
 
 

Methane has been in the news a 
lot lately. As a clean-burning fuel, 
methane is a major contributor to the 
modern energy economy. However, 
methane also has a serious down-
side, as a potent factor in 
global warming. For that rea-
son, President Biden recently 
(early November) announced a 
set of policies that seek to re-
duce methane emissions by the 
fossil fuel industry. Methane 
may be colorless and odor-
less—but it is not harmless! 
 Methane is a simple chem-
ical: a single carbon atom 
bonded to four hydrogens, abbrevi-
ated CH4. When methane burns - 
which produces carbon dioxide 
(CO2) as a product - its energy can 
be used for heating or to generate 
electricity, hence its commercial 
value. Natural gas, a fuel used by 
many homes and industries, is 
mostly methane.  
 Most of the methane present on 
earth was generated by biological 
processes. The organisms capable of 
producing methane are anaerobic 
microbes; in other words, they can-
not tolerate oxygen. As a result, 
these microbes thrive - and methane 
is produced - in sites where oxygen 
is absent, like wetlands (swamp 
gas!), deep lake bottoms, and ocean 
floors. Over geologic history, me-
thane from those sources has accu-
mulated, and that methane is now 

sought by the fossil fuel industry. 
Another low-oxygen environment 
with a lot of microbes is the mam-
malian digestive system, especially 
in ruminants like cows. Cows, like 

wetlands, produce a lot of methane.  
 Although methane has high 
value as a commercial fuel, it comes 
with a cost because methane is a po-
tent greenhouse gas. As the earth ab-
sorbs energy from the sun, the planet 
radiates heat back out. That heat po-
tentially could escape through the at-
mosphere into space. However, cer-
tain components of the atmosphere, 
including carbon dioxide and me-
thane, are known as greenhouse 
gases; they can absorb the radiation 
and thereby prevent heat from escap-
ing. As a result, the planet warms.  
 Methane is much less abundant 
in the atmosphere than carbon diox-
ide, and it remains in the atmosphere 
for a shorter duration. Despite that, 
methane is highly effective at ab-
sorbing radiated heat, and it is 
twenty or more times as potent a 

greenhouse gas as carbon dioxide. In 
fact, methane may account for as 
much as one-third of all current, hu-
man-caused global warming. 
 Since the onset of the industrial 
revolution about 250 years ago,

 

(Fig) Formation and losses of enteric (intestinal) me-
thane (CH4) during a cow’s digestive process. 

Continued on Page 9 under Methane 

www.signup.com/go/UUZrazx


2   Spotted Turtle – Winter 2022 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
  
 Late spring and early summer 
are wonderful times of long days 
and short nights. The long languid 
days give us a chance to savor the 
look and feel of the sun as it slowly 
heads for the horizon. I think every-
one loves that time of the day when 
the light turns golden and the warm 
glow plays off the trees, their leaves 
dancing in the light breeze. Last 
night we were treated to yet a differ-
ent sunset; the sun turning a dusky 
red swaddled in passing high clouds. 
Daybreak is just as interesting. I al-
ways marvel at the way sunbeams 
through my living room window 
early in the morning highlights the 
otherwise invisible minute specs of 
dust inexplicably suspended in air.  
 Sunshine seems to be more than 
just the starting point for our food. 
People in polar regions or even some 
locally suffer from seasonal affec-
tive disorder when they don’t get 
enough sunlight and they become 
clinically depressed. Sunshine helps 
our bodies produce vitamin D, too.  
 Sunlight is part of our biological 
clock. Exposure to the sun tells us 
when the day begins and when it 
ends, so when we travel to different 
time zones our bodies adjust to the 
new reality of local time. As days 
grow longer in the spring, sunlight is 
measured by seeds lying dormant in 
the soil and about the time days and 
nights are equal in March some 
seeds understand this as a signal to 
germinate. Some plants begin their 

