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120 More Trees For Fairborn Marsh!
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Rohan Desarapu (in red) addresses his enthusiastic and hard working group of 
volunteers, who planted 120 new trees in Fairborn Marsh in November. 

Trees are very important in wetland 
habitats because they control flooding 
which helps to prevent erosion. They 
also clean water and get rid of pol-
lutants. This November, I completed 
my Eagle project at the Fairborn 
Marsh. After 2 months of planning, 
my team of volunteers and I planted 
120 trees of various types in the prairie 
area. This project helped to progress 
on the goal of planting 340 trees in 
the Fairborn Marsh. The planting was 
a continuation of the planting proj-
ect done last fall, where the BCWA 
planted 80 trees. These trees were pur-
chased by the Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Association. The trees were planted 
with a small tree fence surrounding 
them to help protect the trees from 
small animals such as voles, as well 
as a larger metal fence to help protect 
them from deer.

Local Eagle Scout describes his project 

A newly planted oak tree with outer 
and inner fencing, watering tube and 
a numbered tag keyed to a data-filled 

spreadsheet.
continued on page 2
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Calendar 
 

February
 
Wed., Feb. 14 is Valentine’s Day
Take your sweetie to a wetland!

Sun., Feb. 18, 1:00 p.m.
Cabin Fever Hike
Oakes Quarry Park

March

Sat., Mar. 10, 10:00 a.m.
Skunk Cabbage Hike
Siebenthaler Fen

Look for woodcocks in March!

Tue., Mar. 20, 6:29 a.m.
Spring Equinox (1st Day of 
Spring)

April

Sun., Apr. 22, 1:00 p.m.
Earth Day Hike
 Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve



2 Spotted Turtle—Winter 2018

P
ho

to
s 

by
 R

ic
ha

rd
 S

w
ig

ar
t

President’s Message: BCWA Going Forward In The 30th Year

2018 is going to be a great year 
for the Beaver Creek Wetlands
Association! We are celebrating our 
30th year as a non-profi t land trust, 
working to preserve and protect the 
wetlands and uplands along the cor-
ridors of the Beaver Creek and Little 
Beaver Creek.

To celebrate, we will be offering 
programs and events throughout the 
year that display the importance and 
beauty of the wetlands. Follow us on 
social media, on our website or in 
our newsletter to get involved with 
our celebration. Our big event will 
be our 30th annual meeting which 

will be May 19th at the Hilton Garden 
Inn in Beavercreek. Save the date and 
make plans to celebrate with us that 
evening. We will be unveiling our new 
video and will share our vision for the 
wetlands in the next 30 years. We look 
forward to seeing you. 

Until then, get out and explore the 
wetlands. Some of the early spring 
fl owers will be starting to peek out 
soon and migrating birds will be pass-
ing through. Spring will be here before 
you know it!  

—Jim Schneider
president@beavercreekwetlands.org

 My volunteers and I completed 
prerequisite tasks for the project. 
These included bending 300 sod 
pins, as well as helping to cut the 
deer fence into 5-foot sections and 
cutting the tree fence into 1-foot 
sections. The main project was 
completed on November 11th and 
12th and took 6 hours to complete 
with 85 volunteers working. In total, 
the entire project took 230 volunteer 
hours. These volunteers were from 
Beavercreek High School, Troop 71, 

Beaver Creek Wetlands Association, 
the Youth Group for Indian Culture 
(YGIC), and the Beavercreek Cricket 
Club (BCC).

I am thankful to the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Association for providing 
the opportunity for the project, the 
materials, as well as the support. I 
would also like to thank Dr. Jim Amon 
and Hitesh Trivedi for helping me to 
plan this project. I would fi nally like 
to thank Domino’s pizza for donating 
some pizzas for the eagle project.  

—Rohan Desarapu

continued from page 1
Eagle Scout Project

To accomplish an enormous task ...  divide the work among groups! A great turnout is a big help, too.

All equipped and ready to work!



