetland. 

A golden northern bumble bee 
approaches a turtlehead blossom. 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-01/documents/functions_values_of_wetlands.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-01/documents/functions_values_of_wetlands.pdf
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0216270
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of local flora. Among those native 
bees, 20 species of bumblebees have 
been reported historically in Ohio, 
and they pollinate many wetland 
flowers. However, a large state-wide 
survey in 2017-18 identified just 10 
bumblebee species in nearly 25,000 
observations, raising concern about 
losses of diversity and abundance. 
That survey provides a baseline for 
assessing bumblebee populations in 
the years ahead. 

 Have local insect populations 
continued to decline in recent years? 
Many butterfly lovers have noted 
apparent low numbers, including of 
rather obvious species like 

swallowtails and fritillaries; these 
anecdotal observations are 
worrisome but are not yet 
accompanied by rigorous data. (If 
you’re interested in helping to 
generate those data, you might 
consider posting your insect 
observations on the website 
iNaturalist.com. This repository for 
public records of species 
observations is quickly growing to 
be the largest single source of data 
on species-level occurrence of 
visually identifiable insects. It will 
provide a critical basis for assessing 
trends in occurrence and abundance 
in the years ahead.) 
 Many causes have been 
proposed for insect die-offs, 

including pesticides and herbicides, 
parasites, changing land use 
practices, climate change, and 
disease. Quite possibly, all of those 
contribute. Although some species 
are more susceptible than others, a 
collection of papers on this topic in 
2021 defined the decline in insect 
populations as “death by a thousand 
cuts.”  
 While many details regarding 
insect declines remain under 
investigation, what IS clear is that 
protecting wetlands is a great way to 
combat those declines. The large-
scale factors that imperil insect 
populations – climate change, 
habitat loss, and detrimental land use 
practices – all are counteracted by 
conserving wetlands as protected 
natural areas. Sure, that comes with 
a few extra mosquitoes. But those 
mosquitoes are an integral part of a 
complex web – and we’re all 
connected to that web. 
 

 - David Goldstein 
 

BCWA Board President 

g 

 Contact politicians and ask them to vote for nature-friendly legislation. 
 Enact ways to slow climate change in your everyday life. See David 

Goldstein’s climate change articles in the Spotted Turtle Newsletter 
(fall 2021, winter, spring and summer 2022.) 

 Melinda Myers, columnist and contributing editor for Birds & Blooms 
magazine, asks folks to, “Work with nature to help manage pest 
problems. By tolerating some damage, you provide the food that 
attracts nature’s pest controllers to the garden.” Seeing holes in the 
leaves of your plants may make you think they are unhealthy, however, 
about 90% of insects found in your yard are beneficial. Good insects 
eat the bad ones, they aid in decomposition of plant debris and help 
with pollination.   

 Add seed and berry plants to attract pest-eating birds and add a shelter 
at the base of your plants to provide frog or toad habitats. Remember 
to provide fresh water for the birds and amphibians. 

 Plant onions or garlic near other plants. They deter unwanted insects 
and flavor your food! 

 Educate yourself on the value of insects and tell others to help prevent 
misinformation about them. 

h  
LEARN MORE from Melinda Myers about beneficial insects, the plants 
that attract them, and gardening tips to avoid harming pollinators.  

Band-winged meadowhawk at 
Siebenthaler Fen. 

Viceroy butterfly. 

Ladybugs and green lacewings eat 
hundreds of pests each day. 