spring growth only when the soil is 
warmed by the sun to a particular 
temperature. Others produce their 
flowers in one season or another that 
depends on the length of day. Sun-
light is the basis of all life, as im-
portant to us as water. Without sun-
light the food chain is limited to spe-
cialized bacteria like those found 
deep in the ocean. We on the other 
hand, depend on plants and animals 
for food. The animals we eat depend 
on plants for food and the plants de-
pend on sunlight. I look forward to 
summer. The extra light is good for 
my garden and my tomatoes grow 
and flower profusely. Of course, the 
extra sunlight is being used by all 
plants as they turn this radiant en-
ergy into the forces that make them 
obtain nutrient from the soil, grow, 
produce seeds, and fruit. 
 Sunlight makes weather. The 
summer sun warms the surface of 
the earth and sometimes one spot 

gets warmer than another. It is in 
these places that updrafts occur and 
warm moist air rises to the cooler 
upper atmosphere where the water 
vapor produces billowing clouds so 
familiar on a summer afternoon. If 
the heating is sufficient and the 
moisture just right we get a rain 
shower and if the sun shines at just 
the right time, a rainbow. In winter, 
the southern hemisphere gets more 
sun and, in the north, the colder air 
falls giving us days of cloudless 
skies now and then. That is a time to 
wrap up, go out and enjoy the sun-
shine. It will make you smile. 
 The sun affects us in many ways 
physically, mentally, biologically 
and probably in ways we don’t yet 
understand. Take some time to mar-
vel at sunshine. 
 

 – Jim Amon 
 

 
 

 

 Sunny days are linked with im-
proved mental health. 
 

 Vitamin D from the sun helps re-
duce inflammation and helps the 
body absorb calcium to 
strengthen bones and lessen mus-
cular cramps and spasms. 

 

 The sun’s rays provide energizing 
serotonin, and relaxing melatonin. 
Sun exposure by day may help 
you get a restful sleep at night. 

 

 Sunlight causes the body to re-
lease nitric oxide into the blood 
that lowers blood pressure and re-
duces the risk of heart attack or 
stroke. 
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 According to the 
song from the movie 
Mary Poppins, food 
for birds costs “tuppence a bag.” I 
am not sure how much a tuppence is 
worth, but birdseed costs more to-
day. According to experts, black oil 
sunflower seeds attract the widest 
variety of birds to backyard feeders. 
Suet, either the processed cakes or 
the kind sometimes found in the 
meat section, is favored by wood-
peckers. Many folks are now 

growing native 
plants in their 
yard. Chickadees, 

gold finches and sparrows love the 
seeds contained in the pods after the 
blossoms have faded. The dried 
seedpods on the stalks will provide 
food into spring. A word of caution; 
bread is not good for birds. It pro-
vides little nutritional value.  
 

 – Carol Amon 

 
 

 
 It is almost time for the Great Backyard Bird Count sponsored by The Cornell Lab, National Audubon Society, 
and Birds Canada. Join the global four-day event to watch, hear, and count birds from your favorite park or right 
from home. Spending as little as 15 minutes counting birds helps ornithologists understand, monitor, and protect bird 
populations worldwide. For more information or to submit your bird list, visit www.birdcount.org. 
 

– Beth Edsall 
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Goldfinch eating seeds from a primrose. 
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 After more than two years, Beaver-
creek city and township residents are still 
impacted from the Memorial Day torna-
dos that damaged and destroyed many 
trees along its path. Thanks to a grant 
from the Arbor Day Foundation funded 
by State Farm, BCWA assisted in its third 
tree distribution in October. In coordina-
tion with the City of Beavercreek, Bea-
vercreek Township, Rotary Club of Bea-
vercreek, and Siebenthaler Nursery, we 
distributed approximately 460 trees to 
help repopulate our neighborhoods with 
native trees.  
 