Volunteer Activity for September—December, 2017
Land management volunteers 

continued invasive plant control 
through the autumn months, cutting 
and chipping the woody invasives 
(honeysuckle, privet, autumn olive, 
and Callery pear) in upland areas 
throughout the Beaver Creek cor-
ridor and tackling Phragmites, reed 
canary grass, and purple loosestrife 
in the wetland areas. Another clean-
up was undertaken along the Little 
Beaver Creek (unfortunately, this 
has to be done on a regular basis), 
the observation decks at Fairborn 
Marsh and Koogler Wetland/Prairie 
Reserve were pressure washed and 
sealed, trails were kept trimmed at 
Koogler Reserve & Siebenthaler 
Fen, and beaver dams in problematic 
locations were managed. The news 
in land management was planting – 
a minor expansion of the Monarch 
Waystation at Hagenbuch Reserve 
and the major project – planting of 
120 mixed oak and hickory trees 
as phase 2 of a 3-year reforestation 
project at Fairborn Marsh. 

Land management volunteers 

included Jim Amon, Eric Bee, Skip 
Beehler, Matt Biggers, Ken Bish, Ed 
Bogden, Eric Borth, Matt Cary, Aaron 
Deckard, Jason Demeter, Pixie Edsall, 
Mike Enright, Ellen Guest, Bill Grun-
er, Lois Gschwender, Ellen Guest, 
Anna Kamnyev, Debbie Karr, Patrick 
Kennedy, Jim Lucot, Meg Maloney, 
Dave Nolin, Greg Notestine, Kathy & 
Sarah Potter, Ted & Sue Rytel, Chris-
topher Santos, Jim Schneider, Richard 
Swigart, TJ Theopolos, Hitesh Trivedi, 
Tom Whitman, Alex Zelles, Mike 
Zimmerman plus Eagle Scout candi-
date Rohan Desarapu from Troop #71 
and all of his helpers for the Fairborn 
Marsh tree planting.

Another group of volunteers helped 
to staff the booth at the Popcorn 
Festival and at Combined Federal 
Campaign events, guided hikes for 
preschoolers, master gardeners, and 
hiking and paddling groups, and 
helped with two educational programs 
– Monarch Tagging and the Teal 
Pumpkin Prairie Maze. 

Volunteers assisting with these 
educational activities included Jim 

Amon, Art Bauer, Eric Bee, Skip 
Beehler, Steve Blatt, Janet Boehmer, 
Jean Burdeshaw, Ann Byrd, Dave 
Duell, Pixie Edsall, Mike Enright, 
Rob Evans, Lois Gschwender, 
Denny Jarvi, Anna Kamnyev, Deb-
bie Karr, Michaela Lanter, Shannon 
Mueller, Mike Mushala, Dave Nolin, 
Jeff & Kathy Potter, Judy Renz, 
Jim Runkle, Jim Schneider, Chris 
Simmons, Richard Swigart, Hitesh 
Trivedi, Mandy Wolski, Brian Wood-
ruff, Alex Zelles, Mike Zimmerman.

Volunteers – thank you for your 
time and efforts to benefit the Beaver 
Creek wetlands! 

—Debbie Karr

Monarch Tagging in September. Owl booth at the Teal Pumpkin 
Prairie Maze (October)
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BCWA’s monarch tagging pro-
gram took place in mid- to late Sep-
tember, too late to include a summary 
of the activity in the fall newsletter.  

Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve 
was filled with families wielding but-
terfly nets, learning about monarchs, 
their lifecycle, and long migration 
to Mexico. They also learned a 
song about insect anatomy and then 
demonstrated their new knowledge 
by building an insect out of snacks 
during “Edible Entomology.” Vol-
unteers helped the kids identify the 
butterflies they captured and when 
someone brought back a monarch, a 
crowd gathered to watch and par-
ticipate in the process of recording 
data, then tagging and releasing the 
butterfly. 

