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Finding Frogs Family Fun Hike 

P
ho

to
s 

by
 R

ic
ha

rd
 S

w
ig

ar
t

We were very pleased with the great 
turn out for our first frog hike, held 
August 13 at Siebenthaler Fen. Fami-
lies walked the boardwalk, looking for 
hidden Fun Fact Frogs, as well as real 
frogs. Kids got “slimed” if they could 
share a frog fact they learned on the 
hike. They also got Amphibian Field 
Guides! 

—Chris Simmons, Organizer
Clockwise from top: American Bullfrog, 
Mike Zimmerman sharing nature with 
young learners; a slimy prizewinner; 
Chris Simmons dishing the slime.

Federal employees, please con-
sider making your contribution to 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands As-
sociation, CFC #72199.

As we approach the holiday 
season, the Trustees, 
Advisors and Officers of the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands
 Association would like to 
express our deepest
gratitude to the loyal
members, donors, volunteers, 
and supporters who sustain 
our organization throughout 
the year.

Thank you! 

mailto:admin%40beavercreekwetlands.org?subject=
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President’s Message

Generous Donors Lighten the Load for BCWA Volunteers
I want to take this opportunity to 

once again thank the 100 Women 
Making a Difference in Greene 
County for their generous dona-
tion that enabled us to purchase 
the BCS tractor and the attach-
ments. As one of the prime 
users of this equipment, I have 
to say it is helping us do a lot 
more in less time with fewer 
individuals. 

In our efforts to help manage 
and maintain the wetland areas it is 
proving to be a valuable tool. We are 
now able to clean the boardwalks at 
Siebenthaler Fen and Koogler Wet-
land/Prairie Reserve without having 
several volunteers with brooms, 
rakes and blowers. We are able to 
mow around our newly planted trees 
at Fairborn Marsh, making it easier 
to check on the health of the trees 

and water them as needed. We have 
been able to mow a large patch of 
Canada thistle at Hagenbuch Reserve 
in a couple of hours where it would 
have taken several  individuals with 
weed eaters most of a day to cut it 

down. We have cleared an additional 
area at the Monarch Way Station al-
lowing us to expand the nectar plant-

ings at that location. Now, as we 
remove invasive honeysuckle, 
callery pear, autumn olive and 
privet, we are able to chip it on 
site, reducing the biomass and 

providing a cover of mulch on 
the bare ground. We are using the 

BCS to create access to some of our 
remote areas, relocate trails where 
needed and open new areas for plant-
ing of native species. With this new 
equipment we can spend less time on 
maintenance and more time planting 
and enhancing the wetland areas.

We invite everyone to come out 
and enjoy the fruits of our labors.  

—Jim Schneider
president@beavercreekwetlands.org

Help Needed!

• Treasurer:  The Beaver Creek Wetlands Association is seeking a well-qualified volunteer treasurer who would 
be responsible for directing the organization’s budget, overseeing investment of funds, managing and limit-
ing risks, supervising cash management activities, and raising capital to support expansion. The Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Association is a 501(c)(3) volunteer, charitable organization. If you or anyone you know would be able 
to help us, please contact Jim Schneider at president@beavercreekwetlands.org for a complete job description. 
Deadline for receipt of resumes is November 30, 2017.

• File Clerk/Archivist: This volunteer is needed to come in occasionally to help organize our files and help 
with other assigned office tasks. After training they might help select key documents to be archived at the Wright 
State Library. 

• Site Monitors:  These volunteers would monitor activities and conditions in selected wetlands holdings.
• Field Workers: These volunteers are needed to control invasive plants.
• Speakers Bureau: This is a collection of volunteers who can talk about a particular subject. We need people 

who know about BCWA to deliver presentations to various kinds of organizations. We have already prepared a 
number of PowerPoint presentations that can be used or modified to meet the needs of the organization receiving 
the talks.

    Volunteers (other than for the Treasurer position) can email the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association at admin@
beavercreekwetlands.org or call the administrative assistant/volunteer coordinator at (937) 320-9042 for further infor-
mation about volunteering with our organization!  