An old terra cotta pot provides shelter 
for frogs and toads. 
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10531-021-02121-x
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10531-021-02121-x
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2023989118
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2023989118
https://www.melindamyers.com/application/files/7616/5575/2435/MAINTAIN_YOUR_LANDSCAPE_WITH_POLLINATORS_IN_MIND.pdf
https://beavercreekwetlands.org/news-updates/
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So much is happening, I hardly 
know where to start! First off, 
BCWA members and partners 
showed exactly how incredible you 
are by volunteering with 
construction, clearing woody growth 
for new trails, and donating almost 
$30,000 in just the first 8 months of 
2022! We’ve also received 
approximately $160,000 in the form 
of grants and sponsorships from 9 
new businesses and foundations: 
The Dayton Foundation, Kettering 
Family Philanthropies, McCabe 
Lumber, TC Energy Foundation, 
Bass Pro Shops & Cabela’s Outdoor 
Fund, Cresco Labs, CenterPoint 
Energy, James Investments, and 
UFP Industries. All this tremendous 
support has allowed us to kick our 
Phase 2 plans into high gear.  

As of this newsletter, we’ve 
already built 1,900 feet of 

boardwalk, cut and cleared 1,000 
feet of new surface trail, spread 140 
tons of trail gravel, and begun 
designing 11 new interpretive signs. 
In the next couple of months, we 
will complete another 2,300 feet of 
boardwalk, build an additional 
observation deck, repair a bridge 
over the Beaver Creek, and get all 
those wonderful new signs installed 
(see “2022 Construction” on map.)  
 But we’re not stopping there! 
With your help and generous 

support, we’ve been developing 
plans for other enhancements which 
we hope to begin in late 2022 and 
complete in 2023. These include 
completing another ½ mile of 
trail/boardwalk, building a new 
pedestrian bridge, providing a safe 
way to cross over (or go under!) 
Fairground Road to Siebenthaler 
Fen. We plan to purchase 23 acres of 
farmland to restore it back to an 
upland prairie and to provide access 
and parking to the Dave Nolin 
Wetland Reserve (see blue “Future” 
areas on map.)  
 Finally, based on your feedback, 
we’ve also gone back to make 
further improvements to the Phase 1 
area of the trail, we will add 13 
directional signs at key trail 
intersections, 4 additional benches, 
and 3 more large interpretive signs. 
I’m almost bursting with pride at our 
collective accomplishments this 
year. I hope each of you have a 
chance this fall to see the changes 
and enjoy the additional wetland 
areas now accessible. In our next 
newsletter I’ll be outlining our plans 
for Phase 3 of the Spotted Turtle 
Trail. Wait ‘til you see what we have 
in store next! 
 

 – Ken Moran 
 

Spotted Turtle Trail Project Lead 

 
 Adventure Chicks Volunteers 

Adventure Chicks volunteers 
installing eco-friendly boardwalk 
decking. 

Dayton Hikers volunteers installing 
raised kick rails to make the new 
boardwalk safer. 

Left: Max McConnel (L) and Alex Zaharieff (R) from Beavercreek Township assist Skip Beehler (C) to install the first 
deck planks on the new boardwalk. Center: Dayton Hikers Volunteers. Right: BCWA Volunteers making raised kick rail 
blocks out of recycled plastic material. 
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Support the trail! beavercreekwetlands.org/trail-project 

https://beavercreekwetlands.org/trail-project/
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 My name is Kendall Hobbs, and I am a rising senior at the University of North 
Carolina Wilmington (UNCW) studying environmental science and minoring in marine 
biology, but I have lived in Beavercreek, Ohio for many years. I went to Beavercreek 
High School and was on the cross country and track and field team before graduating in 
2020. Now, I run cross country and track and field for UNCW.  
 This summer, I earned college credit for my applied learning summer class by 
volunteering with Beaver Creek Wetlands Association. Through all the volunteer work, I 
learned much more than I would have from sitting in a classroom. Studying 
environmental science on the east coast means primarily studying vegetation of that area, 
so it was a different experience learning about the vegetation in the Midwest! During my 
time volunteering, one of the big projects that I worked on was building boardwalk for the 
Spotted Turtle Trail. I also worked on trail maintenance to keep the various trails neat and 
easy to navigate. As a runner, I run on trails and the bike path almost every day. Being 
able to be a part of the many projects was rewarding for me and I am very excited to see 

the result of the Spotted Turtle Trail and be able to run through new trails!  
 I learned so much from all the volunteers at BCWA and I very much 
appreciate the patience they had when working with me and teaching me new 
information. All my new knowledge will apply directly to my major, especially 
with my classes this semester, and beyond in my future career.  
 After I graduate in the spring, I will be getting married to my fiancé who is 
also a rising senior in the Air Force ROTC program at Wright State University. 
Since I am majoring in environmental science, I believe I will be able to get a job 
wherever the Air Force takes us, because there is always a need for creating a 
better environment! 
 

