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Calendar
April

Saturday, April 14
Knollwood Garden Party
9:00 am - 6:00 pm

Sunday, April 22
Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve
1:00 pm
Earth Day Hike

Saturday, April 28
Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve
2:00 pm
Nest Box & Spring Migration Hike

May
Saturday, May 19
BCWA 30th Annual Meeting 
Hilton Garden Inn, Beavercreek 
5:30 - 9:30 pm

Monday, May 28
Memorial Day

June
Thursday, June 21
Summer Solstice
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Spring has Arrived!

Mid-March: Spirits are high at Siebenthaler Fen! A Great Blue Heron 
flies over Nan’s Tower, and a pair of Wood Ducks catches a current.
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The Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Association is 30 years old! 
In that 30 years the commu-
nity has gone from zero acres 
protected to more than 2300 
acres of wetlands and associ-
ated uplands protected through 
the efforts of the Wetlands 
Association and our many local 
partners. We will highlight how 
this was achieved at our an-
nual meeting on May 19 at the 
Hilton Garden Inn on Pentagon 
Boulevard in Beavercreek.

The event, titled “Dinner 
and a Movie” will also fea-

President’s Message:  A Special Birthday

Beaver Creek Wetlands Association 30th Anniversary Celebration! 

ture a silent auction, a raffl e 
of a digital camera and a pair 
of binoculars, movie trivia, a 
photo booth and other activi-
ties.

Our guest speaker will be 
Tom Hissong, a noted natural-
ist and photographer, who will 
be entertaining us with “Dis-
covering Ohio’s Natural Won-
ders through a Camera Lens.” 
And the premiere movie of 
the night will be the unveiling 
of our new promotional video 
created by Wild Excellence 
Films, made possible by a grant 

from the Beavercreek Forward 
Foundation.

You can make your res-
ervations and purchase raffl e 
tickets by going to our website 
and going to the special events 
page. We hope that all of you 
will come join our celebration 
of 30 years of protecting wet-
lands within the Beaver Creek 
watershed. 

—Jim Schneider, President

BCWA is celebrating 30 years
of conservation at a special annual 
meeting, Saturday, May 19, 2018 
at the Hilton Garden Inn at 3520 
Pentagon Boulevard, Beavercreek, 
Ohio. You’re invited to dinner and 
a movie!

5:30-6:30 p.m. Reception
Cash bar, Movie Night Trivia, 
Raffl e Drawing, & Silent Auction.

6:30 p.m. Dinner
$30.00; reservation required by 
May 9th.

7:30 p.m. Annual Meeting
Amendments to Code of Regula-
tions, election of trustees, awards 
and recognition.

8:00 p.m. Keynote Speaker
Tom Hissong will be presenting 

“Discovering Ohio’s Natural Won-
ders through a Camera Lens.”

Ohio is home to beautiful and 

remarkable natural wonders that 
can be discovered 365 days a year. 
In Ohio, a nature photographer 
can fi nd limitless wild subjects 
including fungi, wildfl owers, trees, 
insects, amphibians, birds and more 
to make great photos. Tom Hissong 
was an Education Manager and 
naturalist at the Aullwood Audubon 
Center and Farm near Dayton for 
more than 21 years. He has had the 
wonderful opportunity to spend a 
great deal of time in Ohio outdoors.  
On his way to learning all he can 
about Ohio’s natural heritage, Tom 
has made many exciting discover-
ies through his camera lens. In this 
program, Tom will share some of 
his favorite images of nature in 
Ohio through the four seasons in 
a special PowerPoint presentation. 
This program is sure to take the au-
dience on an exciting trip of beauty, 
wonder and discovery. Tom is an 

award winning nature photographer 
who lives in Clayton, Ohio with his 
wife Kay. 

The Movie:
After Tom’s presentation, we invite 
you to treat yourself to snacks from 
the concession stand and walk the 
red carpet to join us for a special 
screening of BCWA’s new pro-
motional video, produced by Wild 
Excellence Films.

