
 
 

 In early August, the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, a working group of the 
United Nations, released their lat-
est report. The message was stark: 
human-induced climate change is 
ongoing at an unprecedented scale 
and, if not curtailed quickly, will 
lead to dire consequences. The im-
plications of that assessment are 
far-reaching. But for those reading 
this newsletter: What does this 
mean for wetlands? 
 

The Basics of Climate 
Change 
 A fundamental element of on-
going climate change is a rise in 
global average temperature. That 
heating has direct impacts, like 
hotter days and increased rates of 
evaporation. However, the heating 
is not uniform across the globe. 
Some areas of land or water heat 

more, others less, and those differ-
ences influence the flow of air and 
water currents. For example, the 
Gulf Stream, which carries warm 
tropical waters up past New Eng-
land to northern Europe, moderates 
the climates of those regions. The 
Gulf Stream now has slowed sig-
nificantly, with potentially major 
consequences for continental tem-
peratures. On a global scale, a ma-
jor impact of climate change is 
planetary warming, as evidenced 
by melting of polar and glacial ice. 
As experienced locally, another ef-
fect is increased climate variability, 
including more frequent extreme 
events like droughts, hot spells, 
and storms. 
 Why is Earth warming? The 
biggest driver is “the greenhouse 
effect.” Like the glass in a green-
house, Earth’s atmosphere allows 

sunlight to pass through 
and heat the planet, but 
then blocks much of that 
heat from escaping back to 
space. Certain components 
of the atmosphere—known 
as greenhouse gases—are 
particularly effective at re-
taining heat.  
 Carbon dioxide (CO2) 
is one of those greenhouse 
gases. Before the industrial 
revolution, the amount of 
carbon dioxide in the at-
mosphere remained fairly 

constant. However, human activity, 
such as burning fossil fuels for in-
dustry and transportation, has  

President’s Message 
Wetlands and Climate Change: An Introduction 

Calendar 
_________________________________________________________ 

 

October 
Wednesday, Oct. 6, 9:00am 
Migrating Bird Hike 
Siebenthaler Fen 
 

Saturday, Oct. 23, 9:00am – 11:00am 
Beavercreek Tree Giveaway 
For more information see page 3 
 

November 
Sunday, Nov. 7, 9:00am 
Tower Hike 
Meet at Phillips Park 
 

December 
Christmas Bird Count 
Date and Time TBD 
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The soil underlying our wetlands is rich in car-
bon from partially decomposed plant matter. 
 Continued on Page 10 under Wetlands 

Fall Is Hunting Season 
Hunting season is September 
through February in Division of 
Wildlife areas. If you plan to visit 
Seibenthaler Fen or Beaver Creek 
Wildlife Area, please wear bright 
clothing for safety. For a map of 
hunting areas, visit wild-
life.ohiodnr.gov, or for more infor-
mation call Wildlife District Five in 
Xenia at 937-372-9261. 
www.ohiodnr.gov  
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In My Backyard  
Fall maintenance for a beautiful yard next spring 

 

 I know, you have all heard 
about the scourge of Amur Honey-
suckle many times in this newslet-
ter. All the environmental organi-
zations, including BCWA, Glen 
Helen Association, Nature Con-
servancy and more have been hard 
at work trying to remove it, kill it, 
and beat it back from the various 
preserves they protect. Without the 
help of regular homeowners in the 
area it seems an impossible task.  
 Can you imagine what our 
woodlands will look like in 50 
years of more? The now large na-
tive trees that we enjoy will have 
spent their life span and when they 
fall, below them will be not much 
but honeysuckle! It has taken over 
the nutrients, moisture, and space 
and very little has grown under it. 
We may be known for our huge 
honeysuckle “forests.” What a sad 
thought.  
 So how can you help? If you 
have what you think is a “hedge” 
that gives you privacy from your 
neighbor, please check it out. Quite 

likely it is honeysuckle! The seeds 
from the honeysuckle will be 
spread by birds and winds and in-
crease the risk to our natural areas. 
 We are asking that you remove 
it, and autumn is the perfect time to 
do so. As other plants lose their 
leaves this invasive will be the last 
one standing. That is the perfect 
time to spray and cut, when the 
herbicide you use on the foliage 
will not harm other plants that have 

already lost their leaves. Saw it off 
if you can, treat the stub or stump 
directly. Be sure to use sprays 
when there is little wind to prevent 
“drift” to other plants. Stumps need 
high concentration but don’t use 
much (A small bucket with a paint 
brush is a good way to treat 
stumps). Then make plans next 
spring to plant new native shrubs 

and plants that will offer the same 
sense of privacy and greenery such 
as hawthorn, viburnum and beau-
tyberry that will offer seasonal 
color as well as food for wildlife. I 
thank you and Mother Nature 
thanks you. 
 