—Jim Amon

BCWA Trustee Skip Beehler, cleaning 
a boardwalk with the BCS tractor and 

broom attachment. 

president@beavercreekwetlands.org
mailto:president%40beavercreekwetlands.org?subject=
mailto:president@beavercreekwetlands.org
mailto:admin%40beavercreekwetlands.org?subject=
mailto:admin%40beavercreekwetlands.org?subject=
president@beavercreekwetlands.org
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Summer Volunteer Activity

Continued on Page 4
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BCWA participated in several 
events this summer, setting up a 
display about the wetlands at the 
River Festival at Bellbrook Park 
associated with Little Miami River 
cleanup (where we also had a vol-
unteer crew), Yellow Springs Street 
Fair, Jewish Cultural Festival, the 
Pollinator Expo at Wright Broth-
ers Memorial, the Midwest Native 
Plant Conference, and Fairborn’s 
Sweet Corn Festival. We also had a 
float complete with a boardwalk and 
wetland plants at Beavercreek’s 4th 
of July parade.  Programs included 
two family-oriented hikes at Sieben-
thaler Fen – one with a theme of 
dragonflies and damselflies and the 
other focusing on frogs. Each had an 
associated craft for the kids in atten-
dance. In addition to these activities, 
there was also a summer mailing 
requiring assistance from volunteers.  

Helping to make these events suc-
cessful were volunteers Deb Adams, 
Jim Amon, Skip Beehler, Ann Byrd, 
Carol Dudley, Pixie Edsall, Mike 
Enright, Rob Evans, Rob Foor, 

Kimberly Gonzales, Bethany & Jordan 
Gray, Lois Gschwender, Anna Kam-
nyev, Debbie Karr, Katie Kelly, Mike 
Mushala, Dave Nolin, Margie Perenic, 
Kathy Potter, Jim Schneider, Chris 
Simmons, Richard Swigart, Hitesh 
Trivedi, Paul & Carolyn Wolfe, and 
Mike Zimmerman.

Summer land management activity 
always includes trimming along trails 
and boardwalks to keep them pass-
able for visitors at several sites. By 
far, the most time and effort is spent 
on invasive plant control – reed canary 
grass, Phragmites, narrow-leaf cat-
tail, and purple loosestrife throughout 
the wetlands and honeysuckle, Cal-
lery pear, autumn olive, privet, teasel, 
poison hemlock, and sweet clover in 
drier areas. The new BCS tractor and 
attachments have gotten a workout – 
the brush attachment was used to clean 
boardwalks, the flail mower was used 
to mow down a large patch of Can-
ada thistle (twice), to prepare a new 
section for planting at the Monarch 
Waystation, and to mow around the 
new trees at Fairborn Marsh. The chip-

per has been used to chip honeysuckle 
and other brush as it is cut. Boardwalk 
repair continued at Siebenthaler Fen, 
with volunteers laboriously raising ad-
ditional sections of boardwalk. At the 
Monarch Waystation, volunteers now 
spend as much time answering ques-
tions from people using the adjacent 
Creekside Trail as doing routine main-
tenance chores.

Volunteers participating in these 
activities were Deb Adams, Jim 
Amon, John Beatty, Skip Beehler, 
Matt Biggers, Ed Bogden, Matt Cary, 
Aaron Deckard, Steve Humphrey, Lois 
Gschwender, Debbie Karr, Patrick 
Kennedy, Jim Lucot, Jeff and Kathy 
Potter and daughter Sarah, Jim Schnei-
der, Richard Swigart, Hitesh Trivedi, 
Orlando Vargas, Tom Whitman, and 
Alex Zelles.

Sue Rytel does a wonderful job of 
putting the articles and pictures to-
gether in the newsletter. She is assisted 
in editing and writing by Debbie Karr, 
Jim Amon and Carol Amon.

Thank you, volunteers, for all your 
time and efforts!  

—Debbie Karr
Dragonfly/Damselfly Family Fun Hike, July 15 at Siebenthaler Fen.

Jim Schneider, using our new BCS tractor 
with the flail mower attachment, mowing 
phragmites that is over twice his height. 

We had to wait until the soil was dry 
enough (near drought condition) before 

we could get the traction to mow this 
wetland area.
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Beaver Creek Wetlands Associa-
tion members and volunteers had the 
pleasure to participate in the Little 
Miami River Kleeners Clean Sweep 
on Saturday, June 3rd. The cleanup 
event entailed several volunteer 
groups who floated sections of 
the Little Miami River in a “clean 
sweep” effort. Groups started in 
Greene County at John Bryan State 
Park and continued into northern 
Warren County where it concluded at 
Clint Fultz River Park.

