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Clean Ohio Projects Recently 
Approved In Beaver Creek Wetlands

Three new Clean Ohio grant 
applications for work projects in 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands were 
approved by the Ohio Public Works 
Commission late last year. The 
Clean Ohio Fund was approved by 
the voters of Ohio in 2000 to pro-
tect open space and natural areas 
in the state by purchase of land, 
restoration of land, and purchase of 
conservation easements. This fund 
was used to fund the purchase of 
BCWA’s successful Hunter’s Pointe 
restoration in 2018.

The largest and highest scoring 

project was submitted by BCWA, 
another was submitted by the B-W 
Greenway Community Land Trust, 
and one by Greene County Parks 
& Trails. BCWA is assisting our 
partners on the habitat manage-
ment aspects of their new grants. 
These projects together bring in 
$735,468.00 of Clean Ohio funds 
to the wetland corridor and protect 
an additional 84.5 acres of wetland 
and protective buffer lands.

The “Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Restoration & Enhancement Proj-
ect,” submitted by BCWA, will 

(Left) This photo of a Whooping 
Crane among Sandhill Cranes 
was photographed January 22, 
2021 by local birder Lee Fun-
derburg, who made the following 
notes on e-Bird: “White crane 
with black wing tips, red crown 
and facial skin. Banded bird was 
with Sandhill Cranes. Unfortu-
nately flew off to the south while I 
was there. I reported this sighting 
to savingcranes.org and from the 
leg bands got back the following 
bio information. This is female 
#68-15 named Lil Quill, hatch 
date June 16, 2015. Starting in 
Wisconsin, she has turned up 
over the years in Indiana, Michi-
gan, and Tennessee. She was 
missing for most of 2017. I think 
this is her first report in Ohio.”
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Whooping Crane: 
Surprise Visitor at Dr. James P. Amon Biodiversity Reserve 

Continued on Page 2
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President’s Message Continued from Page 1

fund the acquisition of a vital 
58-acre piece of the wetland cor-
ridor, ecological restoration, and 
the construction of a new trail and 
boardwalk system through the new 
tract that will be part of the Spotted 
Turtle Trail.

The “Pearl’s Fen Buffer Proj-
ect”, submitted by B-W Greenway, 
will protect a vital 7.5-acre tract on 
the north side of Pearl’s Fen. This 
acquisition will prevent housing 
from expanding to the border of the 

fen, and restore what is now agri-
cultural land to native habitats.

The “Koogler Wetland Prairie 
Reserve Addition” project, submit-
ted by Greene County Parks & 
Trails, will acquire an 18-acre par-
cel of agricultural land and add it 
to the existing reserve. The project 
will also restore the entire tract to 
wetland, prairie and forest.

The Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Association is engaged in several 
initiatives like fundraising drives, 

public programs, and projects like 
the Spotted Turtle Trail. As impor-
tant as these things are, they are all 
done to support our core mission of 
protecting and caring for the Bea-
ver Creek Wetlands, a magnificent 
corridor of biological diversity and 
natural beauty. These three new 
grants reflect this commitment to 
our core mission and the commit-
ment of our conservation partners. 
Now, we all just have to get the 
work done!  

—Dave Nolin

Art Helmstetter, project manager of the tree giveaway, with trees staged 
at Be Hope Church

2020 Beavercreek Tree Distribution
“A Bright Spot During A Difficult Year”

Many trees were lost in the 
Beavercreek area due to tornados 
in May 2019. To remedy that loss. 
BCWA conducted a tree distribu-
tion October 24, 2020 providing 
500 trees to 250 Beavercreek 
residents. An additional 22 trees 
were provided to each of the eleven 
Beavercreek City Schools under 
this program. Funding was pro-
vided by grants from The Dayton 
Foundation and FedEx through the 
Arbor Day Foundation. More than 

30 volunteers from BCWA assisted 
with the tree distribution held in 
2020 at Be Hope Church in Bea-
vercreek, OH. All trees were native 
species of scarlet maple, bur oak, 
red oak, and Allegheny service-
berry. Beavercreek residents were 
eligible to receive two trees of their 
choice and received information on 
proper planting, location, and care 
of the trees.  