 – Beth Edsall 
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   BCWA lost another of its founders. Dane 
Mutter passed away on October 23. 
   Dane Mutter was a Steward of the Land. 
Like John Muir, Aldo Leopold, or his good 
friend Paul Knoop, he had a deep love for na-
ture that moved him to be in it, learn about it, 
protect it, and teach others about it. 
   Dane was hired in 1967 by the Park Dis-
trict of Dayton-Montgomery County, now 
called Five Rivers MetroParks, and served as 
its Assistant Director for much of his 21 years 
there. He believed that the Park District had a 
responsibility beyond basic access, recreation 
and education, to restore and maintain the 
plant and animal life native to the area, on 
these parks. To keep all these things in the 
Park District lifeboat, Dane created a program 
he called Land Stewardship, a plan to maintain 
habitat diversity on the park land. To put teeth 
into this program, Dane convinced the Direc-
tor and Park Board to pass a Board Resolution 
in 1981 that outlined the goals and methods of 
the program and codified the Board’s support 
of Land Stewardship.  
 Dane’s Land Stewardship program has 
blossomed at Five Rivers MetroParks. The 
Land Stewardship team now has a dozen full 
and part-time employees, two field operation facilities, and lots of experience growing and planting trees, burning 
prairies, creating wetlands, and ridding the natural areas of invasive species. 
 Dane retired from the Park District in 1988, and immediately became the first Executive Director of BCWA. His 
skills were a perfect match for us as we started to try to save several thousand acres of wetlands in a rapidly develop-
ing part of the region. Dane’s experience and people skills were a huge boost, giving us credibility, connections, and 
funding, that led to the first purchases of land in the wetland corridor. 
 Dane’s passing has been a heartfelt loss, that I know I haven’t really come to terms with yet. I know though that 
he had a long life full of love, nature, and deeds that made the world a better place for people and wild things. What 
more could you ask for in a mortal life? 

 – Dave Nolin 

  
 On a cool Fall morning, I intro-
duced a friend to the wonders of 
Pearl’s Fen. My friend is in her 90’s 
and has led an active life, including 
a six-week camping trip in Alaska. 
She has some mobility issues now 
and uses a walker, but her mind and 
eyes are as sharp as ever. She spot-
ted a snail crawling on the underside 
of a leaf and a huge praying mantis 
camouflaged in the leaves of a vine 

on a tree. We stopped to rest on the 
bridge so she could sit on her walker 
for a few minutes. We shared travel 
stories to the accompaniment of the 
sound of water flowing over the 
check dams in the creek. There were 
a few flowers still blooming and she 
wanted to know the names of them 
all, which required a little research 
on my part. Our walk took an hour 
and when we finished, she said how 

much she missed getting out in na-
ture. We will walk again, perhaps at 
Siebenthaler Fen, which has benches 
when a rest is needed. I have walked 
the sites in the Beaver Creek Wet-
land Corridor countless times but 
viewing Pearl’s Fen through the eyes 
of my friend brought a new perspec-
tive and increased appreciation.  
 

 – Carol Amon
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Dane Mutter 
 

November 23, 1930 – October 22, 2021 
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The September 19 Monarch Tagging Event at Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve was a hot 
one! Ninety-degree temperatures did not stop families from attending this educational pro-
gram. Kids participated in Christine Simmons’ Very Hungry Caterpillar maze to learn about 
the butterfly lifecycle while having loads of fun! Kids and 
adults grabbed nets to search the prairie for the migrating 
monarchs. 
 97 monarchs were tagged from September 19 through 28 
 33 females and 64 males (It is common to tag more 

males because they are more active and a higher me-
tabolism requires them to feed more.) 

 17 tagged at the event (9 brought by Christine Sim-
mons and 8 caught during the event) 

 76 tagged on private property 
 4 tagged at Mount Saint John 

 Audubon held its 122nd Christmas Bird Count. As is tradition, BCWA participated in the count for Greene 
County. Rain on the morning of December 18, 2021, did not stop volunteers from exploring five locations along the 
wetland corridor. Of the 44 species sighted, 1,235 total birds were counted.  

 

We are looking for volunteers to monitor bluebird nest boxes in the Dr. James P. Amon Biodiversity Reserve. 
This commitment will begin by attending the virtual Ohio Bluebird Society Conference on March 5, 2022, to view 
the monitor training session given by Bethany Gray, the Ohio Bluebird Society contact 
for Clark and Greene Counties. Learn about Eastern Bluebirds and other cavity-nesting 
birds and how to help them as they face loss of nesting habitat, harsh winters, pesti-
cides, and competition from non-native species. Learn how to monitor nest boxes, 
share data, and cultivate plants that help bluebirds. 
 Observations will begin with an onsite tour in late March and continue weekly 
through June with possible monitoring into July. This weekly schedule may be shared 
with other volunteers. Monitors will lead small groups of high school students who will 
assist with observation and data collection that will be submitted to the Ohio Bluebird 
Society. To volunteer, contact Beth Edsall at bedsall@beavercreekwetlands.org. 