The BCWA was assigned to the 
section between Fairground Road 
bridge and Glenn Thompson Re-
serve. BCWA President, Jim Schnei-
der, led the group on a successful 
hunt-down and collection of artificial 
items that are taking residence in our 

Summer Volunteer Activity: Annual Little Miami River Cleanup

waterways. Most notably collected 
for the BCWA group were the vast 
amount of tires (including a tractor-
trailer tire…in the canoe) and a heav-
ily saturated mattress. 

It was reported that most sections 
of the river were in good shape, a 
tribute to efforts in years past. Overall, 
approximately 0.5 ton of trash was 
collected. According to Greene County 
Parks & Trails’ Cris Barnett,

“Twenty-two tires, a washing 
machine, and picnic table were the big 
items. Unfortunately, we picked up a 
lot more trash this year than in the past 
few years…water bottles [were] the 
most abundant…”

The clean sweep event was well 
received. Most volunteers enjoyed the 
challenge of a popular recreational 

activity, canoeing, and the satisfac-
tion of making a difference in the 
natural areas within their community. 
Afterwards, attendees were invited to 
a river festival at Bellbrock Park for 
lunch, music, vendors and informa-
tional booths. 

The river cleanup was made 
possible through participation and 
contributions of volunteers and 
corporations, including Bellbrook 
Canoe Rental, Rivers Edge Canoe 
and Kayak Outfitters, US Aeroteam, 
Cabela’s, Bellbrook Sugarcreek 
Park District, Greene County Envi-
ronmental Services, Greene County 
Parks & Trails, Ohio EPA, James 
Investment Research, Vectren, The 
Connor Group, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Bob Hussey. 

—Anna Kamnyev

Wetlands and Climate Change
We may tend to think of how 

wetlands moderate our local weather 
by cooling in summer and keeping 
the winter cold from getting quite so 
severe. But there is much more. The 
Beaver Creek Wetlands Ecosystem 
includes more than 2000 acres of 
plants. Those plants, like all plants, 
remove the climate warming carbon 
dioxide (CO2) from the air and make 
it into stems of flowers, grasses and 
sedges, and if they are trees the CO2 

becomes part of the wood. Eventu-
ally all these plants die and fall to the 
ground. In a wetland, the wet ground 
prevents complete decay because it 
lacks oxygen, and what is left is peat. 
Much of the CO2 that has been trapped 
in the plants is then in that peat and 
it accumulates in our wetlands. At 
Siebenthaler Fen, BCWA volunteers 
building the boardwalk found that 
this peat is about 8 feet deep. In some 
wetlands much deeper peat deposits 

are found. This peat has been accu-
mulating since the glaciers started to 
recede from this area about 12,000 
years ago. So, all that CO2 stays in 
the wetlands, but only if the wetlands 
stay wet. If the wetlands are drained, 
oxygen can get to the peat and then it 
decomposes releasing the stored CO2. 
Let’s take care of our wetlands and 
keep that CO2 out of the air where it 
contributes to climate change. 

—Jim Amon

Trash accumulation in a local stream, the reason for Clean Sweep events!  
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Science Corner: Birds Nest in Unusual Places 
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Eastern Phoebes regularly nest in 
one of two places under the balcony 
at the Coy House. In 2017, they con-
structed their nest on the vent directly 
above the entrance to BCWA’s office 
and successfully raised two broods, 
for a total of 7 fledglings.

While up on a stepstool check-
ing the phoebe nest, movement in 
the small prairie planting adjacent 
to the entrance drew my attention. I 
discovered a small nest constructed 
of fine grasses anchored to the stems 
of oxeye and thimbleweed about 2’ 
above ground level in the middle of 
this planting. In the nest, there was 
a small blueish-white egg, with no 
markings. It was days before I could 
get a good enough look at the bird to 
identify it, as it was a “LBB” – little 