2017 Monarch Tagging

Volunteers brought monarch 
caterpillars, chrysalises, and newly 
emerged butterflies for all to see.  
Participants who lingered after the 
program ended were treated to the 
sight of a monarch caterpillar shedding 
its final skin to reveal the chrysalis 
underneath! 

During September and early Octo-
ber, we tagged 76 monarchs – 43 wild 
and 33 reared from an egg or caterpil-
lar. There were 40 male and 36 female 
butterflies.

Monarch tagging has been a very 
popular program and has served as 
an introduction to the Beaver Creek 
wetlands for many participants over 
the years.  We hope to see you for this 
program in September 2018! 

—Debbie Karr
Debbie Karr helps a Monarch tag-
ging participant release a butterfly.

What Flowers Do Monarch Butterflies Prefer?

For the first time since BCWA established a Monarch Waystation at Hagenbuch Reserve, we tagged more mon-
archs there than at Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve, where our annual tagging program has been conducted since 
2010. An interesting observation was made – at Koogler, monarchs were nectaring on the Maximillian sunflowers 
in early to mid-September, then asters and goldenrods in late September. However, at the Waystation, the monarchs 
were strongly attracted to a native plant called tall thoroughwort, also known as tall boneset (Eupatorium altissi-
mum), over all of the other flowering plants. Even when the thoroughwort was well past prime and there were just 
a few remaining flowers, the monarchs still sought those out and ignored the asters and goldenrods in peak bloom.  
There is an explanation, provided by a local expert – the Eupatorium species provide an alkaloid used by many 
butterflies and moths for reproduction (pheromone production) and sequestered as a toxic compound for protection.  
This shows the value of a plant that most people would consider to be a weed!  

—Debbie Karr

On Monarch Migration, Seasonal Changes and Citizen Science
www.facebook.com/SantuarioElCapulin/videos/508462139524525/
We may seem a bit “butterfly 

obsessed” ... but you’ve just got to 
check out the video link (above) of 
gazillions of butterflies arriving at 
the Sanctuary of the Monarch But-
terfly, located about 1 hour and a half 
from Valle de Bravo, in the State of 
Mexico, Mexico. 

If you enjoy learning about Mon-
arch migration, we also recommend 

Journey North, a website that tracks 
migration and seasonal change. A wide 
variety of citizen science projects on 
migration and phenology are offered. 
Families, teachers, schools, nature 
centers, professional scientists and 
novices—all can sign up and learn to 
contribute data.

Reported sightings are mapped in 
real-time as waves of migrations move 

across the continent. People report 
sightings from the field, view maps, 
take pictures, and leave comments.

Journey North was founded in 
1994, and is funded by Annenberg 
Learner, a division of the Annenberg 
Foundation. Follow this link:
www.learner.org/jnorth/

Have a great time learning! 
—Sue Rytel
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Science Corner: Christmas Bird Count, 2017

On December 16, 2017, a group of 
BCWA volunteers and local birders 
met at Phillips Park to participate in 
the annual Greene County Christmas 
Bird Count, part of the annual Audu-
bon event. They divided into four 
teams to cover all the Beaver Creek 
wetlands sites that were within the 

official count circle, with a team going 
to Creekside Reserve, another cover-
ing Phillips Park and the adjacent Bea-
ver Creek Wetlands Nature Reserve, 
the third traveling to Siebenthaler Fen, 
and the fourth team covering Koogler 
Wetland/Prairie Reserve plus Fairborn 
Marsh. A total of 766 individual birds 

of 41 species were tallied, with the 
highlight being the flock of Sandhill 
Cranes that passed over the team at 
Koogler Reserve, flying south along 
the Beaver Creek, and then passing 
over the team at Siebenthaler Fen. 

—Debbie Karr

Sandhill Crane flyover at Christmas Bird Count, 2017
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Read about these magnificent birds at the Website of the International Crane Foundation:
www.savingcranes.org/species-field-guide/sandhill-crane/

Wetlands in winter.
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continued on page 7

A Brief History of the Beaver Creek – Part 7

• In Parts 1 & 2, the natural history of the valley of the Beaver Creek and the impact of humans on the landscape 
were explored.