—Blythe Hazelief
Executive Director, BCWA

BCWA Announces Guest 
Speaker For Annual Meeting

Save the date: This year’s 
BCWA Annual Meeting will be 
held Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at 
7:00 p.m. on Zoom. BCWA is 
excited to host guest speaker 
Nicki Gordon, North America 
Program Research Assistant at 
International Crane Foundation, 
located in Baraboo, Wisconsin. 
We will learn about the recovery 
of the whooping crane population 
and the importance of wetlands 
like ours for their survival. We 
will also learn the life story of Lil 
Quill, the whooping crane whose 
image is on the cover of this 
newsletter. 
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Volunteer Corner (as of Fall 2020)

October 12, 2020
The Monarch Waystation was 

pretty much dried up from the late 
summer drought. Rain that finally 
came the last week of September 
enabled New England asters to 
burst into bloom, attracting the 
migrating monarchs beginning the 
first weekend of October (this is 
after the normal peak migration 
for our latitude). Volunteers have 
removed tree saplings and grape 
vines from the Waystation. In 
addition, we collected seed from 
many of its flowering plants, then 
cleaned and distributed it there 
and also at the planting near the 
transmission tower at the west end 
of Hagenbuch Reserve. We have 
also done some invasive removal 
there (in addition to what the 
Saturday crew has done), mostly 
mullein and sweet clover, which 
sprouted thickly on the ground 
disturbed by the transmission 
line right-of-way clearing that 
was done in January. Volunteers 
included Jim Lucot, Kathy and 
Sarah Potter, and Richard Swigart.

—Debbie Karr

November 21, 2020
We have been clearing the 

border between Dane Mutter 
Prairie and Hunters Point. Woody 
invasives, mostly honeysuckle, 
were big seed producers for sap-
lings in the prairie.

Looking behind the tractor 
and chipper, we see for more than 
100 yards, piles of wood chips.

Looking ahead more than 100 
yards, woody invasives to cut and 
piles of cut material to chip.

I might add that similar work 
is ongoing at Dr. James P. Amon 
Biodiversity Reserve along the 
eastern border with the Fawn 
Ridge residential area.

—Skip Beehler

October 25, 2020
I went to Pearl’s Fen today 

in case anyone showed up. Both 
Bryson Brown and Sarah Potter 
came, so we worked like dogs. 
Three of the small dams got a 
makeover and now hold more 
water than they did, and look bet-
ter. Sarah utterly destroyed several 
honeysuckles and glossy buck-
thorns. Bryson took another sample 
of all the monitoring wells; it will 
be interesting to see if and when 
the dams built start to make any 
difference to the water levels.

A cool new plant was found 
near the bridge, October Lady’s 
Tresses, Spiranthes ovalis.

—Dave Nolin

Above, left: cutting, piling and 
chipping invasive plants was a 
major effort at Dane Mutter Prai-
rie, Hunter’s Point and Dr. James 
P. Amon Biodiversity Reserve. 

http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org
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Science Corner - Citizen Science
2020 Greene County Christmas Bird Count

The Greene County Christmas 
Bird Count was held December 
19, 2020 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. The Glen Helen Association 
sponsored the local count, and their 
executive director, Nick Boutis, 
compiled the final report. His com-
ments:

“I made use of the cold Satur-
day to input our data to Audubon, 
and wanted to, at long last, share 
that info with you. You’ll find our 
count summary document attached. 

Looking back at the day, we 
had multiple high water marks. We 
had the most observers we’ve ever 
had for our CBC (49). I received 
more checklists than in any of our 
previous years (46), and we found 
more species than in any of our 
previous years (63).”

Nick Boutis noted two species  
missing from the count this year, 
but observed during count week: a 
Northern Harrier seen at the Glass 
Farm in Yellow Springs, and many 
reports of Sandhill Cranes seen and 
heard flying over in the days im-
mediately after the count.