brown bird, nondescript, and very 
secretive around the nest. If on the 
nest when I walked by, she would drop 
to the ground, run to the opposite end 
of the planting, and then fly into the 
nearby trees. Finally, she landed on a 
limb in the open – I was surprised to 
see that it was an Indigo Bunting!  The 
male is bright blue, but the female is 
very plain and sparrow-like. While 
I had heard Indigo Buntings singing 
down in the lower sections of Phil-
lips Park, I had not heard them around 
the Coy House. All the while she was 
on the nest, I never heard or saw the 
male. She successfully and rather 
quickly raised 3 chicks – they were 
gone less than a month after the nest 
was discovered. Peterson Field Guide 
indicates that Indigo Bunting habitat 

is brushy pastures and bushy wood 
edges. Just 60’ square feet of a dense 
prairie planting surrounded by a park-
ing lot, sidewalk, and a building, with 
a strip of lawn, then a narrow band 
of trees was adequate for this bird to 
nest and successfully fledge young. 
Does this experience demonstrate the 
importance of even the smallest patch 
of appropriate habitat??  

—Debbie Karr

Indigo Bunting, offset reproduction of 
watercolor painted by Louis Agassiz 

Fuertes between 1910 and 1914

Update on Bluebirds 
BCWA’s work to provide good habitat and nesting opportunities for 
bluebirds is paying off.  

- Sighted at Fairborn Marsh in early August, a nesting pair in a 
honey locust snag* near the observation deck.

- Seen at Phillips Park in May, a nesting pair that had raised five 
hatchlings in a box. Another box with Bluebird eggs. Two boxes 
with Tree Swallows and two boxes with House Wrens. 

- As of time of publication, the seven boxes at Phillips Park pro-
duced 9 Eastern Bluebirds, 35 House Wrens and 10 Tree Swal-
lows.  

* A snag is a part of a standing dead tree. Cavity-nesting birds use them 
and dead trees provide insects to eat and shelter. Bats also roost in tree 
cavities.   

—Bethany Gray

Illustration by Louis Agassiz Fuertes 
of an American robin and an Eastern 
bluebird, from The Burgess Bird Book 

for Children, 1919

Notes on Bird Illustrations
Louis Agassiz Fuertes, 1874-1927, painted the bird illustrations on this 

page. He was an American ornithologist and a prolific bird illustrator and 
artist. Fuertes was born in Ithaca, New York and attended Cornell University. 
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology has an extensive collection of Fuertes’ work, 
including an online database of illustrations and journals. It’s worth a look.  

—Sue Rytel

http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org
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Rewards programs
 Your purchases at these businesses can benefit BCWA!

Dorothy Lane Market
Good Neighbor Program

If you are a member of Club DLM, 
you can designate the BCWA (char-
ity ID 671) as your preferred charity.  
Either go to the service desk at your 
local DLM and complete an applica-
tion or register online at https://www.
dorothylane.com/clubdlm/goodneigh-
bor.pl . 

Kroger
Community Rewards Program

You can register your Kroger Plus 
card online and link it to BCWA’s 
NPO number 46587 at www.kroger-
communityrewards.com.  Every time 
you make a purchase with your Kroger 
Plus card, BCWA will benefit!  
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   Monarch Waystation Receives Grant
BCWA has been chosen as a 

recipient of a Beavercreek Women’s 
League Community Grant in the 
amount of $300 for the Monarch 
Waystation. This is the second grant 
they have awarded for this project, 
the first one in 2015.

BCWA’s new flail mower was 
used in a new section to take down 
the Canada goldenrod, poison ivy 
and other undesirable plants which 
like to grow in disturbed soil of the 
old rail bed there, and quickly take 
over. Those plants will be replaced 
with beneficial native plants that pro-
vide larval food, nectar and shelter to 
Monarch butterflies and many other 
pollinator species.

The Monarch Waystation is located 
along the bikeway close to Beaver-
creek Station and the 9/11 memorial 
at North Fairfield Road. Parking is 
available. Visits through the growing 
season will show the changing colors 
of flowering plants and the pollinators 
for which those plants are so impor-
tant.

Some of the plants that may be seen 
are boneset, rattlesnake master, vari-
ous coneflowers, wingstem, tall iron-
weed, black-eyed Susan, milkweeds, 
tall boneset, goldenrods, bidens, Joe 
Pye weed, and round headed bush 
clover to name just a few. 