30th Anniversary Raffl  e 
Discover the Beaver Creek Wet-
lands through the lens of a camera 
or binoculars!  In keeping with 
guest speaker Tom Hissong’s pro-
gram, “Discovering Ohio’s Natural 
Wonders through a Camera Lens” 
we are offering a digital camera 
and a pair of binoculars in the 30th 
Anniversary Raffl e. 
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Beaver Creek Wetlands Association 

30TH ANNIVERSARY 

ANNUAL MEETING RESERVATION FORM 

Yes,  count me in! 

Sorry, can’t attend but would like chance in 
raffle! 

_____ of us for dinner @ $30.00 = _______________ 

_____ Sliced Beef Tenderloin 

_____ Chicken Parmesan 

_____ Grilled Vegetable Napoleon 

“Dinner and a Movie” 

_____ raffle tickets $1.00 or 6 for $5.00 = ____________ 

Name(s):  _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________ 

City/ZIP: __________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________ 

Not Online? No problem! Complete this response form, 
and write your check to BCWA. Mail to: BCWA, P.O. BOX 42, 
ALPHA, OH 45301.

Continued from page 2
Summary of 2017 Volunteer Activity
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In 2017, 213 people volunteered more than 3960 
hours with the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association. 
They invested their time and efforts in a variety of 
activities – land management, education (programs, 
guided hikes, festivals and events), and administrative 
(running the organization and assisting with mailings), 
with many volunteers participating in more than one 
category. Of this total, 173 volunteers participated in 
hands-on land management throughout the wetlands 
corridor – 49 individuals, and 124 who volunteered as 
a member of a group, including multiple youth groups 
assisting with two Eagle Scout projects.

A monetary value is placed on volunteer hours for 
non-profi t organizations by the Independent Sector 
(www.independentsector.org/volunteer_time). It is an 
indicator of community involvement and can some-
times be used as a local match for grant funding. The 
2017 rate will not be determined until April, but using 
Ohio’s 2016 rate of $22.99 per hour, the value of time 
donated by BCWA volunteers last year is more than 
$91,000!  

Please check out the accompanying charts to see at 
a glance how we spent our time in 2017.    Thank you, 
volunteers, for all you do to care for the Beaver Creek 
wetlands and to help educate the public about their 
value! 

—Debbie Karr

more VoLunteer neWS  on page 4
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Continued  from page 3

Where are we 
working? This 
chart shows total 
hours spent at 
various locations 
in the Beaver 
Creek Wetlands.

Summary of 2017 Volunteer Activity
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Left: BCWA trustees and volunteers Alex Zelles and Anna Kamnyev set out supplies for a Pine Cone Bird 
Feeder Workshop. Right: A young workshop participant fi lls her pine cone with the bird feed mixture!

Volunteers in Action:  Pine Cone Bird Feeder Workshop

Above: Trustee and volunteer 
Skip Beehler sweeps the board-
walk at Siebenthaler Fen.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 Ji
m

 A
m

on



 See this newsletter in full color online at www.beavercreekwetlands.org 5

M
ap

 b
y 

D
av

e 
N

ol
in

Wetlands Visioning Process

This map overlay of the Beaver 
Creek Wetlands corridor identifies 
land ownership, existing parking and 
trails, and places where the public 
can easily access the wetlands. A 
group of dedicated BCWA trustees 
and advisors is having conversations 
with our partners in the corridor to 
ask what we can all do enhance ac-
cess and improve the experience in 
these special wetland areas.

Story on page 6
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Continued from page 5

Wetlands Visioning
The Beaver Creek Wetlands Association has a lot to be 

proud of. When the Association started back in 1988 the 
corridors of outstanding wetlands along the Big and Little 
Beaver Creeks were part of many separate farms or private 
tracts. The region was proving to be a popular place to live 
and the farmland was beginning to be converted to residen-
tial and commercial developments which could impact the 
wetlands. We launched a successful public relations/out-
reach campaign, promoting the value of the wetlands and 
encouraging their protection.  It worked! Numerous private 
and public partners and many individuals came forward, 
and today some 2,300 acres of new open space is now pro-
tected forever in the corridors of these streams.  There are 
still some tracts to protect, but much of the land protection 
has been accomplished. 