Now, for the rest of 
your fall garden…  
 Try to replicate nature by leav-
ing seed bearing perennials for the 
birds to feast on during the winter 
months. Watch the wetlands when 
you hike our boardwalks. Take in-
spiration from the Purple Cone 
flowers, the black eyed susan’s, the 
blazing stars (Liatrus), the butterfly 
weed and many other native flow-
ers. You can cultivate these in your 
garden. You will see tiny gold-
finches flitting from seed head to 
seed head in their lovely dipping 
and soaring flight. Many birds, but-
terflies and other pollinators de-
pend on this bounty of nature. 
Your garden can help! 
 Autumn is an ideal time to get 
some fertilizer on your perennials. 
Their long life depends to a large 
extent on their ability to put down 
deep roots. So even though the sea-
son is closing, growth is still hap-
pening underground. Food and wa-

ter make the difference when 
these garden favorites appear 
again next spring. Many of 
you give your lawn a fall ferti-
lizer but don’t neglect your 
flower gardens. 
 Thanks for gardening and 
loving our natural environ-
ment. 
 

 – Susie Scott 
Former BCWA President 

 

In fall, Amur honeysuckles have 
bright red berries in groups of four. 

There’s an 
invader loose 

in our 
landscapes! 

 

Replacements can add color and beauty to your yard. 
Left: beautyberry; Center: viburnum; Right: hawthorn 
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Read, Walk and Learn  
 
 One of my favorite things to do 
is to browse the shelves in the li-
brary. On a recent trip, I picked up 
some books that might be of inter-
est to those who wander in the wet-
land corridor. 
 The Field Guide to Citizen Sci-
ence by Cavalier, Hoffman and 
Cooper (2020) caught my eye. 
Friends and members of the Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Association have 
participated in Monarch butterfly 
tagging for many years. Monarch 
tagging, an international Citizen 
Science program that began in 
1952, eventually led to the discov-
ery of the migration routes of the 
Monarch butterfly. This book de-
scribes the history of Citizen Sci-
ence programs, how scientists use 
data from Citizen Scientists and 
projects that can be done online, at 
home or in nature.  

 Pollinators play an important 
role in the production of one-third 
of the food we eat. The environ-
mental dangers they face are 
widely known. People are learning 
that they can help in this crisis by 
growing pollinator friendly plants 
in their yards and gardens. Pollina-
tor Friendly Gardening by Hayes 
(2015) and 100 Plants to Feed the 
Monarch (2021) by The Xerces So-
ciety provide information on types 

of plants, growing conditions re-
quired and how the pollinators use 
the plants. 
 As you walk the trails and 
boardwalks of the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands you may encounter 
plants, birds, reptiles and amphibi-
ans that you don’t recognize. Indi-
vidual guidebooks for all of these 
plants and animals would make a 
very heavy backpack. Kaufman 
Field Guide to Nature of the Mid-
west (2015) contains descriptions 
and pictures of the most common 
plants and animals in one book. It 
also contains sections on geology, 
weather and constellations. 
 Enjoy your ramblings through 
the wetlands and your local library. 
 

 – Carol Amon

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
2021 Memorial Day Tornado Recovery 
Tree Distribution 
 

 The 2021 tree distribution is scheduled for Saturday, October 23 
from 9:00am - 11:00am at Siebenthaler Nursery (2074 Beaver Valley 
Rd). There will be approximately 460 trees in 7-gallon containers (ap-
proximately five feet tall.) Trees are on a first-come, first-serve basis for 
Beavercreek residents (City and Township.) Residents should bring a ve-
hicle large enough to safely haul the tree home. Limit of 2 trees per 
household.  
 The distribution was made possible by an Arbor Day Foundation grant thanks to the generous corporate do-
nor, State Farm. The distribution is being coordinated by the City of Beavercreek, Beavercreek Township, Ro-
tary Club of Beavercreek, Beaver Creek Wetlands Association, and Siebenthaler Nursery. There is no warranty 
on these trees. Those receiving trees will receive tree planting and maintenance tips from the Beavercreek Tree 
Advisory Board. 