– Kendall Hobbs 

The Spotted 
Turtle Trail 
Phase 2 Area - 
Current and 
Future Plans 

Public education at the 
Pollinator Expo 

Walking a dog at the SICSA 
Paw Partner Program event 
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 WASHINGTON — Crops need 
nutrients like nitrogen and 
phosphorus to grow and thrive. 
However, excess farm nutrients 
wash into streams and rivers, and 
oceans. Surplus nutrients can cause 
major damage to aquatic 
ecosystems; but small wetlands can 
be a tremendous help to reduce or 
prevent damage. 
 In a new study, researchers have 
shown that wetlands built next to 
farmlands can reduce the amount of 
excess nutrients reaching aquatic 
environments. The study was 
recently published in the Journal of 
Environmental Quality. “Even very 
small wetlands can be effective,” 
says Maria Lemke, lead researcher 
of the study at The Nature 
Conservancy. The study was 
conducted over 12 years on a 272-
acre farm in McLean County, 
Illinois. Many farms in this part of 
the United States use tile drainage 
systems – a network of 
interconnected underground pipes 
that drain water from the farms. 
“Our findings show that constructed 
wetlands can be effective at reducing 
excess nitrogen losses from 
agricultural tile systems,” says 
Lemke. “We also show that these 
wetlands can capture dissolved 
phosphorus efficiently.”  Lemke and 
colleagues showed that wetlands as 
small as 3% of the tiled area 
draining into them can be effective. 
These wetlands catch excess 
nutrients draining from surrounding 
farmlands.  
 Nitrogen and phosphorus are 
vital nutrients for all life on Earth. 

These elements are part of the 
essential building blocks of life, 
including DNA and proteins. When 
too much nitrogen and phosphorus 
make it into aquatic systems, they 
can fuel massive growth of 
organisms like algae or 
cyanobacteria that ultimately reduce 
oxygen in marine systems. That can 
force other organisms – like fish or 
shrimp – to move away or even die, 
creating “dead zones.” In the 
agricultural Midwest, excess 
nutrients drain into the Mississippi 
River system, travel through the 
river system and end up in the Gulf 
of Mexico, which is the site of the 
world’s second largest “dead zone.” 
 Constructed wetlands can be a 
useful conservation practice that 
mitigates nutrient export from farms 
to aquatic ecosystems. Nitrogen 
runoff that enters wetlands comes in 
the form of dissolved compounds 
called nitrates. Microbes in wetlands 
can use these dissolved nitrates as 
energy sources and convert the 

nitrates into harmless nitrogen gas, 
which is released to the atmosphere. 
Conversion to nitrogen gas results in 
less nitrogen exiting the wetlands to 
aquatic ecosystems. “Wetlands 
provide the perfect habitats for 
microbes to perform this process.” 
says Lemke. Phosphorus removal 
from farm drainage is a complex 
process. Soil chemistry and clay 
content play important roles in 
removing dissolved phosphorus. 
“It’s important to analyze soils at 
potential constructed wetland sites to 
characterize their long-term 
retention capacity for phosphorus,” 
says Lemke.  
 Even the smallest wetlands 
reduced nitrogen loss from tiles by 
15 to 38%. As drainage water moved 
through a series of connected 
wetlands, nitrogen loss was 
increased up to 57%. Removal of 
phosphorus was even more effective. 
Between 53 to 81% of dissolved 
phosphorus in farm tile drainage 