Again, with the help of our partners, over ten miles 
of hiking trails in the wetland corridor now are available 
on the protected lands for public use, including a mile of 
boardwalk. Most of these trails are fairly short loop trails 
at each of a dozen public access points that explore a small 
portion of the corridor. Most of the wetlands are actually 
rather inaccessible. That is not necessarily bad, but there 
are some disadvantages.  If no one can access these areas 
no one knows if problems like a new invasive species occur 
there, or if good things happen like a rare nesting bird spe-
cies.

At the January trustees meeting the board approved 
the formation of a “Vision” ad-hoc committee to develop 
a plan for the next phase of the wetland protection effort. 
At the top of the list for the committee is to explore the 
potential of connecting the separate trail systems together. 
This winter Jim Amon, Jim Schneider, and I have been 
meeting with our numerous partners, exploring potential 
linkage areas, and calculating approximate costs to imple-
ment these trail connections.  I’ve got to say that it is quite 
exciting.  There are many wild places in the corridors that 
are not generally seen and could inspire many new people 
with their beauty and diversity.  Of course, any improve-
ment would have to be done in such a way as to avoid 
damage to natural habitats, so the planning will take some 
time. Another aspect of the “vision” we are working on 
is an effort to increase the amount of vital land manage-
ment work that gets done by doing things like contracting 
out projects, engaging our partners to help with more of 
this work, and identifying some specific projects and their 
management costs.

Our goal is to have a draft of our vision ready to pres-
ent to the members at the annual meeting in May, and a 
complete vision ready for our board to consider by Septem-
ber of this year.  If all goes well we may get started yet this 
year, but implementation would be a process that would 
likely take several years at least. 

—Dave Nolin

Cabin Fever Hike at Oakes Quarry Park, 
February 17

The cabin fever hike is a popular BCWA event and 
a great excuse for getting out of the house! This year 
our hardy participants visited Oakes Quarry Park in 
Fairborn, where bluff-top views and up-close looks at 
fossilized stone were in store.
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Rob Evans shows Oakes Quarry fossils to hikers.                      

Hikers gather on the trail at Oakes Quarry Park.
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Continued on page 8

A Brief History of the Beaver Creek – Part 8

• In Parts 1 & 2, the natural history of the valley of the Beaver Creek and the impact of humans on 
the landscape were explored. (Note: This series started with the summer 2016 edition of the Spotted 
Turtle Newsletter.)

• In Parts 3 & 4, the removal of the Harbine Mill Dam on the Beaver Creek and the petition to “im-
prove” the Beaver Creek were discussed.

• In Parts 5 & 6, after having decided that the improvement to the Beaver Creek was needed, the Com-
missioners approved the Engineer’s report and a contract was awarded for the improvement. 

• In Part 7, the construction of the improvement of the Beaver Creek had been finished approximately 
halfway when problems occurred where Gray’s Run entered the channel. The Board had decided to 
skip this portion and had been discussing solutions when a petition was conveniently received for 
altering the route of the channel. On June 3, 1916, the Board ordered the Engineer to present a report 
on the alteration on June 9.

Six days later, on June 9, 
the board met to hear the 
Surveyor’s report and 

the deadline had been met. The 
report was read and submitted to 
the Board but, in the opinion of the 
Board, the estimate submitted was 
too high for the work and the report 
was rejected. 

Also at this meeting, the Engi-
neer presented the specifications 
for the manner of construction for 
the alteration. These specifications 
were the same as the ones for the 
original improvement construction. 