• In Parts 3 & 4, the removal of the Harbine Mill Dam on the Beaver Creek and the petition to “improve” the Beaver 
Creek were discussed.

• In Parts 5 & 6, after having decided that the improvement to the Beaver Creek was needed, the Commissioners ap-
proved the Engineer’s report and a contract was awarded for the improvement. 

The contractor started the 
improvement of the Bea-
ver Creek at the site of 
the former Harbine Mill 

Dam in the middle of May, 1915 and 
everything appeared to be going well. 
The next reference to the improve-
ment is on August 25, 1915 when it 
is noted in the Commissioner’s re-
cords that there had been a two week 
work stoppage on the Beaver Creek 
Ditch. The Commissioners decided 
that it was “apparent” that the work 
on the ditch could not be completed 
by October 1, 1915 as stated in the 
contract. The contractor’s surety 
company was notified by telegram 
that it would be held responsible if 
the work was not completed on time.

The reasons for the work stoppage 
were never stated in the Commis-
sioner’s or the Engineer’s records but 
later entries may give some hints of 
what could have caused the stop-
page. The next time the improvement 
is mentioned is on October 6, 1915 
when the Commissioners visited 
the line of the improvement “for the 
purpose of making some alterations 
in the line of the same, believing that 
a change of the route” in the area of 
what is now known as Fairground 
Road “would be of the general ben-
efit to the health and welfare of the 
community.” 

They weren’t able to determine 
if the change should be made at that 
time so they adjourned and met three 
days later in session to discuss the 
alteration. After much consideration 
and discussion, they failed to make a 
“definite determination” and tabled 

the alteration decision until a later 
date.

The contract for the improvement 
of the Beaver Creek called for a 
completion date of October 1, 1915. 
On November 1, the Board took 
under consideration the construction 
company’s request for an extension 
of time to complete the contract for 
the excavation of the channel of the 
Beaver Creek and found the request to 
be reasonable since they were satisfied 
with the work done so far. After fur-
ther consideration, the Board required 
the contractor to get an assent from 
the bonding company that they would 
be willing to allow the extension to be 
granted. On November 6, the Board 
considered a report from the Engineer 
on the progress of the contractor and 
agreed to a payment of $1000.00 in 
bonds to the construction company for 
work done. Then, on November 12, 
after hearing from the bonding com-
pany, the Board granted the contractor 
a 120 day extension on the contract, 
until Saturday, January 29, 1916.

On October 9, the Board had tabled 
the consideration that the line of the 
improvement should be altered from 
the Engineer’s original report. On 
November 15, the Board again “pro-
ceeded to the line of the work of the 
improvement of the channel of the 
Beaver creek” at Ankeney Mill Road 
(now Fairground Road) “for the pur-
pose of determining whether or not, 
if a change in the line thereat would 
be of greater benefit for the drainage 
of the adjoining lands.” Once again, 
“after going over the field and careful 
consideration, no change was recom-

mended or agreed upon.”
Nothing is in the records concern-

ing the improvement until January 26, 
1916, when the Commissioners re-
ceived a report from the Engineer that 
the portion of the Beaver Creek Ditch 
that had been finished was done to the 
Engineer’s satisfaction. The Board 
then agreed to pay the contractor for 
the work that had been completed 
based on an estimate submitted by the 
Engineer. According to the County 
Engineer, at this point in the improve-
ment, approximately four miles had 
been completed, from the site of the 
former Harbine Mill Dam to Ankeney 
Mill Road. Another four miles re-
mained to be completed, from Gray’s 
Run to Dayton-Yellow Springs Road.