—Jim and Carol Amon

(Above) Interpretive signs at the 
Hagenbuch Reserve and Monarch 

Waystation

Monarch Recoveries Show Far Away Impact
of Beaver Creek Wetlands

A check of Monarch Watch’s 
database showed that we have a tag 
recovery from the 2016 program. 
Chris Simmons, trustee, tagged 
this one at her home on October 3, 
2016. It was seen in Sierra Chincua, 
Mexico on 2/1/2017. There were also 
five recoveries from the 2015 pro-
gram. They were seen in El Rosario, 
Mexico in January and March, 2017. 
One of these was tagged during a Ju-
nior Girl Scout program, three from 
a homeschool group and one from 
the public program. All of these were 
tagged at Koogler Wetland/Prairie 
Reserve. This is the highest percent-
age of recoveries from a single year. 
In fact, there was just one recovery 
from 2010 and one from 2011. Then 
the monarch numbers plummeted for 
the next couple of years, rebounding 
in 2015. Distance traveled – up to 
2107 miles! We appreciate Debbie 
Karr, our administrative assistant, for 
being team leader for this project and 
for proving updates and information.

What these recoveries show is that 
what happens in one part of our planet 
can make a difference thousands of 
miles away. Just like the butterflies, 
migrating birds we see in the Spring 
travel enormous distances from Cen-
tral America to nesting grounds here 
and farther north. Acting locally really 
does something globally! 

—Jim and Carol Amon

Beaver Creek Wetlands Association, Inc. is also a listed charity on Amazon Smile. 

https://www.dorothylane.com/clubdlm/goodneighbor.pl
https://www.dorothylane.com/clubdlm/goodneighbor.pl
https://www.dorothylane.com/clubdlm/goodneighbor.pl
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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The Board of County 
Commissioners met on 
the following Thursday, 
February 4, 1915 and, 

after having found that due notice had 
been given to all concerned parties, 
resolved “after having examined the 
report of the Engineer with the appro-
priations by him made, and the claims, 
exceptions and premises, of the sev-
eral persons above stated said Board 
do find, that said report and appropria-
tions are in all respects fair and just 
according to the benefits to be derived 
from the proposed improvement by the 
owners of each lot and tract of land, 
and municipal and private corporations 
and railroad companies. It is therefore 
ordered that said estimate and assess-
ments as reported by the Engineer of 
said improvement, be accepted and 
hereby confirmed.”

Also at this meeting, after due 
consideration, the Board found that 
the Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Chicago 
and St. Louis Railway Company, that 
had asked for $10,000.00 in dam-
ages, and the Cincinnati, Dayton and 
Hamilton Railway Company, that had 
asked for $500.00 in compensation 
and $5000.00 in damages, were not 
entitled to any compensation or dam-
ages. The Board also considered the 
written objections to the assessments 
of four property owners and overruled 
the objections.

The Board of Commissioners next 
met on February 24 and 25, 1915 to 

A Brief History of the Beaver Creek - Part 6

In Part 1 of my history of the Beaver Creek, I discussed the natural history of the valley of the Beaver Creek.
In Part 2, the impacts of humans on the valley were explored.
In Part 3, we looked at the Harbine Mill Dam and the attempt by its neighbors to have it taken down in the hope that 

it would lower the water table and, in effect, help to drain the surrounding lands.
In Part 4, the county is allowed to remove the dam and a petition is presented to the County Commissioners to im-

prove the Beaver Creek by turning it into a county ditch. 
In Part 5, we left the Board on January 28, 1915 after they had decided that the improvement to the Beaver Creek 

was needed and had met with the Engineer to hear his report. “The Commissioners continued the hearing until next 
Thursday.”

discuss the steps that were needed to 
proceed with the improvement of the 
Beaver Creek. These two sessions 
were held for this sole purpose and it 
was decided that the project should 
proceed. They set the date of March 
18, 1915 for the sale of the contract 
for the improvement and directed the 
Clerk to advertise the sale, twice per 
week, in the Xenia Daily Gazette, the 
Xenia Herald and the Engineering 
News, a national publication. They 
also ordered the County Surveyor 
to be present at the time and place 
that the sealed bids were opened and 
to award the contract to the “lowest 
responsible bidder” and to collect the 
bond from the winning bidder.

The Commissioners met on March 
2, 1915 at the north line of the pro-
posed improvement of the Beaver 
Creek in the interest of all those to be 
assessed but due to the lack of par-
ticipation no conclusions were made 
and they adjourned until the next day. 
Also on this date, bids were received 
for the printing of the specifications 
for the improvement to be published in 
“circular form.” A bid of $2.25 for 100 
circulars was accepted by the Board.