It might seem amazing that 
the Engineer only took six days to 
come up with a detailed report but 
there was a backstory to this altera-
tion. On May 8, Mr. J. F. Harsh-
man had filed a suit in the Probate 
Court for an injunction against the 
alteration of the channel on his 
property different from the origi-
nal petition. The Court declared 
“that the Commissioners are 
without jurisdiction to pro-
ceed to alter a ditch without 
filing a petition and proceed-
ing in the usual way to alter 
a ditch. This must be done 

in order that the claimant 
may be afforded opportunity 
to file claim for damages, or 
appeal to the Probate Court.” 
This could explain why the petition 
for the alteration contained such a 
detailed description of the altera-
tion and how it was received so 
conveniently.

Mr. Harshman’s complaint 
was that the plans called for a 
new channel to be cut in a straight 
line from just above where Gray’s 
Run entered the Beaver Creek and 
proceed for 3050 feet across his 
property and his neighbor’s prop-
erty, reconnecting with the original 
channel of the Beaver Creek ap-
proximately one half mile down-
stream. The original channel would 
then be dammed between the new 
channel and Gray’s Run. Divert-
ing the main stream into the new 
channel while leaving the original 
channel for the discharge of Gray’s 
Run, thus leaving two creek chan-
nels where before there had been 
only one. This would result in Mr. 
Harshman losing the use of the 
land where the new channel was 
cut and no access to the land be-

tween the two channels.
At that same meeting on June 9, 

1916, the Board took under consid-
eration the claim for compensation 
and damages applied for by Mr. 
Harshman and it was decided that 
all matters concerning this altera-
tion would be adjourned until June 
13, 1916.

On June 13, the Board met “for 
the purpose of receiving the En-
gineer’s report” on the alteration 
of the improvement of the Beaver 
Creek. The report was filed and 
read before the Board and the 
Commissioners decided, after con-
sideration, that the new estimated 
cost and apportionment accepted 
and adopted.

The Board “then took up the 
matter of the claim filed in writing 
by J. F. Harshman for compensa-
tion and for land taken in the altera-
tion” of the Beaver Creek. In the 
claim for compensation, Mr. Harsh-
man asked for $3500.00 for land 
taken to make the alteration. The 
Board voted “that the compen-
sation for land taken from the 
claimant in this proceeding, 
be fixed in the sum of Two-
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hundred and Thirty dollars.” 
The Board then moved to the claim 
for $22,000.00 for damages to 
Mr. Harshman’s property during 
construction of the alteration. The 
Board decided that no damages 
should be allowed to the claimant. 
The attorney for Mr. Harshman 
then delivered, immediately and in 
writing, Mr. Harshman’s intent to 
appeal the findings of the Board of 
Commissioners.

Meanwhile, Peter Lang filed a 
complaint with the Board of Com-
missioners and on June 15, 1916, 
the Board took his complaint under 
consideration. As noted previ-
ously, the original petition called 
for the improvement to start on his 
property but this was subsequently 
changed to begin approximately 
two miles downstream. Mr. Lang’s 
complaint concerned the assess-
ment apportioned to his property 
for payment of the improvement. 
This, along with unnamed “sundry 
other matters in relation to the im-
provement” were discussed but the 
Board was unable to make any de-
termination on any of these matters 
and the Board was adjourned until 
a later date. (Note: As noted previ-
ously, a part of Mr. Lang’s property 
is now Cemex Reserve of Greene 
County Parks & Trails.)

On June 21, 1916, a bond of 
$200.00 was set for Mr. Harsh-
man’s appeal which he paid and 
filed his appeal with the Probate 
Court. On June 22, the Board of 
Commissioners ordered that a 
transcript of the minutes of the 
proceedings of this matter, plus 
the original papers on the Shep-
pard Alteration be filed with the 
court. The court then set a date of 

July 3 for the initial hearing for 
the case. This was then continued 
until July 11, when the Probate 
Judge decided that the case had 
merit and he issued to the Clerk of 
the Common Pleas Court and the 
Greene County Sheriff an order to 
draw a jury. Also on July 11, the 
Board decided to hire an outside 
attorney to handle this case so the 
County Prosecutor could attend to 
his regular duties. On July 12, the 
Sheriff returned the order with a 
list of sixteen names certified by 
the Clerk of the Common Pleas to 
have been properly drawn. Also 
on July 12, a list of witnesses was 
filed by the Defendant, the Board 
of Commissioners, and subpoenas 
were issued. The same happened 
on July 15 for the Plaintiff, Mr. 
Harshman. The Judge then issued 
an order to the Sheriff for the jury 
that was drawn to appear in the 
Court on July 17, 1916, along with 
the Defendant, Plaintiff and all 
other parties.