 – Contributed by the City of Beavercreek 
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Eagle Scout Project Makes Four Benches for Siebenthaler 
Fen Boardwalk 

  Top: Mike 
Mushala with 
Beth Edsall 
 
Bottom: Sue Rytel 
 

Volunteers help with 
the Fairborn Sweet 

Corn Festival Booth. 
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Volunteers refurbish the 
observation tower at 

Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Reserve. 

Top: John William-
son power washing 
the deck 
 
Bottom: Ken Moran 
and Dayton Hiker 
Curt Riedel repair 
steps 
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We Our Volunteers!  
 
 

 
 
 As an aspiring Eagle Scout 
from Troop 71 in Beavercreek, I 
chose to do my project at Sieben-
thaler Fen. I often go there to walk 
and to enjoy the changing views 
and migrating birds throughout the 
seasons. However, because the 
benches that used to be along the 
boardwalk were vandalized, there 
was no place to sit and enjoy the 
peacefulness. I built four new 
benches to solve this problem. The 

benches are made from recycled 
plastic to reduce the amount of 
plastic waste in the environment 
and improve their durability. Aiden 
H, Nathan C, Jordan L, Rich 
Kutter, and I built the four 
benches. Once they were com-
pleted, we drove the four benches 
to the Fen, and with the help of 
Hitesh Trivedi, Dr. James Amon,  
and Skip Beehler, we installed 
them along the boardwalk. Mr.  

 
Trivedi was the project sponsor 
and ensured that the design 
matched existing benches and that 
we had the needed materials. I’d 
like to thank BCWA for allowing 
me to contribute to Siebenthaler 
Fen and I hope the new benches 
will be enjoyed by all. 
 

 – Justin Kutter
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Volunteer Spotlight 
 

  
 

 Roger “Skip” Beehler has been 
a volunteer for Beaver Creek Wet-
lands Association for more than 10 
years. He has been recognized sev-
eral times for his work, but mem-
bers should know more about how 
much time Skip dedicates to the or-
ganization. 

 Skip is the closest BCWA has 
to a full-time maintenance person. 
He usually comes out five to six 
days each week. Skip leads the 
Sunday crew and schedules the re-
pairing, trimming, and cleaning of 
the boardwalks and trails at Dr. 
James P. Amon Biodiversity Re-
serve, Koogler Reserve and 

Siebenthaler Fen. Skip 
organizes volunteers 
for weekday work 
crews throughout the 
year. When no one is 
available, Skip goes 
out to check on future 
work and the successes 
of past efforts.  
 Skip cares for all 
344 trees planted in 
Amon Reserve. He re-
pairs the cages around 
the trees and notes the 
conditions and health of 
the trees. He mows watering paths 
to simplify getting water to the 
trees when there is insufficient 
rainfall. Skip bought and built 
tanks to carry water and many 
times single-handily has watered 
all the trees.  
 Skip brings his own equipment 
to mow trails when needed and 
picks up other volunteers with their 
equipment to facilitate this work. 
He has used his pressure washer to 
clean boardwalks and decks. 
 Skip is a trained volunteer in 
chemical use, chain saw use and 
equipment operation. He brings his 
own saws and other equipment to 

facilitate the work. When 
BCWA doesn’t have the 
right equipment, Skip buys 
his own. He also provides 
the fuel for his equipment 
and often for that of 
BCWA’s equipment. He is 
proficient in the use of all 
BCWA-owned equipment. 
  Skip has been a partner 
in the donation of the flail 
mower, post hole digger 
and finish mower attach-
ments for the tractor. As all 
the equipment BCWA 
owns requires mainte-
nance, Skip performs much 
of the routine maintenance 

and does whatever repairs he can 
to save time and money. He col-
lects scrap metal from the reserves, 
such as old farm fence, and cashes 
it in for donation back to BCWA. 
 Skip always comes prepared 
for the work at hand and whatever 
is needed for people that are out to 
assist in the work. His stocks in-
cluded sunscreen, bug repellent, 
water, Gatorade, and Band-Aids. 
BCWA is fortunate to have such a 
dedicated volunteer. 
 