Species 
Number 
Sighted  

Species 
Number 
Sighted  

Species 
Number 
Sighted 

Canada Goose 228  Hairy Woodpecker 1  Cedar Waxwing 12 

Gadwall 2  Northern Flicker 16  House Sparrow 15 

Mallard 43  Blue Jay 24  House Finch 3 

Northern Pintail 6  American Crow 14  American Goldfinch 12 

Green-winged Teal 1  Carolina Chickadee 30  Field Sparrow 1 

Ring-necked Duck 2  Tufted Titmouse 8  American Tree Sparrow 30 

Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) 35  Golden-crowned Kinglet 7  Dark-eyed Junco 3 

Mourning Dove 39  White-breasted Nuthatch 7  White-throated Sparrow 19 

Ring-billed Gull 1  Brown Creeper 2  Song Sparrow 34 

Great Blue Heron 2  Winter Wren 2  Swamp Sparrow 1 

Red-shouldered Hawk 5  Carolina Wren 14  Eastern Towhee 10 

Red-tailed Hawk 2  European Starling 309  Brown-headed Cowbird 2 

Belted Kingfisher 4  Northern Mockingbird 2  Yellow-rumped Warbler 1 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 30  Eastern Bluebird 12  Northern Cardinal 61 

Downy Woodpecker 15  American Robin 168    

 

Left: Little hands make the best taggers! Right: Running 
through the lifecycle maze. 
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  Most of the time spent by Land 
Management volunteers is removing 
and controlling invasive vegetation. 
Much of this work is done by physi-
cally removing the plants. Where 
manual control is not feasible, chem-
ical treatment is used. Volunteers are 
trained on the best practices for 
eliminating invasive plants, which 
may involve training on safe chemi-
cal applications and equipment oper-
ation.  

 Once invasive plants are re-
moved, replanting with native spe-
cies is of utmost importance. More 
than 300 native trees have been 
planted at the Dr. James P. Amon 
Biodiversity Reserve, using funds 
obtained from our 2015 annual 
campaign. A Monarch Waystation 
was developed across from Bea-
vercreek Station bike hub, and 
prairies were developed at the 
Dane Mutter and Hunter’s 
Pointe sites. Annually there has 
been reseeding and planting of 
several areas within the Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Corridor. Once 
planted, care and watering of the 
plants continues for several years 
until they are firmly established. 
 

 The association has acquired 
several pieces of equipment in recent 
years, in addition to our manual 
tools, to enable our volunteers to ac-
complish more with fewer volun-
teers in less time. With grant funding 
in 2011, BCWA was able to pur-
chase a Polaris ATV, a 50-gallon 
tank sprayer, a chain saw and a 
string trimmer to assist with its land 
management work. In 2016, the 
Wetlands Association received a 
generous donation from The Hun-
dred Women Making a Difference in 
Greene County. This donation ena-

bled us to purchase a two-wheel, 
walk-behind tractor with a 

flail mower, brush chip-
per, bush 

hog, 

and rotary sweeper attachments. In 
2019, a board member donated a 6-
foot flail mower powered through 
the tractor’s power take off (PTO). 
That convinced the board to acquire 
a used John Deere tractor to operate 
it. Last year, we purchased a trailer 
to haul the tractor to various sites 
and a 6-inch PTO chipper to be able 
to reduce the biomass of removed 
woody vegetation. Recognizing the 
value of having a tractor and imple-
ments, this year BCWA purchased 
 

Invasive plants and animals infringe on and damage habitats 
of the native species. They have no enemies or diseases to 
control their proliferation in their new homes, so they drive 
out the native species. In their original homes, there are 
predators that eat plants or hunt animals to maintain their 
populations. Their native habitat conditions provide competi-
tion for space that aids to control overpopulation. 