On July 17, all parties, witness-
es and the jury were in the court 
and by agreement of all involved, 
the case was continued until Au-
gust 14, 1916.

Meanwhile, the construction of 
the improvement was ongoing but 
the Commissioners were concerned 
that August 1916 had arrived and 
the project that was originally 
scheduled to be finished by Octo-
ber 1, 1915 was still to be complet-
ed. To this end, they convened in 
special session on August 9, 1916 
at the line of the improvement with 
the subcontractors to observe the 
progress being made and to dis-
cuss what steps could be taken to 
“hastening the construction of said 

channel improvement.”
Back in the Probate Court, 

the case was called on August 14, 
1916. The jury was impanelled and 
preliminary charges were read to 
the jury. The Sheriff s then ordered 
by the Judge to conduct the jury to 
view the site of the alternate route 
of the Beaver Creek ditch. The 
jurors then returned to the court to 
hear the witness testimony. The ex-
amination of the witnesses contin-
ued into the next day, August 15.

After having viewed the prem-
ises of the Plaintiff and the route of 
the proposed alteration, and return-
ing to the Court to hear evidence 
and arguments from all sides, the 
jury found that the alteration would 
“be conducive to the pub-
lic health, convenience and 
welfare.” They also found that 
the proposed route of the alteration 
would be “practicable.” This 
verdict was agreed upon by at least 
eight of the jurors and was consid-
ered a win for the Commissioners.

The jury, by unanimous vote, 
determined that the compensa-
tion for land taken and dam-
ages of $230.00 was too low and 
awarded $425.00 for land taken 
and $1200.00 for damages. The 
Judge then ruled that the Plaintiff 
was entitled to recover $162.55 in 
taxes that had been assessed on his 
property for the improvement. The 
Plaintiff, Mr. Harshman, then filed 
a motion for a new trial but the mo-
tion was overruled by the Court on 
September 1, 1916.

On August 16, the Board again 
met in special session and visited 
the line of the improvement to 
determine what, if anything could 
be done to facilitate the progress on 

A Brief History of the Beaver Creek – Part 8, continued
Continued from page 7
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Note: The John Harbine 
residence was the last remain-
ing structure of the Harbine 
Industrial Complex in Alpha. 
Richard Swigart photographed 
it for the Summer 2017 issue of 
The Spotted Turtle. In mid-
February as our BCWA admin-
istrative coordinator drove to 
the Alpha post office via US 35, 
she was shocked to notice that 
the Harbine home and its out-
buildings were completely gone 
... vanished into history.

Continued from page 8

the ditch construction. The dredge 
operators had reported that quick-
sand was interfering with their 
progress. The Commissioners had 
no suggestions for the subcontrac-
tors and advised that they proceed 
with the improvement.

On September 13, 1916, the 
Clerk of the Commons Pleas Court 
certified all of the proceedings of 
the Probate court in the matter of 
the alteration of the channel of 
the Beaver Creek and forwarded 
a copy of the proceedings to the 
Board of Commissioners. On 
October 12, the Commissioners ac-
knowledged receiving the records 
and after deciding that the project 
could now move forward. 

—Richard Swigart
... To Be Continued

History of the Beaver 
Creek – Part 8, continued Thanks to a nomination from  

BCWA volunteer and supporter 
Bethany Gray, BCWA recently 
received the prestigious statewide 
Wildlife Conservation Award from 
the Ohio Bluebird Society for 
2018. The award is given to organi-
zations or individuals whose work 
sustains wildlife conservation in 
their region of Ohio.