 – Jim Schneider 
 
 

 

Skip is one of the  
nicest people I 
have ever known. 
 

 – Jim Amon 

Skip Beehler 

Skip sealing the deck at Dr. James P. Amon 
Biodiversity Reserve. 
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Skip uses 43-pound driver to push 
10-foot-long piling down through 8 
feet of peat at Siebenthaler Fen.  
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Skip and Jim Amon discuss mowing at Dane 
Mutter Prairie. 
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Spotted Turtle Trail Update 
 

 
Spotted Turtle Trail (STT) im-
provements to Dane Mutter Prairie 
(DMP) are nearing completion! As 
part of STT Phase 1, we have made 
several exciting improvements to 
DMP including cutting a new me-
andering path through the prairie, 

installing new benches and inter-
pretive signage, and building a 
small observation deck to do 
some bird watching or to just sit 
and enjoy this incredible environ-
ment. These improvements were 
all made possible by the selfless 

work of many volun-
teers and the generous 
support of Beavercreek 

Township and several new corpo-
rate sponsors. 
 

 – Ken Moran 
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Volunteers Build DMP Observation Deck 

 Left: Tom McCrate 
and Jim Schneider pre-
paring the site for the new 
observation deck. 

 Right: Phillips Com-
panies provided the con-
crete footings at a dis-
counted cost to BCWA. 

 Left: Construction be-
gins with the structural 
framing. 

 Right: Skip Beehler, 
Jim Schneider, John Wil-
liamson, and Ken Moran 
assemble the railings and 
frame out the deck ramp. 

 Left: Deck and ramp 
structure complete and 
ready for volunteers to in-
stall deck planking. 
 

 Right: Dale Fayer-
weather, Wayne Cook, 
Jim Schneider, and John 
Williamson install deck-
ing provided by one of 
our Corporate Sponsors – 
AZEK/ TimberTech. 
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Additions and Improvements to DMP 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Skip Beehler and Jim Schneider 
assemble a sign that explains the his-
tory and importance of Ohio natural 
prairies. 

 With the help of 
Beavercreek Town-
ship, a meandering 
path was created in 
the prairie. 
 
 In several loca-
tions, new benches 
were placed in the 
prairie. 
 

Sightings in Our Wetlands 

On September 1, this spotted turtle was seen at Siebenthaler Fen. It 
was on the flooded boardwalk after a heavy rain. Our last known sit-
ing of a spotted turtle at Siebenthaler Fen was in 2019 by Dave No-
lin. The spots on its shell are algae. The spots on its head indicate 
that it’s a spotted turtle.          
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Goldfinch searching for thistle down for its 
nest at Pearl’s Fen 

Thanks to all 
our donors 
who made 

these  
improvements 

possible! 

      Skip Beehler installing a new 
way finder sign. 

       Six new fauna/flora interpretive 
reader panels installed on the deck 
railings. 
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Science Corner 
Progress Report on Purple Loosestrife 
vs Beetles 
  
In summer of 2010, we (BCWA) 
reported on introduction of Galeru-
cella beetles to control the invasion 
of the wetlands by Purple 
Loosestrife (PL). Those 
beetles were originally 
collected in Europe 
where they are native. 
They have been tested 
by the Department of 
Agriculture, for more 
than two decades, to see 
if they could control PL 
without damage to any 
of our native plants. 
Researchers learned 
that beetles feed well 
on PL and if they do feed on a 
close relative like Winged Loose-
strife they can’t complete their life 
cycle. Conclusion; they make good 
biocontrol agents for PL and are 
safe to use. These beetles have 
been successfully used to control 
massive invasions on the shores of 
Lake Erie, so we went there to col-
lect some in 2010 and 2012 and in-
troduced them to the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands.  
 We placed them in a large PL 
patch near Hunters Pointe south of 
Fairground Road. At first, they 

only made holes in the leaves on a 
few plants and stayed near where 
we put them. We thought they 

were not doing much. It took 
time to build up their num-
bers. By 2018, we began 
to see signs of spread to 
nearby locations and 
more damage to the PL. 
In 2020, we saw in-
creased damage and had 

hopes they had finally 
adapted to the Beaver 
Creek Wetland environ-
ment. This summer 
damage to plants was 
even more dramatic. 