CBC siGhtinGs list:
Qty Common Name
373 Canada Goose
1 Snow Goose
96 Mallard
3 Gadwall
16 Rock Pigeon
470 Mourning Dove
1 Killdeer
1 Ring-billed Gull

Qty Common Name
15 Great Blue Heron
12 Turkey Vulture
126 Black Vulture
3 Sharp-shinned Hawk
6 Cooper’s Hawk
13 Red-shouldered Hawk
21 Red-tailed Hawk
4 Bald Eagle
1 Eastern Screech-Owl
1 Great Horned Owl
13 Belted Kingfisher
9 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
1 Red-headed Woodpecker
114 Red-bellied Woodpecker
101 Downy Woodpecker
10 Hairy Woodpecker
34 Northern Flicker
12 Pileated Woodpecker
17 American Kestrel
2 Eastern Phoebe
185 Blue Jay
402 American Crow
224 Carolina Chickadee
141 Tufted Titmouse
38 Horned Lark
25 Golden-crowned Kinglet
2 Red-breasted Nuthatch
135 White-breasted Nuthatch
12 Brown Creeper
5 Winter Wren
141 Carolina Wren
1575 European Starling
2 Gray Catbird
2 Northern Mockingbird
50 Eastern Bluebird

Qty Common Name
20 Hermit Thrush
886 American Robin
1 Cedar Waxwing
91 House Sparrow
83 House Finch
2 Pine Siskin
186 American Goldfinch
9 Field Sparrow
27 American Tree Sparrow
127 Dark-eyed Junco
2 White-crowned Sparrow
125 White-throated Sparrow
101 Song Sparrow
4 Swamp Sparrow
14 Eastern Towhee
2 Red-winged Blackbird
49 Brown-headed Cowbird
201 Common Grackle
192 Northern Cardinal
6 Duck sp.

A Great Blue Heron struts on the 
boardwalk at Siebenthaler Fen.
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With sad but grateful hearts 
we’re writing to let you know 
Marianist Environmental Educa-
tion Center’s visionary founder and 
longest-serving volunteer, Marian-
ist Brother Donald R. Geiger SM, 
Ph.D., passed away peacefully on 
December 29th, 2020 at the age 
of 87 in Dayton, Ohio. We thank 
God for the gift of his brilliant 
science intellect, his four decades 
of dedicated restoration of Mount 
St. John’s prairie, woods, wetlands 
and meadows, and his mentoring 
of students, staff, volunteers and all 
who loved learning and caring for 
God’s creation.

—Leanne, Michele and Tara
Don was a giant in Conser-

vation Science. He had a never-
ending energy to heal the earth! We 
were all inspired by his knowledge, 
passion and dedication, and he 
always did it with a smile! 

—Mary Klunk

We at the Beaver Creek Wet-
lands Association were saddened to 
hear of Brother Don’s passing. He 
was an inspiration to me and to so 
many others.   

—Eric Bee
It is a very sad day for all of 

us that loved Bro. Don and would 
follow him into any quagmire to 
eradicate invasive plants. 

—Michele Banker
I received this notice this 

morning of the passing of Brother 
Don Geiger.  Most of us knew and 
worked with Don, and benefitted 
from his knowledge, dedication, 

and humor. He was a rock for the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands Associa-
tion and for many other people and 
groups.

 —Dave Nolin
Don’s passing is a loss for all 

of us.
 —Carol Graff 

He was a real gift to the BCWA 
and the community. A quiet, dedi-
cated, bright, knowledgeable, hard 
working man that never drew atten-
tion to himself. Servant leader. Our 
community lost a giant. 

Denny Jarvi
The world has lost another 

kind, gentle, brilliant and talented 
soul, and BCWA has lost a trea-
sured friend.

—Sue Rytel
I had to love and admire that 

gentle soul. My memories are 
from the Saturday work crew he 
led for many years. He wore his 
work clothes until absolute threads 

BCWA Remembers Brother Don Geiger

Continued on Page 6

“With Don 
as a guide, I learned how 

to walk lightly, appreciate the 
little things in nature and don’t 
be in a rush to get to the end 

of the trail.”
—Rob Evans

News and Notes

http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org
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Don would tell the best stories 
over lunch after a work session. 
Things like some of the work he 
had done overseas, what new plant 
he found at Mount St. John, de-
tails of plant identification, what 
was growing in his garden or what 
birds we saw that day. He would 
never miss a chance to turn over 
a rock in a creek to see what was 
living there and what that meant 
about the water quality. He would 
tell the corniest jokes and laugh 
like they were so funny. In fact, if 
you have ever been on a wetlands 
hike with me and I’ve told the story 
about the honey locust tree and the 
mastodon, that was Don’s story. 
With Don as a guide, I learned how 
to walk lightly, appreciate the little 
things in nature and don’t be in a 
rush to get to the end of the trail.