What the county was asking the 
winning contractor to do was exten-
sive. To start, all trees and brush with-
in 50 feet of the center of the channel 
were to be removed, both standing 
and down. If a tree was outside the 50 
foot width but was leaning toward the 
channel, or had limbs overhanging the 

perimeter, it was also to be removed. 
This was to prevent any material from 
floating into the channel during high 
water events. This was to be a precau-
tion against material becoming lodged 
in the channel and creating logjams 
and impeding the flow of the ditch. 
Any fence in the right of way was also 
to be removed.

The new channel would follow 
the existing channel in most of the 
improvement with only a few excep-
tions. The new channel would have a 
bottom width of fourteen feet with a 
depth of seven to nine feet below the 
general level of the land. The banks 
of the new channel would have a 
slope of one foot horizontal for every 
two feet of vertical rise. The Engi-
neer estimated that the material to be 
removed from the 6.62 mile channel 
would be 144,183 cubic yards. The 
material removed during the construc-
tion was to be equally distributed on 
each side of the stream with a ten foot 
berm between the top of the channel 
and the waste bank. The debris would 
not be placed to block side streams or 
ditches and would not be placed where 
it could block any traveled road. If 
any land owner requested the material 
be placed in a different manner, the 
request would be honored. While the 
contractor was accomplishing all of 
this, all 348 stakes that had been set 
by the Surveyor had to be preserved in 
their original positions.

Continued on Page 8

http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org
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History of Beaver Creek, Part 6
Continued from Page 7

The contractor would furnish all 
the equipment and men needed to 
complete the work and would as-
sume any and “all risks of damage to 
persons or property” and the Com-
missioners would not be responsible 
for any claims.

All prospective contractors were 
advised to personally visit the site 
to observe for themselves the condi-
tions, such as access and material, 
before submitting bids. It was also 
noted that “the work shall be at all 
times under the direction and control 
of the Engineer” and that “the work 
be done in a workmanship manner, 
which shall be acceptable to the 
Board of Commissioners and the En-
gineer.” All interested bidders were 
instructed to contact the office of the 
Greene County Engineer for further 
details.

Twelve bids were received by the 
county and were opened on March 
18, 1915. These bids were received 
from companies from Baltimore, 
Maryland to Bay City Michigan and 
LaGrange, Indiana along with bids 
from Dayton and Xenia, Ohio. The 
lowest bid came from the Jones Con-
struction Company of Mount Vernon, 
Ohio and the Commission voted to 
award the contract to them.

Now that the Board had awarded 
the contract, they needed to figure 
out how they would pay for the 
improvement. The Commissioners 
met several times in March, 1915 to 
discuss financing the project without 
coming to any definite decision. On 
March 31, 1915 the Board met with 
a representative of the Jones Con-
struction Company and, after not-
ing that the contractor had posted a 
surety bond of $14,000.00 on March 
22, 1915 to guarantee that the work 

would be done according to the speci-
fications, finalized the contract to im-
prove 6.42 miles of the Beaver Creek 
by October 1, 1915 for $13,091.20.

Now work could begin on the 
construction of the improvement.  The 
contractor started at the site of the 
former Harbine dam “on or about” 
May 15, 1915. The Commissioners 
still had the problem of how to pay for 
the improvement. The Commissioners 
had been discussing this since March 
and finally decided on May 28, 1915 
that they would pay the contractor in 
five installments, with interest, as the 
assessments were collected over a five 
year span, starting with the first pay-
ment on December 20, 1915. 

The contractor was working on the 
improvement that would straighten the 
meandering, multi-channeled Beaver 
Creek and, by deepening the chan-
nel, the wetlands bordering the creek 
would be drained and many acres of 
fertile soil would be made available 
for agriculture. The contract called 
for the improvement to be completed 
by October 31, 1915 and the contrac-
tor had five and a half months from 
the day the improvement was started 
to complete the project. Once those 
seven miles of the Beaver Creek were 
improved, it would only be a matter of 
time for the wetlands to be drained and 
all would be right for the landowners. 
What could possibly go wrong?  