The tops of the plants were being 
killed, not making seeds, and some 
entire plants died. That was in June 
and we heard that Jim O’Boyle 
from Caesar Creek was offering to 
share his upcoming collection of 
beetles so we said we would take 
some with hopes to expand our 
treatment area. Jim’s collection 
was made from the same place we 
collected our beetles, Pickerel 
Creek Wildlife area, where PL 
control has gone very well. We re-
ceived our share of the collection 
on July 7, courtesy of Jim Mason 
who brought them to us. We dis-
tributed them immediately to an 
area just south of our original 
treatment area.  
 Checking progress on July 24, 
beetles had scattered, and it was 
difficult to find them, but they 
had made some holes in the 
leaves of the PL like we saw on 
the first introduction back in 
2010. No eggs or larvae (caterpil-
lars) were seen. Checking the 
original treatment area, I saw the 
same major damage as before, but 

now I was seeing regrowth on  

some of the damaged plants and a 
few plants that seemed to be new 
ones emerging from a prior year’s 
seeds. The regrowth had no dam-
age to those leaves and I found no 
adult beetles, no eggs and no cater-
pillars. It seems they have finished 
their work for the summer. Maybe 
the hot weather has made them 
seek cooler territory close to the 
cool surface of the wetland, mak-
ing them hard to find. I plan to 
keep checking to see what the bee-
tles are doing. One bit of hope, so 
far, is that the new growths seem to 
have few, if any, flowering parts 
that could make seeds. That is 
good. The seeds already in the soil 
keep germinating and until those 
seeds are exhausted we will have 
large populations of PL.  
 Since the beetles can live only 
where there is PL, their numbers 
will fall as they kill off PL and 

Galerucella beetle 
shown at 2 – 3 times 
its actual size. 

Purple loosestrife is pretty but 
crowds out everything else. 

Eggs laid by the beetles are tiny 
white clusters. 

Damage starts at top and regrowth 
generally does not produce seeds. 
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have less to eat. That will lead to 
an increase in PL and be followed 
by an increase of beetles. The 
spread of PL should be much 
slower then and the population size 
of PL should be much lower as it is 
at Pickerel Creek. What we are 
looking for is not elimination of 
PL, but “naturalization”. It will 
have a “natural” enemy to keep it 
under control. Using herbicides to 
kill PL could kill hundreds of na-
tive species and totally upset natu-
ral balance in the ecosystem and 
probably lead to a monoculture of 
herbicide resistant species. Over 

many decades we may see intro-
duction of other potentially inva-
sive species arriving. The hope is 
that when they arrive their natural 
enemies will come along at the 
same time or that our native spe-
cies will be able to control them. 
We just don’t know, but we need 
to be ready to act to maintain the 
amazing diversity of the Beaver 
Creek Wetlands and similar places 
all over the planet. 
 

 – Jim Amon 
 

 
 

The Monarch Greatest Generation 
A Search to Understand the Migrating Monarch 
  

 One of my favorite movies of 
all time, even more than huge 
blockbusters, is Flight of the But-
terflies. This documentary explains 
the life cycle of monarch butter-
flies, while telling the story of Dr. 
Fred Urquhart’s lifetime search for 
the monarchs’ migration destina-
tion. Dr. Urquhart started the pro-
cess of monarch tagging, one of 
my favorite BCWA programs.  
 Monarchs produce four genera-
tions in one year. What I find fasci-
nating is that one of the genera-
tions lives three times longer than 
the other three generations 

combined! A non-migrating mon-
arch lives two to four weeks, but 
the migrating butterfly that travels 
to the forest of oyamel fir trees in 
Mexico, can live six to nine 
months. So, my question is, 
“WHY?” Do they all have the abil-
ity to make that long journey, or 
are monarchs hatched at different 
time of the year genetically differ-
ent? Are the other three genera-
tions just lazy? Do monarchs have 
a Greatest Generation, too? 
 My questions led me to Angie 
Babbit with Monarch Watch out of 
the University of Kansas. Ms. Bab-
bit said it is thought that when they 
emerge as adults, migratory mon-
archs may use solar angles, day 
length, or temperature as migration 
triggers. Monarchs will not de-
velop reproductive organs when 
temperatures stay at or below sixty 
degrees Fahrenheit. Migrating 
monarchs have not developed re-
productive organs. Once they get 
to Mexico, their bodies stay at a 
temperature in the low 40s, which 
keeps their metabolic rate slow, 
like hibernation.  