The nomination recognized 
grassroots efforts in founding 
BCWA, and its impacts over the 
years that include filtering/cleaning 
water, a buffer in a high-develop-
ment area near part of the I-675 
corridor, and on-site projects and 
education of the BCWA, including 
cooperation with various communi-
ty partners such as Greene County 
Parks and Wright State University.

Some wildlife issues specifi-
cally mentioned in the nomination 
included prairie and woodland 
restoration, more than 100 species 
of birds documented at the sites, 
establishment of bluebird trails 
in 2015, the Monarch Waystation 
and Monarch tagging events that 

BCWA is Recognized by 
Ohio Bluebird Society

Eastern Bluebird at Siebenthaler 
Fen, March 2017
yielded data back from Mexico, 
and sightings of river otters in the 
Siebenthaler Fen last year. 

Trustee Mike Zimmerman 
accepted the the award on behalf 
of BCWA at the conference and an-
nual meeting of the Ohio Bluebird 
Society on Saturday, Feb. 24 in 
Columbus at the Grange Insurance 
Audubon Center.

We are grateful to Bethany 
Gray for the nomination, and to 
Ohio Bluebird Society for recogni-
tion of our conservation work. 

—Sue Rytel

Rewards programs: Your purchases at these businesses benefit BCWA!

Dorothy Lane Market
Good Neighbor Program
If you are a member of Club DLM, you 
can designate the BCWA (charity ID 671) 
as your preferred charity.  Either go to 
the service desk at your local DLM and 
complete an application or register online 
at https://www.dorothylane.com/clubdlm/
goodneighbor.pl . 

Kroger
Community Rewards Program
Register your Kroger Plus card online and 

link it to BCWA’s NPO number 46587 
at www.krogercommunityrewards.com. 
Each time you make a purchase with your 
Kroger Plus card, BCWA will benefit! 

Fresh Thyme Giving Bags 
Purchase a re-usable “Giving bag” at Fresh 
Thyme and follow instructions on the tag 
to direct a $1.00 donation to BCWA as 
your preferred charity. The default charity 
changes from month to month, so be sure 
to specify BCWA. Thank you!

Beaver Creek Wetlands Association, Inc. is also a listed charity on Amazon Smile. 
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Searching for Spring
 by Mike MacDonald (used with permission)

For me, the beginning of spring does not arrive in a fanfare of color. Rather, it begins subtly. In early March, 
burgundy spathes of skunk cabbage, dappled with yellow stripes and spots, quietly emerge from beneath a cloak 
of brown decaying leaves or, by way of a rare heat-generating process called thermogenesis, melt their way to 
the surface through layers of late-winter ice and snow. And when March arrives, snow or not, I meander my 
way around Black Partridge Woods in a hopeful search for spring:

Winter is waning.
I’ve made it to March.

With eyes to the ground, I search for 
Spring.

The temperature rises. 
The snow slowly melts.

With eyes to the ground, I search for 
Spring.

Are you under the white
in a warmth all your own?

With eyes to the ground, I search for 
Spring.

Are you hiding in leaves
or still waiting to rise?

With eyes to the ground, I search for 
Spring.

Leafing through litter
on the brown woodland floor,

With eyes to the ground, I search for 
Spring.

This poem about skunk cabbage is from 
Mike MacDonald’s breath-taking photo-
literary coffee-table book “My Journey 
into the Wilds of Chicago: A Celebra-
tion of Chicagoland’s Startling Natural 
Wonders.” Mike is an internationally 
published photographer and a writer 
who’s on a mission to connect Chicago-
ans with the natural world. “Chicago 
nature” is not an oxymoron—far from it. 
Within fifty miles of downtown Chicago, 
there is more protected natural area 
than thirty-four of the fifty-nine national 
parks. In fact, the region is home to 
over 1,700 native plant species—more 
than any national park!

The annual BCWA Skunk Cabbage Hike is another highly anticipated 
event; the 2018 hike was held on March 10 at Siebenthaler Fen. We 
couldn’t agree more with the poet’s enthusiasm for this harbinger of 
spring cropping up in the wetlands!