—Richard Swigart

Photo of Beaver Creek at Siebenthaler Fen, October 26, 2016.  
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Hunting Season
Please note that hunting is allowed on Division of Wildlife areas south of New Ger-

many Trebein Road during regular hunting seasons (including the Siebenthaler Fen). 
These areas are limited to hunting for waterfowl, deer, and furbearers but the seasons 
for these specific species continues from September through the end of February. The 
most active hunt is for deer and the gun season for those is in short periods during the 
periods from November 18, 2017 through January 9, 2018. 

The best way to know the exact season dates is to visit the Division of Wildlife at 
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/Portals/wildlife/pdfs/hunting/huntingregs.pdf  The best way 
to be safe when exploring these areas during hunting season is to wear brightly colored 
clothes.
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BCWA News and Updates

Beaver Creek Wetlands Association Gets Ready for 30th Anniversary
In May 2018 the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association will be 30 years old. A celebration is in the 

planning stages and we will be looking for volunteers to help set up the celebration and get every-
thing ready. In addition, we will be looking for sponsors to help fund a memorable event. If you 
would like to help or want to be a sponsor please contact us at our office 937-320-9042 or email at 
admin@beavercreekwetlands.org. 

The Conservationist’s Bookshelf
From Denny Jarvi: The Hidden 

Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben, 
and The Soil Will Save Us by Kristin 
Ohlson. Denny says: “These fit into 
the category of ... just when you 
thought you knew something...” 

From Jim Amon: Climate of 
Hope; How Cities, Businesses and 
Citizens Can Save the Planet, by 
Bloomberg and Pope: St. Martin’s 
Press, New York, 264p (2017)  

Behold the beauty of Fairborn Marsh in Summer, as seen from ... DRONES! We 
are very grateful for volunteer drone operators who contributed their time and 
piloting skills. Not only did we get beautiful views of the marsh, but the footage 

also is very helpful for planning land management activities. P
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Beaver Creek Wetlands assoCiation MeMBers and volunteers 
share their “Wetland WoW” MoMents

While digging up the accursed 
teasel at Zimmerman Prairie, I saw a 
flash of coppery brown within the dark 
swamp mud. I knew such a shimmer 
could only belong to a mole cricket. 
I carefully pulled back some of the 
mud to see the creature better, though 
it didn’t show its head. But I was able 
to get a good view of its gorgeous 
wings. I raced to the edge of the trail 
to show my fellow volunteers. Most 
of them had never seen a mole cricket 
before. By the time all had seen the 

Northern Mole Crickets, with short 
stout front legs adapted for digging, 

are rarely seen above ground.

The wetland wonder I would like to describe was not a spectacular or 
WOW event, but rather an ordinary day in the wetlands. Jim and I were walk-
ing the boardwalk in Siebenthaler Fen on a bright, sunny day. I stopped on the 
bridge, as I always do, to look down the stream toward the Beaver Creek to 
see if there might be a beaver or maybe an otter. Neither of those animals was 
present that day, but as I stood there, still and quiet, I noticed that there were 
no far away road sounds. There was only the sound of gurgling water and the 
wind in the trees. As I watched and listened, a muskrat left its den in the bank 
and began to swim upstream toward me, unaware that I watched its progress. 
I recorded the moments of peace and calm on my phone. Later, when the 
stresses of life would press in, I used my phone to relive those few moments 
of peace.

So the next time you are walking in one of BCWA’s wonderful preserves, 
take a few minutes to stand still and quiet and absorb the sights and sounds of 
an ordinary day of peace and calm in the wetlands.  

—Carol Amon

pretty creature, it was almost all the 
way hidden. Richard came over to 
take the above photo and I again very 
gently dug through the mud to make 
the cricket come out. After the photos 
were taken, I did a quick sketch of the 
little one before turning it loose where 
I had found it (after making sure the 
teasel was gone, of course). This was 
only the second mole cricket I had 
seen in my entire life.   

—Sarah Potter

On Wednesday (8/16/17), I went to 
the Seibenthaler Fen at 3 PM in hopes 
of seeing swallowtail butterflies (I’ve 
only seen two so far this year). As I 
was leaving I heard a Blue Jay raising 
quite a fuss. Searching for the Blue 
Jay I spotted a Red-Tail just across 
the stream at about where the big 
tree once crashed across the board-
walk. Spent about a half hour in hopes 
of getting pictures in flight. The bird 
just bounced between a few trees and 
never moved. More patience than I.  