Aerial image of the Franklin Research and Demonstration Farm in Lexington, 
showing restored floodplain wetlands, forested habitats, agricultural farmland, 
and experimental constructed wetlands.  
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“Even very small 
wetlands can be 

effective,” says Maria 
Lemke, lead researcher 

of the study at The 
Nature Conservancy. 

https://acsess.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jeq2.20316?utm_source=Cision&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=News&utm_term=Lemke
https://acsess.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jeq2.20316?utm_source=Cision&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=News&utm_term=Lemke
https://soilsmatter.wordpress.com/2019/09/15/what-are-the-challenges-regarding-phosphorus-use/?utm_source=Cision&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=News&utm_term=Lemke
https://soilsmatter.wordpress.com/2019/09/15/what-are-the-challenges-regarding-phosphorus-use/?utm_source=Cision&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=News&utm_term=Lemke
https://soilsmatter.wordpress.com/2019/09/15/why-is-phosphorus-needed-on-farms/?utm_source=Cision&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=News&utm_term=Lemke
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water was removed by the smallest 
of the constructed wetlands. “These 
wetlands provide a vital service by 
filtering out pollutants and excess 
nutrients,” says Lemke. “This 
protects local drinking water 
supplies and reduces nutrients 
reaching freshwater and marine 
systems.”  These small wetlands also 
have other benefits. They provide 

habitat for aquatic plants and 
animals, including resident and 
migratory ducks, herons, otters, 
turtles, frogs, muskrats, dragonflies, 
and many other species. “It is pretty 
incredible to stand on the edge of a 
corn field and hear a cacophony of 
chorus frogs or watch a flock of 
blue-winged teals take off from a 
nearby constructed wetland,” says 

Lemke. Lemke and colleagues are 
currently exploring the effects of 
combining winter cover crops with 
constructed wetlands. “The idea is 
that if we combine in-field practices 
with edge-of-field wetlands, we may 
be able to decrease further the 
wetland sizes needed for desired 
nutrient reductions,” says Lemke. 

  
This version has been edited to fit in space available - significant content has not been changed. Found in Morning Ag Clips April 7, 2022 
 

 I finished the labor portion of 
my Eagle Scout Project. The project 
involved installing 272 linear feet of 
kick rail on the Koogler Wetland/ 
Prairie Reserve boardwalk. The kick 
rail serves a dual purpose: it 
prevents wheelchairs from rolling 
off, and as it is installed on top of 
raisers, it also allows water to flow 
off the boardwalk which helps 
extend its lifespan.  
 I first met with Dr. Jim Amon in 
June 2022 at Koogler Reserve. Dr. 
Amon provided me with guidance 
and answered many questions, and I 
am very grateful to him and all the 
times he met with me to discuss my 
project. This contribution to the 

Beaver Creek Wetlands Association 
means a lot to me because the parks 
provide a place where nature can 
grow and flourish while protected 
from commercial or housing 
development and people. Meanwhile 
it is on display for our pleasure, and 
we can learn a lot about nature 
simply by observing it. I love that 
Koogler Wetland Prairie Reserve 
helps protect many habitats, and I 
am honored to have made a helpful 
improvement.  
 This project has been fun, I 
enjoyed working on it and received a 
lot of help and guidance from many 
people in my scout troop (Troop 68.) 
Some of the planning work included 

a preparation day in my garage 
where we pre-cut and pre-drilled the 
raisers that we would use later to 
make a space between the boardwalk 
and the railing, so water would not 
be trapped and rot the wood. We met 
on a separate day at Koogler 
Reserve where I supervised and 
directed a team of volunteers with 
the installation portion of the 
project. Together, we secured the 
raisers and installed railing on 136 
feet of boardwalk. I am very happy 
and grateful to have made it so far, 
and I want to thank BCWA for the 
opportunity they gave me to help my 
community!  
 