Mike Mushala sent photos and comments: (left) Painted turtle in early March; “... just above the beaver dam at 
Siebenthaler Fen,” and (right) “A female Pileated Woodpecker”(February 12). “This was my second sighting 
within a week at Siebenthaler.  Usually I think they stay in the woods on the other side of the stream.”
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Spotted Turtle Name and Logo: 
Noted area wildlife artist Charley 
Harper generously donated the art for 
our logo in 1988. His work has been 
adopted by the National Park Service 
and is appreciated worldwide. Our 
newsletter recognizes the Spotted 
Turtle as an icon for the many rare 
animals and plants protected in the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands. 

Submissions, Questions, or
Comments:  
We rely on members like you to make 
this newsletter the product of many 
diverse voices. If you have an idea for 
an article or a picture to include, please 
send them to admin@beavercreekwet-
lands.org  Also, we welcome any com-
ments or questions. For submissions, 
questions, or comments, please include 
“newsletter” in the subject line of your 
e-mail. We reserve the right to edit for 
content or clarity. 

Change of Address/Email
Members, please don’t forget to 
contact us if you move or change your 
email address: admin@beavercree-
kwetlands.org. We want to ensure that 
you receive your issue of The Spotted 
Turtle!

Donations of Land/Easements: 
If you are interested in donating land, 
placing an easement on property, or 
remembering the BCWA in your will, 
please don’t hesitate to call the Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Association at (937) 
320-9042. 

BCWA Annual Report:
Copies are available by request. E-
mail the office at admin@beavercree-
kwetlands.org or call (937) 320-9042. 

Join the 

Choose your member level: 
 $5 Student 
 $10 Senior (60+)
 $15 Individual 
 $25 Family

education programs, habitat restoration  
and management of our preserve. 
Please make your check payable to BCWA and 
mail to: BCWA, P.O. Box 42, Alpha, OH 45301

Name 

Address

Phone  

Email

BCWA Today!
Help reclaim our local wetlands corridor  
and restore its natural beauty and function. 
Your member dues fund land acquisition, 

A 501(c)(3) land  
trust organization.  
Your donation is  
tax deductible. 

Planned Giving — 
Endowment Fund

Our Endowment Fund contains 
more than $240,959; the goal for our 
sustainability is $2,000,000. Did you 
know you can leave a bequest in the 
form of a life annuity? Planned giving 
can result in tax savings and/or income 
to you, while leaving a legacy of con-
servation.

The BCWA Endowment Fund is 
a permanent savings plan to help en-
sure that BCWA continues to protect 
wetlands for future generations. The 
BCWA Endowment Fund may accept 
many types of planned, deferred, and 
outright gifts that can actually increase 
the value of your estate, enabling you 
to do more with what you leave for 
others.

Spotted Turtle Society members 
include anyone who has made a gift to 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands Associa-
tion Endowment Fund.

 I would like to learn more 
about gift options to help grow the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands Endowment 
Fund. Please contact me about planned 
giving.

 I have already included BCWA 
in my estate planning. I would like 
to become a member of the Spotted 
Turtle Society.

 I wish to make an outright gift 
payable to ‘”BCWA Endowment Fund”.

Please return to:
Beaver Creek Wetlands Association
Attn: Endowment Committee
P.O.Box 42, Alpha, Ohio 45301

For information on a variety of planned giving options, call or write to us, 
visit our website: www.beavercreekwetlands.org/supportus-plannedgiving.
html, or contact The Dayton Foundation directly. 

Founded in 1988, the Mission of 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands
Association is to protect the
wetland ecosystem in the Beaver 
Creek watershed through
partnerships, community networks, 
and public education.

 $35 Contributing
 $50 Supporting 
 $100 Patron
 $1,000 Life
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The Great Blue Heron Rookery at the
junction of Beaver Creek and Little Miami 
River contains about 17 nests. At least 
a dozen are shown here in tall sycamore 
trees (photographed March 1, 2018).  
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