Volunteers plant acorns and hickory nuts to reforest the buffer at Pearl’s Fen.
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The most common inva-
sive plant species in our 
wetlands are Amur honey-
suckle, Callery pear, Privet, 
Autumn olive, Purple 
loosestrife, Canada thistle, 
Mullein, Teasel, Reed Ca-
nary Grass, Narrow leaf 
cattail and a host of other 
plants. 
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a nearly new Kubota tractor with a 
loader attachment and traded in the 
vintage John Deere. Members have 
donated a PTO augur and a finish 
mower to further assist in the work 
of the Land Management Commit-
tee.  
 

 The Land Management volun-
teers are also involved in the build-
ing and maintenance of trails and 

boardwalks. Years before 
the committee was 
formed volunteers built 
the composite boardwalk 
at Siebenthaler Fen. In 
2010, volunteers started building 
boardwalk at Koogler Wetland/Prai-
rie Reserve. More than 1,200 feet of 
boardwalk are currently on the 
ground, but more is planned as time 
and volunteers permit. Volunteers 
regularly repair boardwalks, trim 

back vegetation and mow trails for 
the enjoyment of the public.  
 

 The Beaver Creek Wetlands As-
sociation also gets involved in con-
servation partner projects beyond the 
Beaver Creek corridor. We assisted 
with honeysuckle blitzes at Clifton 
Gorge and Caesar Creek State Na-
ture Preserves and Indian Mound 
Park. We participated in tree and 
brush removal at Travertine Fen and 
for several years, we sent a crew to 
assist the Little Miami River Kleen-
ers. Some members volunteer with 
ODNR and Greene County Parks & 
Trails. 
 

 – Jim Schneider, 
Land Management Committee Chair   

 
 

Volunteering with children 
provides quality family time 
outdoors. Kids who volun-
teer for BCWA acquire a 
love and appreciation for 
our environment and the 
patience and skills to nur-
ture it. Young stewards 
grow to develop a lifelong 
commitment to serve the 
community.  
  

 
Lois Gschwender planting acorns and 
hickory nuts at Pearl’s Fen with her 
grandson Jake.  

Assisting Little Miami River Kleeners 

Continued next page 

A Do-It-Yourself project in your home will be 
less expensive than having a contractor do it. It 
is the same at BCWA. Purchases such as herbi-
cide, gas for the tractor or maintenance sup-
plies will be recurring expenses, but volunteers 
help us eliminate the need to contract out work. 
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The value of a volunteer hour is a yearly estimate assessed by Independent Sector, in 
partnership with the Do Good Institute at the University of Maryland. In 2020, the vol-
unteer value estimate was $28.54 per hour. Last year, 125 people volunteered for 
BCWA racking up 7,001 volunteer hours. The financial value of our volunteers for 2020 
was $199,808.54. THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS! 
 

“As we celebrate our volunteers … we should know just how much value these tireless 
individuals contribute to creating a healthier and more equitable nation.” 
 

 – Daniel J. Cardinali, president and CEO of Independent Sector 

https://independentsector.org/
https://dogood.umd.edu/
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 Land management has a dedicated team of volunteers who work nearly year-round to improve and enhance areas 
within the wetland corridor. We need more volunteers and more crew leaders. We welcome anyone who has a few 
hours to come out and join our efforts. No experience is necessary!  

 On September 21, 2021, the board of trustees voted to name the newly acquired 58-acre property Dave Nolin 
Wetland Reserve. Named after one of the BCWA founders and dedicated land stewards, Nolin Reserve is a beautiful 
combination of a wet savanna, fens, and willow forest, among other land types. Restoration of the land to its natural 
state has begun and will continue as part of Phase 2 of the Spotted Turtle Trail Project. (Map p.11) 
 

  

Dave Nolin has taken the lead assisting 
Greene County Parks & Trails on work 
at Pearl’s Fen. 

Hitesh Trivedi co-leads the Sunday crew 
and directs Boy Scout projects to com-
plete merit badge and Eagle Scout rank. 

Jim Amon,our Technical Advisor, holds 
a license for herbicide use and advises 
on the best controls of invasive plants. 

Lois Gschwender is a dedicated Satur-
day crew volunteer and boardwalk 
builder.  

Jim Schneider chairs the Land Manage-
ment committee and makes annual 
budget recommendations on equipment 
and supplies. He and Debbie Karr co-
lead the Saturday crew which focuses 
on sites along the Little Beaver Creek.  
 