On February 3, “the Board proceed-
ed to the line of the channel of Beaver 
Creek together with the Engineer 
thereof, for the purpose of observing 
the progress of the work, together with 
its effect upon the drainage district.” 
This is the same area around Ankeney 
Mill Road that the Board had visited 
before and, again, “after having gone 
over the same in the vicinity of Gray’s 
Run, further consideration was ad-
journed.” On February 28, the Board, 
after having discussed the possible im-
provement to the channel of the stream 
with the land owners “whom would be 
benefited thereby,” had planned on go-
ing back to the site once again but had 
to postpone the visit due to one Com-
missioner being ill. On March 3, the 
Board again “had under consideration 
the alteration of a portion of the line of 
said stream, looking to the improve-
ment of the flow of the water therein 
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continued from page 6

south” of the bridge over the creek at 
Ankeney Mill Road. This may sound 
familiar, but the Board “not being able 
to fully decide as to the necessities 
required for the better thereof, said 
matter was adjourned.” (Note: Gray’s 
Run is the small stream that flows 
under Beaver Valley Road just north of 
Fairground Road: it then follows north 
side of Fairground Road to just before 
the parking area for Siebenthaler Fen. 
It then crosses under Fairground Road 
to merge with the Beaver Creek.)

On May 11, 1916 the matter alter-
ing the route of the channel improve-
ment was brought before the Board 
when they received a petition from the 
affected land owners for the alteration. 

“TO THE HONORABLE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS, GREENE COUNTY, 
OHIO:
     ‘The undersigned owners of lots 
and lands which will be drained 
or benefited by the improvement 
herein prayed for, hereby make 
application to your honorable body 
and now file with the Auditor of 
said count, this, their petition, and 
now and hereby pray for the altera-
tion of the Main line of Beavercreek 
Channel by straightening, widen-
ing, deepening and changing the 
same.
     “The necessity for and the ben-
efits of the improvement so prayed 
for is that it will drain and reclaim 
the lands along the line thereof and 
adjacent thereto, and will promote 
the public health, convenience and 
welfare by such alteration.”

The petition was signed by R. P. 
Sheppard, J. E. Herring, and L. W. 
Ankeney, property owners whose 
lands were located north of Ankeney 
Mill Road. What follows this is a de-
tailed description of exactly where the 
petitioners want the channel to go by 
using property lines and intersections, 
the numbered stakes installed by the 

county Engineer and map coordinates. 
When all of these things are interpret-
ed, they mean that the alteration will 
start at the bridge on Ankeney Mill 
Road and run in a southerly direc-
tion across the land of J. F. Harsh-
man, Geo. W. Harshman and Geo. M. 
Shank. This was followed by a list of 
all property owners that would be ben-
efited by this improvement. This list 
contained all of the same names that 
were listed in the original petition for 
the improvement of the Beaver Creek. 
Also on this day, the county Auditor  
certified that the petitioners had 
deposited a bond, in “good and legal 
money” as a surety.

On May 13, 1916, the Board took 
under discussion the problems that 
the contractor was having at the point 
where Gray’s Run entered the main 
channel of the Beaver Creek, this is 
the same section of the improvement 
that the land owners had petitioned for 
just two days before. The problem was 
that during heavy rains, Gray’s Run 
would flow extremely high and fast 
and deposit large amounts of rocks 
and gravel in the main channel of the 
Beaver Creek. This also caused the 
bank of the Beaver Creek to cave in 
and add even more gravel and sedi-
ment to the main channel. The floating 
dredge that the contractor was using to 
improve the channel could not handle 
these deposits. The Board decided to 
suspend all work on the improvement 
at this point until the vast deposits of 
gravel could be removed but work 
would continue on the line above the 
place where Gray’s Run entered the 
channel.

On May 16, the Board met in spe-
cial session on the land of Mr. Peter 
Lang and vicinity in Bath Township. 
The purpose of this visit was “to be 
better informed as to the requirements 
in completion of the drainage sys-
tem as originally contemplated.” The 

History of Beaver Creek, Part 7

original petition for the improvement 
of the Beaver Creek stated that the 
improvement would start on the lands 
of Peter Lang and end at the site of the 
former Harbine Mill Dam. The county 
Engineer was instructed at that time to 
start the plat about two miles south at 
the bridge over the stream at Dayton-
Yellow Springs Road. They were ac-
companied by the county Engineer and 
the Prosecuting Attorney. (Note: Part 
of the land of Peter Lang, where the 
improvement was originally to start, 
is now encompassed in the Cemex 
Reserve of Greene County Parks & 
Trails.)