I treasure the time I’ve spent 
with Don Geiger and consider my-
self a better person for it. He will 
be dearly missed by many. Rest in 
Peace Don!

—Rob Evans 

Remembering

  IN MEMORIAM:  Robert Louis

Robert Louis was one of the 
primary four people who worked 
on the first boardwalk we built at 
Siebenthaler Fen. He was a skilled 
carpenter and was always ready to 
help in any way possible. He was 
involved in most BCWA volunteer 
projects until he moved to South 
Carolina. Most memorably he took 
on a major project building the ob-
servation deck at the Beaver Creek 

Wetlands Nature Reserve as mentor 
for an Eagle Scout. The idea was to 
have the scout do a small part but 
the scout decided to do the whole 
thing. Robert, one other BCWA 
volunteer and the scout and his 
family finished the whole thing. I 
am pretty sure that Robert was the 
Eagle Scout’s inspiration.

—Jim Amon

  IN MEMORIAM:  Ed Dressler

News and Notes

and took some gentle teasing for 
it. Now if I get a comment on my 
ragged work clothes I just say I’m 
emulating Brother Don. 

—Lois Gschwender
Don was a good friend. His 

understanding of conservation was 
contagious. He was constantly 
teaching, but you didn’t feel like it 
was a classroom. It was just a con-
versation, a funny story, or “look at 
this”. He was an example, to all, of 
the best a person could be. He will 
be remembered as a cornerstone of 
ecological restoration.

—Jim Amon
Dr. Don Geiger was one of 

the first people I met when I first 
started volunteering for the Bea-
ver Creek Wetlands Association in 
2001. He was doing field work at 
Creekside Reserve. I would soon 
go out every weekend with Don’s 
crew and clear honeysuckle, au-
tumn olive and whatever else Don 
directed us to cut down and treat. 
After every work session, Don 
would take us for a walk, showing 
and describing the things that made 
the reserve so special. 

Like everyone that has met 
Don, I soon learned how passion-
ate, talented and dedicated he was 
to the environmental restoration 
and conservation. Don was a kind, 
unassuming and gentle man. When-
ever I thought about complain-
ing about how hot it was outside, 
I would look over and see Don, 
working away in his half-torn shirt, 
on his hands and knees cutting out 
roots or planting something new 
with his boundless energy.

When BCWA formed, Ed 
Dressler was Director of the 
Greene County Park District (now 
Greene County Parks & Trails). Ed 
and the Park District acquired the 
first protected pieces of the wet-
land corridor, what is now Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Reserve. He was 
involved in many other projects 
in the wetlands too, including the 
acquisition of the Koogler Wetland 
and Prairie Reserve, and provided 
effective interaction with key play-
ers in Greene County.

At the same time he was doing 
that he was a whirlwind of energy 
about greenways. He doggedly 
pursued the idea of converting 
abandoned railroad corridors to 
multi-use trails, resulting in the 
construction of the Creekside Trail 
between Xenia and Dayton. That 
one was a big regional hit and soon 
more trails were connecting to it 
as communities and park systems 
caught the trail fever. The result is 
what I believe is the largest inter-

Continued on Page 7

Continued from Page 5
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connected multi-use trail system 
in the United States. If anyone was 
the parent of this system it was Ed 
Dressler. He went to uncounted 
meetings to move the trail initia-
tive, usually arriving late with an 
armful of big rolled up maps. He 
was a good soul that made a life of 
public service.

—Dave Nolin

Continued from Page 6

BCWA Seeks Executive Director
We recently learned that our talented executive director, Blythe 

Hazellief is leaving us for personal reasons. We will miss her greatly 
and thank her so much for her amazing work as our first ED in de-
cades.

Your board has been hard at work fine tuning our long term strate-
gy and making sure our hiring process for a new ED will find the best 
candidate for the job. One of our newest trustees, David Goldstein, 
is leading our search committee. They will find candidates, vet them 
and bring a short list to the board for approval. We’re excited about 
the process and are confident we’ll find the right person to execute 
BCWA’s strategic goals including the Spotted Turtle Trail. 