Skip Beehler heads up our Sunday 
crew on work along the Beaver Creek 
and leads weekday volunteers on what-
ever is needed. 

Debbie Karr (not pictured) heads the Monarch Waystation project and coordinates with the Ohio Division of Natural Areas 
and Preserves on work at Zimmerman Prairie State Nature Preserve where we have a 5-year management agreement. She 
and Jim Schneider co-lead the Saturday crew. Debbie is our resident botanist who identifies native plant species and invasive 
species that need to be removed. 
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– Beth Edsall 
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human activity has increased the 
abundance of methane in the atmos-
phere by more than 150%, and of 
CO2 by about 50%. Together, those 
increases have caused global warm-
ing that drives climate change. The 
time has come to reverse that trend. 

 There are two main sources of 
methane that we humans can man-
age. The first is methane released by 
the fossil fuel industry. Many power 
producing facilities are switching 
from coal that produces a lot of car-
bon dioxide and other toxic air pol-
lutants to cleaner burning natural 
gas. However, enormous amounts of 
methane are lost to the atmosphere 
during exploration, storage, and 
transport of natural gas. The newly 
proposed federal regulations seek to 
control those losses. The second ma-
jor manageable source of methane is 
livestock agriculture. As much as 
15% of all human-induced green-
house gas emissions may come from 
livestock (especially cows), includ-
ing from the animals themselves and 

from the land use and manage-
ment practices that support them. 
Changes to those practices, such 
as feed additives that inhibit me-
thane-producing microbes, along 
with reduced beef consumption, 
can help to limit methane emis-

sions.  
 Wetlands, too, are critical to at-
mospheric methane abundance. 
Huge amounts of methane re-
main trapped under wetlands, 
particularly peat-producing fens, 
where methane-generating mi-
crobes thrive in the carbon-rich, 
oxygen-poor soils. In Ohio, peat-
lands are relatively small in area. 

However, the polar wetlands that 
circle the globe at northern latitudes 
are vast, and much of the methane 
there is trapped in and under perma-
nently frozen soils. If those soils 
melt, as they are starting to do with 
climate change, then stored methane 

can escape to the atmosphere. The 
Asian and African tropics, too, con-
tain large peatlands where human 
activities like palm oil farming are 
liberating large methane stores. All 
these events, of course, further com-
pound global warming. 
 As we seek to control progres-
sion of climate change and limit the 
rise in global average temperature, it 
will be critical to stabilize, or even 
reduce, the concentrations of atmos-
pheric greenhouse gases. As de-
scribed in this essay, some of those 
steps for controlling methane release 
are immediately practicable. Gov-
ernments and industry will need to 
play major roles in implementing 
those solutions. But we can act as in-
dividuals, too. Eat less beef; reduce 
waste of electricity and minimize 
fossil fuel use as much as possible; 
and write to your Congressional rep-
resentatives to urge their support and 
action. Love your swamps; but con-
trol your swamp gas! 
 

 – David Goldstein, 
Retired WSU Biology Professor  

 

 
 

 We are excited to welcome 
Brandon Hough to the BCWA Board 
of Trustees. Brandon currently 
serves as Director of the U.S. Air 
Force Marathon. He is founder and 
owner of Advance Running Project, 
a race management company based 
in Beavercreek. Brandon received 
his B.S. in economics from the U.S. 
Air Force Academy and an M.Ed. in 

Sports Administration from Xavier 
University. In addition to his busi-
ness and organizational skills, Bran-
don brings to the Board a passion for 
the outdoors—including outdoor 
sports, land conservation, and, re-
cently, birds and bird photography. 
 

– David Goldstein

 

 Other 
3% 

Fossil fuel 
production  

40% 

Waste 
management 

19% 

Agriculture 
38% 

(Fig. 3) Sources of U.S methane emissions (2017) 
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Identifying how fens, such as Pearl’s 
Fen, produce and release methane 
could lead to solutions to reduce 
methane emissions. 