 – Loic Gauthier

Loic drilling in screws with fellow 
scouts (L to R) Blake Pochet, 
Clayton Lipinski and Matthew 
Drye who volunteered, to help. Before                                                          After 

A special thanks to Greene County Parks & Trails for providing the materials used in Loic’s project. 
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Spotted Turtle – Fall 2022 

 On Saturday, July 16, BCWA held a Volunteer Appreciation Picnic to celebrate 
the many people who devote their time and energy to support our mission. Families, 
partners, and members of BCWA were invited to help us celebrate the volunteers. 
Thanks to a sponsorship from Germain Ford of Beavercreek and Germain Honda of 

Beavercreek, folks enjoyed 
dinner, corn hole and face 
painting. Dave Nolin played his 
guitar and serenaded our dinner 
guests.  
 We plan to make this an 
annual event on the Saturday 
before Labor Day Weekend. 
Mark your calendar for next 
year’s Volunteer Appreciation 
Picnic on Saturday, August 26, 
2023. See you there! 

   

A special surprise from Dave 
Nolin as he played his guitar 
and sang. Greene County Department of Sanitary 

Engineering employees Barb Class (center) and 
Danyelle Saunders (right) brought their families 
to help celebrate. 
 

Above: Kids enjoyed stylish 
new looks created by 
Melanie Pershing of Auntie 
M’s Face Painting 

Above: Guests enjoyed 
a catered dinner and 
time to meet fellow 
volunteers; Left: 
Trustee Jim Amon and 
Engagement 
Committee member 
Joyce Howes spend 
time socializing; 
Below: Guests enjoyed 
games of cornhole 
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See this newsletter online at beavercreekwetlands.org/news-updates  

 
 

You are enjoying the warm sun and the earthy smells that surround you 
in the fen. At first you take no notice of your dwindling personal space. 
Suddenly you feel a hug. The hug gets tighter. Your find yourself 
surrounded then feel a piercing into your flesh. You try to resist, but your 
mind is awhirl… 
 Sound like the makings of a horror flick? Yes, but it happened right in 
Siebenthaler Fen…to plants! 

This spooky vampire plant (Cuscuta pentagona) also known as dodder, 
strangleweed or hellbind, is a parasite native to North America. It chooses 
its unknowing host by detecting the pheromones of the victim plant. The 
vampire twists itself around the host’s stem, punctures it with appendages 
called haustoria, then sucks water and nutrients out of its victim. However, 
this creepy exchange is not one-way. "We're finding there is a massive, 
bidirectional movement of RNA (ribonucleic acid) between the host and 
the parasite. Like a hacker accessing the internal correspondence of a 
company, the parasite may be intercepting messages about the host plant's 
growth and development,” Virginia Tech professor, Dr. James Westwood, 
explained to journal Science. The vampire plant then sends instructions to 
the host’s DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid). To further understand 
how the plants exchange messages, Dr. Westwood will need to 
do more research.  
 Until then, Beware the Vampire Plant! 
 

 – Beth Edsall 
 
 
View a time-lapsed video of the vampiric attack! https://youtu.be/e54UKuGEP1E 

 

Pre-order your 2023 BCWA calendar filled with thirteen beautiful photos taken in our wetlands. The calendar 
photos were submitted during our calendar photo contest in August. Visit beavercreekwetlands.org/calendar to order 
your calendar and receive it this fall. Makes a great holiday gift! 

Congratulations to the winning photographers:  

 
  
 

 
 

True parasitic plant creates a 
frightening Halloween tale at 
Siebenthaler Fen 
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Jennifer Paterchak 
Sue Trainum 
Dawn Yu 

Ramanitharan Kandiah 
Allen McGrew 
Mike Mushala 

Mike Abel 
David Goldstein 
Tom Hissong 

SNEAK PEAK! Left: Winning cover photo of a Viceroy submitted by Ramanitharan Kandiah; Right: Winning photo in 
Dane Mutter Prairie submitted by Sue Trainum. 

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.1253122
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.1253122
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e54UKuGEP1E
https://beavercreekwetlands.org/calendar/
https://beavercreekwetlands.org/news-updates/
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Carol Amon shows guests of the Women’s Walk at 
Pearl’s Fen how the Obedient Plant gets its name. 
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