—Eric Bee, Trustee & Governance Chair

Developers pump 
water out of ground 
to place sewer pipes

A local developer pumped so 
much water from the aquifer that 
it lowered water levels around 
the wetlands. BCWA talked to the 
developer and expressed concern 
that too much pumping could harm 
sensitive flora of the wetlands. 
The developer has since stopped 
pumping. Local officials are talk-
ing about possible changes to the 
permitting process that will prevent 
over ambitious pumping in the 
future. BCWA thanks the many 
people who were first to observe 
this and bring it to the attention of 
the BCWA office.

The Gallery at Lofino 
Plaza:  
Wetlands Art Show

Because of the pandemic, the 
Art Show remains in a wait-and-see 
situation. With vaccines now being 
distributed the Gallery at Lofino 
Plaza may still be able to have the 
show, but interested persons should 
consult
 www.beavercreekculturalarts.org 
for up-to-date information.

The show is to feature Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Association Pho-
tography and Paintings. Thanks 
for your patience as we work out a 
plan! Great Blue Lobelia, photographed 

at Pearl’s Fen last September. 
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The Importance of Soil Bacteria
The American Phytopathological Society reports that Elizabeth Shank and her team found plant-growth-

promoting bacteria that can improve plant health or protect them from pathogens and can be used commer-
cially to help crops. They form communities of several kinds of bacteria some making sticky compounds 
that help them adhere to plant roots in what are known as biofilms.

BCWA members, please bear with us as we return the Spotted 
Turtle newsletter to a quarterly schedule, keeping in-depth print 
coverage while increasing frequency of social media offerings.

http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org
http://www.beavercreekculturalarts.org
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Wetlands from Dust Devils and Ditches

In 1988 Dave Nolin, Dane 
Mutter and I were curious 
about the beginnings of 

Beaver Creek. We knew one origin 
was at Southwest Portland Cement 
Company’s spring fed fishing lake 
near Trebein Rd and US 235. It 
was possible that the stream leav-
ing Pearl’s Fen connected also. It 
seemed to go in the right general 
direction. So, we took a hike one 
winter day. The stream led us under 
I-675, along a soggy field where 
the stream was channelized and un-
der a haul road used by SWPCCo, 
the cement company. From there it 
took us through a wet forested area 
with lots of willows. The stream 
was still channelized, first south, 
then west, then south again skirting 
a large barren field. More than bar-
ren, the field had been scraped, 3 to 
5 feet deep, to harvest soil needed 
for production of the Portland ce-
ment. No topsoil was present just 
a yellowish clay that clung to our 
boots making our traverse of the 
field slow. We noted a large drain-
age ditch cut into the field draining 
toward the stream we had been fol-
lowing. The soil mining operation 
obviously needed to dry things out 
in what was probably a very wet 
place. Maybe a wetland? 

Finally, the stream took an-
other turn to the west and ran 
into what Fairborn people called 
Red Bank Ditch and on through 
town to WPAFB. We were disap-
pointed that it didn’t connect to 
Beaver Creek. We thought Beaver 
Creek would be right at that west-
ward turn. We looked for it. Sure 
enough, just a few yards more to 

the south, on the edge of the big 
field, was Beaver Creek, cut deeply 
into the terrain, running west and 
immediately making a turn south 
and going under Garland Road. 
The land was so flat and the creek 
incised so deeply 
we couldn’t see 
it until we were 
almost on it’s 
bank.

We knew 
Beaver Creek 
had been dredged 
deep, back in the early 1900s, in 
hopes of promoting agriculture by 
using the deep channel as a drain-
age ditch. We also had heard stories 
about flooding in Fairborn and they 
thought it might be due to Beaver 
Creek. Not so, the culprit was Red 
Bank Ditch. It was fed by what we 
now like to call Pearl’s Run, the 
flow from Pearl’s Fen. Wheels were 
turning in our heads. Could we take 
this land, used by SWPCCo, and 
make it into a wetland using Pearl’s 
Run? Could we make it do what 
many wetlands do – control flood-
ing? Could we take something that 
had lost all its original soil (prob-
ably wetland) and make it into a 
high quality wetland habitat? Could 
we reestablish the pre-settlement 
creek alignment of Pearl’s Run 
with Beaver Creek?  Did Pearl’s 
Run supply water through the sum-
mer? If not, we might be out of 
luck. 