Fig. 2 
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Our partners and the members 
of BCWA stepped up to make our 
Phase 1 of the Spotted Turtle Trail 
a huge success! In the last twelve 
months, we raised more than 
$889,000 in grants, sponsorships 
and donations, received over 
$300,000 in partner contributions, 
improved 2.7 miles of existing sur-
face trails, cut 1.3 miles of new 
trails, built two new bridges and 
three new observation platforms, 
began restoration of a 2-acre prai-
rie, and installed over 40 new signs. 
In a word, wow! 

We could not have done this 
without the terrific work and dedi-
cation of our partners – Greene 
County Parks & Trails, City of 

Beavercreek Parks, Greene County Sanitary Engineer-
ing, Beavercreek Township, and the generosity of our 
BCWA members. Thank you! 
 We have already received tons of positive feedback 
on all the improvements as well as some suggestions for 
further enhancements (in particular, even more signage). 
Stay tuned in future newsletters for details on the next 
set of improvements for the Spotted Turtle Trail Phase 1 
area.  
 

 – Ken Moran, Spotted Turtle Trail Project Lead 

  

 The next phase of the Spotted Turtle Trail picks up 
where the first phase ended and has two exciting goals: 

1. Provide an amazing wetland experience through-
out the recently acquired 58 acres just east of 
Dane Mutter Prairie 

2. Extend the Spotted Turtle Trail from Dane Mut-
ter Prairie to Siebenthaler Fen. 

 To make this happen we need to clear out tons of 
honeysuckle. We also need to remove several other 
types of invasive species (e.g., reed grasses and Purple 
loosestrife.) Finally, we want to build a new observation 
platform and construct more than 1.5 miles of new trails 
… more than half of this is new boardwalk. New trail lo-
cations in Dave Nolin Wetland Reserve have been 
marked and partially cleared by our Land Management 
team. 

BCWA and partners at the Phase 1 Ribbon Cutting cere-
mony by the trailhead at Phillips Park; October 12, 2021. 
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BCWA member Steve Boesch touring the Phase 1 area after 
the ceremony. 

Planned observation point will overlook this awesome fen. 
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 These new trails will immerse visitors in a wet sa-
vanna experience, a forest setting, and bring them up 
close and personal to several picturesque fens. All very 
exciting!  

 As with Phase 1, we need help to make this a reality. 
Please consider volunteering on our Land Management 
team to take care of this precious wetland area, on our 
Engagement team to expand educational programs in 
this new area, or on our Projects team to build the amaz-
ing new boardwalk. You do not have to be an expert to 
contribute; we can all play a part if we just step forward. 
Together we will preserve this inspiring wetland reserve 
and make it a safe, educational, and rejuvenating place 
to visit! (To volunteer contact Beth at  
bedsall@beavercreekwetlands.org.)  
 See you in the wetlands! 

 – Ken Moran

 

Are you an idea person? Do you love planning events? 
Do you have great connections in the area? Then, we need 
your help! 

This Fundraising Committee will work with the Execu-
tive Director to achieve the fundraising goals for BCWA. 
This will be an active, productive, and dedicated committee 
that will focus on donors, collaborations, sponsorships, and 
events.  
 We need people who are: 

 Enthusiastic and passionate about the mission and vi-
sion of BCWA 

 Able to dedicate time to committee meetings and assist-
ing on fundraising projects and partnerships 

 Good communicators, flexible and have a sense of hu-
mor (this is crucial!) 

Please contact Jacki Mayer at 937-320-9042 or  
jmayer@beavercreekwetlands.org  
 

 – Jacki Mayer
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Part of the boardwalk will go through the wet sa-
vanna and near the Beaver Creek as shown. 

Left: Mike Mushala saw this Bald Eagle on December 8 
near the beaver dam trail at Siebenthaler Fen. Right: Beth 
Edsall saw a basking Brown Snake on November 6 near the 
observation deck in Dane Mutter Prairie. 
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Phase 2 trail routes linking these various habitats will include 
5,000 feet of boardwalk and 1,500 feet of surface trail. 
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Moving? New email address? 
Don’t miss an issue! Call 937-320-9042 or email: 
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website: www.beavercreekwetlands.org 

 
@beavercreekwetlands   
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Helping hands at the observation tower at Siebenthaler Fen. 
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