 As temperatures rise in mid-
February, their reproductive organs 
develop, and they begin to mate. 

The adult offspring of these migra-
tory butterflies will have about 
one-tenth the lifespan of its migrat-
ing parents, but genetically, they 
are the same.  
 In reality, scientists are not sure 
what prompts monarchs to migrate, 
how they find the fir forests, or 
why they behave and function dif-
ferently from the non-migratory 
butterflies. These remarkable mon-
archs truly are the Greatest Genera-
tion. 
 

 – Beth Edsall 
 

Science Corner, Continued 

The brown stem in the middle is 
a dead plant 
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released huge amounts of CO2 and 
clearing of forests has reduced the 
capacity for plants to soak up that 
gas (which is what happens in pho-
tosynthesis). As a result, atmos-
pheric CO2 levels have increased, 
by 25% just since 1980.  
 Methane is another greenhouse 
gas, with over 20 times the warm-
ing impact of CO2. Methane is gen-
erated biologically by bacteria liv-
ing in low-oxygen environments 
like wetland soils or cows’ stom-
achs. The large population of cows 
that are farmed to satisfy the hu-
man desire for beef, along with gas 
exploration and melting polar wet-
lands that liberate trapped under-
ground methane, have contributed 
to a 15% rise in atmospheric me-
thane in recent decades. 
 

The Roles of Wetlands in 
Climate Change 
 Wetlands are among the most 
productive ecosystems on the 
planet. Their high rate of primary 
productivity—incorporating atmos-
pheric CO2 into plant growth 
through photosynthesis--can rival 
tropical rainforests and substan-
tially exceed agricultural cropland. 
Unlike other ecosystems, though, 
the low-oxygen conditions typical 
of wetland soils limit 

decomposition, and so fallen plant 
matter accumulates as carbon-rich 
soil (peat). The net result is that 
wetlands transfer CO2 from the at-
mosphere to the soil, a process that 
counteracts climate change. 
 At the same time, the microbes 
that are active in oxygen starved 
wetland soils also produce me-
thane. Wetlands can be a signifi-
cant source of that greenhouse gas. 
 In Ohio, wetlands cover about 
450,000 acres, compared with 
8,000,000 acres of forest and 
15,000,000 of agricultural land. 
Thus, locally, the relatively small 
acreage of wetlands limits their im-
pact on climate. On a global scale, 
however, northern wetlands cover 
a much larger area and contain a 
massive part of the organic mate-
rial on earth. With warming tem-
peratures, the frozen soils in those 
wetlands are melting, allowing me-
thane to escape, and allowing oxy-
gen to enter and decompose the 
soil with release of carbon dioxide.  
 

The Influence of Climate 
Change on Wetlands   
 On the other side of the equa-
tion, climate change potentially can 
have a large impact on wetlands. 
Ohio’s inland wetlands are home to 
unique species and species 

communities. Changes to water 
levels or environmental tempera-
tures can alter the suitability of 
habitat, and hence the geographic 
range, for some species. For exam-
ple, sandhill cranes, which histori-
cally wintered in the South, now 
can be found in Ohio year-round. 
Climate change also might favor 
the success of invasive species, 
which often are more tolerant of 
unique and variable conditions 
than specialized native species. 
Changing relationships between 
environmental temperature and 
daylength, with warm weather ar-
riving earlier and persisting later, 
also could influence the annual cy-
cles and ecological interactions of 
plants and animals. Wetland integ-
rity could be compromised by mis-
matches between the emergence of 
an insect (e.g., the Baltimore 
checkerspot caterpillar) and its pre-
ferred host (white turtle head), or 
arrival time of migrant birds and 
their food supply, or of flowers and 
their pollinators.  
 Only time will tell which of 
these scenarios emerge. However, 
as ecosystems that already are re-
stricted in scope, and with flora 
and fauna substantially dependent 
on particular features of moisture 
and soil characteristics, wetlands 
surely are threatened by ongoing 
and impending climate change.  