I walked the same barren field 
for about a year every few weeks 
or so. In summer, the field was so 
dry I saw dust devils, mini tornados 
of loose soil, but Pearl’s Run con-

tinued to flow almost as strongly as 
in the winter when we first visited 
it. It looked to me like we could 
make a wetland. All I needed to do 
was to reverse the drainage caused 
by the path of Pearl’s run through 

the site, more or 
less. It was not all 
that easy. Under 
mining law, SW-
PCCo would have 
to restore the site 
one day, but who 
knows what that 

would be. I asked them if I could 
make a stab at it. Lots of phone 
calls and visits later they said okay. 
Restoration is not free. I got a grant 
from the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Council and tons of 
help from BCWA volunteers to 
help. Eventually we had to build 
three small dams in Pearl’s Run to 
nullify the existing drainage ditch-
es, and plant the site with wetland 
flora. To get started we needed 
permits and visits by regulatory 
agencies. You won’t believe how 
many agencies needed to see what 
the devil we were doing. I am a 
mere biologist, so I needed profes-
sional engineer approved drawings 
and inspections. I was proposing to 
put Pearl’s Run back into Beaver 
Creek because everything sug-
gested that is where it belonged and 
that was the best way to control 
flooding in Fairborn. Yikes, they 
said, we were taking water that was 
going to the Mad River watershed 
and putting it into the Little Miami 
River watershed. Jumping water-
sheds was unheard of! I had to get 

Could we take this 
land, used by SWPC-
Co, and make it into a 
wetland using Pearl’s 
Run? 

Continued on Page 9
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permits from the Ohio EPA and the 
US Army Corps of Engineers and it 
seemed that regulators from half of 
the eastern USA needed to see the 
project before we could move dirt.

Well, it all came together. We 
made two pools to catch the stream 
water and that water fed into the 

Yikes, they said, we 
were taking water 
that was going to the 
Mad River watershed 
and putting it into 
the Little Miami River 
watershed. 

sand layer we found under the 
whole site, keeping everything wet 
and creating some nice ponds for 
turtles and waterfowl. To get water 
where we needed it, we built three 
small dams of stone. The cement 
company had accurate surveys of 
elevations to the tenth of a foot of 
the whole site and that helped us 
know where water would go and 
how deep it would be. We asked 
them if we could use their heavy 
equipment to do excavation. They 
said no, but they gave us $25,000 
to hire our own. It took years to 
complete the project and it grew as 
we continued. We originally had 
negotiated a conservation ease-

ment to protect the site, but they 
said no again. This time they just 
wanted to donate the whole thing. 
That got complicated because there 
were water and sewer assessments 
to pay, but a local developer said if 
we would give him a small part of 
the land for homes, he would pay 
the assessment. Wonderful. Yeah, 
it got way more complicated than 
that, but the bottom line is that 
soon you will be able to enjoy the 
site again. It is now called Cemex 
Reserve. Greene County Parks & 
Trails owns it now and is doing 
some needed sprucing up. It will 
probably be open sometime this 
spring.

—Jim Amon

Continued from Page 8

Wetlands from Dust Devils and Ditches

View of Cemex Reserve marsh, April 2, 2016
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Reflecting
I stand here alone
Among the geese

There are snowflakes on my 
fleece
But never truly alone and never 
do I fear
My heart is at peace

Later, I came here with my 
friend
 To see and learn about 
that on which we depend
 We share our thoughts, 
some with only mental mes-
sages we send
We speak in hushed tones
 We look and listen for 
critters among the stones
A knowing glance we share
 There is life everywhere
My heart is at peace.

By Jim Amon

http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org
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Field Notes 
Mike Mushala, 9/23/2020

While I haven’t seen any Red-
headed Woodpeckers lately, the 
Flickers have been very active in 
the morning at Siebenthaler Fen.  
Back by the kiosk I noticed a bird 
land high up on a tree that seemed 
slightly larger than the usual com-
mon bird. To my surprise, when I 
uploaded the picture it was a hawk. 
Based on size and beak shape, I 
think it is a Cooper’s Hawk. This is 
the first time I’ve seen one near the 
kiosk. In the past I’ve associated 
the Cooper’s Hawk with the wood-
ed area next to the parking lot. 