—Mike Mushala

A Red-Tailed Hawk, posing at Siebenthaler Fen. 

A peaceful moment in October, at 
Siebenthaler Fen.
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Spotted Turtle Name and Logo: Noted 
area wildlife artist Charley Harper 
generously donated the art for our logo 
in 1988. His work has been adopted 
by the National Park Service and is 
appreciated worldwide. Our newslet-
ter recognizes the Spotted Turtle as 
an icon for the many rare animals and 
plants protected in the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands. 

Submissions, Questions, or Com-
ments: We rely on members like you 
to make this newsletter the product 
of many diverse voices. If you have 
an idea for an article or a picture to 
include, please send them to admin@
beavercreekwetlands.org  Also, we 
welcome any comments or questions. 
For submissions, questions, or com-
ments, please include “newsletter” 
in the subject line of your e-mail. We 
reserve the right to edit for content or 
clarity. 

Change of Address/Email
Members, please don’t forget to 
contact us if you move or change your 
email address: admin@beavercree-
kwetlands.org. We want to ensure that 
you receive your issue of The Spotted 
Turtle!

Donations of Land/Easements: If you 
are interested in donating land, placing 
an easement on property, or remem-
bering the BCWA in your will, please 
don’t hesitate to call the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Association at (937) 320-
9042. 

BCWA Annual Report: Copies are 
available by request. E-mail the office 
at admin@beavercreekwetlands.org or 
call (937) 320-9042. 

Join the BCWA Today!

Choose your member level: 
 $5 Student 
 $10 Senior (60+)
 $15 Individual 
 $25 Family

Please make your check payable to BCWA and 
mail to: BCWA, P.O. Box 42, Alpha, OH 45301

Name 

Address

Phone  

Email

Help reclaim our local wetlands corridor  
and restore its natural beauty and function. 
Your member dues fund land acquisition, 
education programs, habitat restoration  
and management of our preserve. 

 $35 Contributing
 $50 Supporting 
 $100 Patron
 $1,000 Life

A 501(c)(3) land  
trust organization.  
Your donation is  
tax deductible. 

Endowment Fund
Our Endowment Fund contains 

more than $233,092. Did you know 
you can leave a bequest in the form 
of a life annuity? Planned giving can 
result in tax savings and/or income to 
you, while leaving a legacy of conser-
vation.

The BCWA Endowment Fund 
is a permanent savings plan to help 
ensure that BCWA continues to protect 
wetlands for future generations. The 
BCWA Endowment Fund may accept 
many types of planned, deferred, and 
outright gifts that can actually increase 
the value of your estate, enabling you 
to do more with what you leave for 
others.

Spotted Turtle Society members 
include anyone who has made a gift to 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands Associa-
tion Endowment Fund.

 I would like to learn more about gift 
options to help grow the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Endowment Fund. Please 
contact me about planned giving.

 I have already included BCWA in my 
estate planning. I would like to become 
a member of the Spotted Turtle Soci-
ety.

 I wish to make an outright gift payable 
to ‘”BCWA Endowment Fund”.
Please return to:
Beaver Creek Wetlands Association
Attn: Endowment Committee
P.O.Box 42, Alpha, Ohio 45301

Planned Giving •

For information on a variety of planned giving options, call or write to us, visit our 
website: www.beavercreekwetlands.org/supportus-plannedgiving.html, or contact 
The Dayton Foundation directly. 

Founded in 1988, the Mission of 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands Associa-
tion is to protect the wetland ecosys-
tem in the Beaver Creek watershed 
through partnerships, community 
networks, and public education.

http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org
mailto:admin@beavercreekwetlands.org
mailto:admin@beavercreekwetlands.org
mailto:admin@beavercreekwetlands.org
mailto:admin@beavercreekwetlands.org
mailto:admin%40beavercreekwetlands.org?subject=
http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org/supportus-plannedgiving.html
P.O.Box
www.beavercreekwetlands.org/supportus
-plannedgiving.html
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Don’t miss an issue! Call 937-320-9042 or 
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This beautiful spider was found during 
the Finding Frogs Family Fun Hike. 

You never know what you’ll find in the 
Wetlands!
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