 
 – David Goldstein 

Preventing a climate catastrophe requires bold action! 
What can you do? 

 

• Reduce your fuel consumption at home (insulate; change your heat 
and AC settings; update appliances) 
 

• Reduce your fuel consumption in transportation (drive less; fly less; 
switch to a more fuel-efficient vehicle) 

 

• Reduce your consumption of beef (fewer cows = less methane!) 
 

• Write your congressional representatives! Government action to re-
duce burning of, and reliance on, fossil fuels is CRITICAL. Let your 
elected officials know! 

 

www.usa.gov/elected-officials 
https://ohioroster.ohiosos.gov/FedGov.aspx 
https://ohioroster.ohiosos.gov/StateGov.aspx 

Wetlands Continued from Page 1 

Sandhill cranes flying over Dayton in 
mid-winter. 
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Wetland Wows 
 

Bladderworts 
 

 Some of you may have noticed the bright yellow flow-
ers along the boardwalk at Siebenthaler Fen recently. They 
are Bladderworts. The name comes from the somewhat oval 
structures attached to the underwater part of the plant. They 
are there to capture very small creatures in the shallow wa-
ter and use them as food. They have a trigger that, when 
touched, sucks the tiny animal into the bladder. So, they are 
carnivorous plants! They have green stems indicating they 
can get food energy from sunlight, but they go one step 
further and eat those minute animals and make the food 
chain just a little more interesting. 

 – Jim Amon 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

News and Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Have you visited our new website? Find volunteer opportunities 
and programs on our Events page. Learn about the Spotted Turtle 
Trail or find a park or reserve to take a walk. Visit  
www.beavercreekwetlands.org today! 
 

These larvae, less than one 
centimeter long, are of the 
Baltimore Checkerspot But-
terfly. They group in a web 
they make and eat the top of 
the Turtlehead plant where 
the eggs were laid. This 
causes the plant to send out 
more branches, thus more 
flowers, and more  
seeds. A win-win  
association. 
          

Wild cucumber, Echino-
cystis lobata, is often visi-
ble along the boardwalk at 
Siebenthaler Fen. This non-
invasive is an eye-catching 
vine that can grow up to 25 
feet in length. Its clingy 
shoots curl around objects 
making this an attractive 
vine that grows over any-
thing it encounters.     

Adult Checkerspot Butterfly           

Is someone on your 
gift list IMPOSSIBLE 
to buy for? Well, 
BCWA has the per-
fect gift to give…our 
2022 calendar! It’s 
full of beautiful pho-
tos taken right in our 
wetlands. Order today 
by visiting our web-
site.  

BCWA is looking for new and interesting articles and pictures for 
the Spotted Turtle Newsletter. If you have a written piece to con-
tribute or a photo to share, send it to bedsall@beavercreekwet-
lands.org. (All submissions are subject to proofreading and editing.) 
 

Welcome Lynn Slowden to BCWA! 
 

Our new Administrative Coordinator, Lynn 
Slowden, comes to us from the Air Force 
Museum Foundation. She has wide experi-
ence with non-profits and guest services 
and is a National Association for Interpre-
tation Certified Interpretive Guide.  Grow-
ing up in a family of hunters, she spent her 
weekends and vacations on her family’s 
property on Cedarburg Bog in Southern 
Wisconsin.  She lives near Yellow Springs 
with her husband Bill and her rescue dog, 
Bee.  

 
Beginning September 25, BCWA’s Fall 
Wetland Wares sale will offer items with 
our logo such as shirts, jackets, hats and 
more. Visit our website to purchase. 
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Solitary Sandpiper at Oakes Quarry 

Left: The bright yellow flower’s lip makes it about ¾ 
inch long; Right: The bladders, magnified 2-3 times, 
are small roundish structures.  

http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org/
http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org/
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Male autumn meadowhawk dragonfly at Amon Reserve 
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