—Mike Mushala

“Adopt the pace of nature: her secret is patience.” 
—Ralph Waldo Emerson

We went for a walk on a cool, sunny mid September afternoon in the 
Amon Reserve. A doe and fawn watched us warily from the edge of the 
prairie as we entered. We chose the forest trail and came upon a garter 
snake sunning itself across the path. He moved on with some gentle 
encouragement. Further down the trail, we stopped at an open spot where 
we could view the marsh. The breeze brought the marsh plants to life. As 
we watched, a small flock of warblers flew by and landed in a nearby tree, 
perhaps resting on their migration. Large trees seem to dominate the vista 
along the trail but if you look down occasionally, small wonders may be 
seen. Several tiny Lady’s Tresses orchids were blooming along the path.

This was an ordinary day in one of the special places along the Bea-
ver Creek Wetland Corridor. If one walks slowly, quietly with eyes, ears, 
mind and heart open these wonders and more await.

—Carol Amon

9/21/2020
The parking lot at Pearl’s Fen 

Sunday morning! There was a mini 
traffic jam when we left, and it was 
still before noon. A friend at Day-
ton Daily news said they had 6,000 
page views on the article about the 
opening. 

—Eric Bee
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Beaver Creek Wetlands assoCiation, inC. is a listed Charity on amazon smile. 

Working on your budget? Please consider giving to the BCWA’s 
endowment fund, administered by The Dayton Foundation. 

Founded in 1988, the Mission of 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands As-
sociation is to protect the wet-
land ecosystem in the Beaver 
Creek watershed through
partnerships, community
networks, and public education.

Newsletter Submissions, 
Questions or Comments:

We rely on members like you 
to make this newsletter the product 
of many diverse voices. If you have 
an idea for an article or a picture to 
include, please send them to:
 newsletter@beavercreekwetlands.org

Also, we welcome any com-
ments or questions. For submis-
sions, questions, or comments, 
please include “newsletter” in the 
subject line of your e-mail. We 
reserve the right to edit for content 
or clarity. 

The Spotted Turtle Society Looks to the Future

The Spotted Turtle Society is 
a funding source that the Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Association will 
use to protect and preserve unique 
natural areas in the wetland corri-
dor long into the future. Funds do-
nated to the Spotted Turtle Society 
are managed as an endowment by 
The Dayton Foundation. 

The Dayton Foundation is an 
organization that receives and ad-
ministers funds from private indi-
viduals and organizations to benefit 
charitable entities. The funds are 
invested and managed to receive a 
higher return than ordinary banking 
resources. The foundation provides 
a tax benefit to those donors who 
are able to make a charitable gift.

At this point, the funds donated 
to The Spotted Turtle Society are 
not used for day-to-day operations 
of BCWA, but are designed to in-
crease in value in order to preserve 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands for 
future generations.

One does not have to be 
wealthy to contribute to an endow-
ment fund. Much like a savings 
account, small amounts add up, but 
with far greater return. BCWA can 
now accept gifts of cash, securities, 
life insurance, retirement assets, 
life estates, charitable annuities, be-
quests and many other planned and 
deferred giving options. To learn 
more about giving to The Spotted 
Turtle Society, please contact The 
Dayton Foundation at 40 N. Main 
St. Suite 500, Dayton, Ohio 45423, 
937-222-0410 or online at www.
daytonfoundation.org.

Please consider making an 
investment in the future of the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands that may 
provide our grandchildren and 
great grandchildren a place of awe 
and wonder. If you are able to 
donate, contact The Dayton Foun-
dation and designate the funds for 
BCWA.

—Carol Amon

BCWA supporters are beautiful.
Thanks for supporting your local 
environmental organization! 
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Pileated woodpecker at Siebenthaler Fen, March 9, 2021

http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org
mailto:admin%40beavercreekwetlands.org?subject=
http://www.daytonfoundation.org
http://www.daytonfoundation.org
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Remember summer? Jennifer Davit 
wrote that trips to Siebenthaler Fen 
became a welcome respite from 
COVID-19 quarantine. Here, her 
son poses with a Great Angelica 
plant against the sky. 
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