Also on May 16, the Auditor certi-
fied that all land owners that would 
be affected by the alteration to the im-
provement around Gray’s Run and the 
area of Ankeney Mill Road had been 
notified of the petition and that the 
Board would meet in special session at 
the line of the proposed alteration on 
June 1, 1916, with a copy of the peti-
tion, to hear all testimony in relation 
to the petition, both for and against. It 
was stated in the notification that any 
claims for compensation of damage, 
or for any change of the route of the 
alteration needed to be presented to 
the Commissioners “in writing on or 
before the day set for hearing.”

The Commissioners met in special 
session at the site of the proposed 
alteration on June 1, 1916, and, after 
hearing testimony from all concerned, 
they “went over and along the line 
of said improvement, and by actual 
view of said Channel of Beavercreek 
and the premises along and adjacent 
thereto, and to be drained or benefited 
thereby.” The Commissioners were 
then presented, in writing, from Mr. 
J. F. Harshman, the property owner 
whose land would be most affected, 
a claim for $3,500.00 in compensa-
tion and $20,000.00 for damages. The 
Commissioners decided that no action 

continued on page 8
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would be taken at that time and ad-
journed until June 3, 1916.

On June 3, the commissioners met 
again in special session to further 
discuss the petition to alter the line 
of the improvement. The Commis-
sioners then adopted the following 
resolution:

“We, the Board of County Commis-
sioners of Greene County, Ohio, do 
hereby fi nd that the petition for 
improvement by R. D. Sheppard et 
al, is necessary and will be condu-
cive to the public health, conve-
nience and welfare, and a benefi t 
to the lands along the line thereof 
and adjacent thereto, by furnish-
ing drainage thereto; and we fur-
ther fi nd that the route described 
is the best route.”

What then followed in the minutes 
was the same detailed route alteration 
as described in the petition for the 
change. The Board then ordered the 

County Surveyor “to go upon the land 
described in the petition” and that he 
would “survey and level the same, and 
set a stake at every100 feet, number-
ing downstream, note the sections of 
lands and boundaries of lands, town-
ships, county lines, land marks, bench 
marks and road crossings, and to make 
a report, profi le and plat thereof.” He 
was also ordered “estimate the num-
ber of cubic yards of earth or other 
substances to be removed, and the cost 
per cubic for each working section 
of 100 feet.” He was also to create a 
schedule of the lands that would be 
benefi ted “with an apportionment of 
the cost and the labor of constructing 
the improvement, in money, accord-
ing to the benefi ts which will result 
to each, and to perform such other 
duties as are required of the Surveyor.” 
The Commissioners then ordered the 
Surveyor to present his report to the 
Board on June 9, 1916. 

—Richard Swigart

continued from page 7

To Be Continued ...

Jim Schneider is using a fl ail mower on the BCS tractor this winter to mow 
Phragmites (tall, grassy plant seen in foreground).

In August, we were able to mow 
due to the ground drying enough to 
support the tractor and fl ail mower. In 
January, we took advantage of the fi rst 
warmer day after a deep freeze to mow 
the rest of the Phragmites. The ground 
and wet spots were still frozen, and 
could support the mower unit. Mowing 
the Phragmites will allow us to control 
new growth with less herbicide.

We also utilized the frozen ground 
in another area normally too wet to 
drive equipment through. A contractor 
mowed a conservation easement area 
where we are attempting to control 
reed canary grass. This action should 
mean better invasive control in the 
future, opportunity for noninvasive 
species to compete, and less herbicide 
use. 

—Skip Beehler

Taking Advantage of Frozen Ground to Mow Invasive Phragmites australis

Greene County Archives—Engineer’s 
Plat,  Beaver Creek Improvements
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BCWA News and Updates
A New Place to Get
Backyard Bird Supplies

If you live in or near Beavercreek 
check this out. Cobabe Wild Bird and 
Gift is located at 3787 Dayton Xenia 
Road right across from Knollwood 
Garden Center. Their phone number 
is 210-587-5432 and they are on 
the web at www.cobabewildbird.
com  They have been there for a few 
months but just expanded their store 
by a move next door. The owners, 
Ryan and Skyler Cobabe, are very 
cordial and carried my 40 pounds of 
birdseed to the car for me without me 
even asking. It is worth a look. You 
can email them at cobabewildbird@
gmail.com and they are on Facebook 
@cobabewildbird. 

Habla español?
Visite Knollwood Garden Cen-

ter en Facebook y vea un entrada 
en español! Dicen: Disfrute de una 
muestra de plantas y productos de 
todos nuestros departamentos; Llame 
o visite nuestra selección completa 
en temporada.

English: Visit Knollwood Garden 
Center on Facebook and see an entry 
in Spanish. They say: Enjoy a sample 
of plants and products from all our 
departments; Call or visit our full 
selection in season. .

—Jim Amon

Rewards programs
 Your purchases at these businesses can benefit BCWA!

Dorothy Lane Market
Good Neighbor Program

If you are a member of Club DLM, 
you can designate the BCWA (char-
ity ID 671) as your preferred charity.  
Either go to the service desk at your 
local DLM and complete an applica-
tion or register online at https://www.
dorothylane.com/clubdlm/goodneigh-
bor.pl . 

Kroger
Community Rewards Program

You can register your Kroger Plus 
card online and link it to BCWA’s 
NPO number 46587 at www.kroger-
communityrewards.com.  Every time 
you make a purchase with your Kroger 
Plus card, BCWA will benefit!  

Beaver Creek Wetlands Association, Inc. is also a listed charity on Amazon Smile. 

SAVE THE 
DATE ...
May 19, 2018 
BCWA 30th
Annual Meeting

Matching Donations From Your Employer... 

It’s always a good idea to check 
with your employer to see if a match-
ing donation is available. Some 
employers match up to 3 times your 
donation, but you’ll never know that 
until you ask! 

If your employer is a generous 
“matcher” of donations, your dollars 
can go even further to support Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Association. Thanks 
for looking into this. Thanks for all of 
your support. Every bit helps. 

BCWA Has A New Treasurer 
Jeff DeVore of Beavercreek has 

kindly volunteered to serve as the 
new Treasurer for BCWA. Jeff has 
experience in a similar role in another 
organization, and he lives right next to 
the wetlands. Welcome, Jeff! 

Invasive Plants—a Success 
on the Horizon

Ohio recently banned the sale of 38 
different species of invasive plants, 
many of them big problems for BCWA 
land managers. Two of these won’t be 
banned immediately, to allow nurser-
ies to get rid of stock. Purple Loose-
strife has one year before the ban is in 
place. Invasive Callery Pear trees have 
five years before the ban takes effect. 
The Ohio Invasive plants Council is 
happy with the ban, but there are still 
more things to add, and there is more 

work to do. One species that is cur-
rently missing is Reed Canarygrass.  
BCWA spends a great deal of time 
trying to get rid of this species that 
crowds out most wetland plants.

Many of the named plants were 
at some point nursery favorites 
for desirable qualities such as fast 
growth, low maintenance and big 
leaves and flowers—traits that 
allow them to aggressively spread 
beyond garden beds to parks and 
preserves.

If you have questions about 
plants that you believe may be 
invasives in your garden, feel free 
to call BCWA to ask about them. 
Several folks who volunteer for 
BCWA can help you determine if 
your plant is invasive, and can help 
you find an alternative species.  

—Jim Amon
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Beaver Creek Wetlands Association Members and
Volunteers Share their “Wetland Wow” Photos

30th Annual Meeting Speaker Announced
We will go all out for this one, with Tom Hissong as our featured speaker. Expect lots of great photographs and com-

mentary from this remarkable naturalist. Save the date: Satuarday, May 19 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Beavercreek.

 From Jim Amon: Sometimes when trying to grow some plants 
to use this spring in wetland restoration we get extras! This 
one is a mushroom growing in the pot with my fox sedge! I 

won’t eat it though - I think it is one of the toxic ones!

Also from Jim Amon:  Junco tracks/wing marks in the snow

Bracket fungus at Siebenthaler Fen; photo by Mike Mushala  Hoarfrost at Koogler/Wetland Prairie Reserve (by Rob Evans)
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Spotted Turtle Name and Logo: Noted 
area wildlife artist Charley Harper 
generously donated the art for our logo 
in 1988. His work has been adopted 
by the National Park Service and is 
appreciated worldwide. Our newslet-
ter recognizes the Spotted Turtle as 
an icon for the many rare animals and 
plants protected in the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands. 

Submissions, Questions, or Com-
ments: We rely on members like you 
to make this newsletter the product 
of many diverse voices. If you have 
an idea for an article or a picture to 
include, please send them to admin@
beavercreekwetlands.org  Also, we 
welcome any comments or questions. 
For submissions, questions, or com-
ments, please include “newsletter” 
in the subject line of your e-mail. We 
reserve the right to edit for content or 
clarity. 

Change of Address/Email
Members, please don’t forget to 
contact us if you move or change your 
email address: admin@beavercree-
kwetlands.org. We want to ensure that 
you receive your issue of The Spotted 
Turtle!

Donations of Land/Easements: If you 
are interested in donating land, placing 
an easement on property, or remem-
bering the BCWA in your will, please 
don’t hesitate to call the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Association at (937) 320-
9042. 

BCWA Annual Report: Copies are 
available by request. E-mail the office 
at admin@beavercreekwetlands.org or 
call (937) 320-9042. 

Join the BCWA Today!

Choose your member level: 
 $5 Student 
 $10 Senior (60+)
 $15 Individual 
 $25 Family

Please make your check payable to BCWA and 
mail to: BCWA, P.O. Box 42, Alpha, OH 45301

Name 

Address

Phone  

Email

Help reclaim our local wetlands corridor  
and restore its natural beauty and function. 
Your member dues fund land acquisition, 
education programs, habitat restoration  
and management of our preserve. 

 $35 Contributing
 $50 Supporting 
 $100 Patron
 $1,000 Life

A 501(c)(3) land  
trust organization.  
Your donation is  
tax deductible. 

Endowment Fund
Our Endowment Fund contains 

more than $233,092. Did you know 
you can leave a bequest in the form 
of a life annuity? Planned giving can 
result in tax savings and/or income to 
you, while leaving a legacy of conser-
vation.

The BCWA Endowment Fund 
is a permanent savings plan to help 
ensure that BCWA continues to protect 
wetlands for future generations. The 
BCWA Endowment Fund may accept 
many types of planned, deferred, and 
outright gifts that can actually increase 
the value of your estate, enabling you 
to do more with what you leave for 
others.

Spotted Turtle Society members 
include anyone who has made a gift to 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands Associa-
tion Endowment Fund.

 I would like to learn more about gift 
options to help grow the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Endowment Fund. Please 
contact me about planned giving.

 I have already included BCWA in my 
estate planning. I would like to become 
a member of the Spotted Turtle Soci-
ety.

 I wish to make an outright gift payable 
to ‘”BCWA Endowment Fund”.
Please return to:
Beaver Creek Wetlands Association
Attn: Endowment Committee
P.O.Box 42, Alpha, Ohio 45301

Planned Giving •

For information on a variety of planned giving options, call or write to us, visit our 
website: www.beavercreekwetlands.org/supportus-plannedgiving.html, or contact 
The Dayton Foundation directly. 

Founded in 1988, the Mission of 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands Associa-
tion is to protect the wetland ecosys-
tem in the Beaver Creek watershed 
through partnerships, community 
networks, and public education.
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