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Amazing Work Day at Fairborn Marsh!
Calendar
January
Saturday, Jan. 26, 1 pm
Pine Cone Bird Feeder Workshop
Fairborn Library

February
Sunday, Feb. 17, 2 pm
Cabin Fever Hike at Oakes Quarry
Park

March
Saturday, Mar. 9, 10 am
Skunk Cabbage Hike at Siebenthaler Fen

April
Saturday, Apr. 20, 9 am
Earth Day Hike at Creekside
Reserve

Photos contributed by Neeraj Naidu Bommasani Bommasani

Eagle Scout candidate Ashish Bommasani (R., in blue) and volunteers.
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Smiles were in abundance as many dedicated volunteers planted 144
trees on November 11 at Fairborn Marsh. Thanks to all who helped!
More on Page 4

Federal employees, please consider making your contribution
to the Beaver Creek Wetlands
Association, CFC #72199.
www.beavercreekwetlands.org

President’s Message: Good News!
Welcome to 2019, it looks
to be a great year in the Beaver
Creek Wetlands. In December, we
received word that our Clean Ohio
Green Space Conservation grant
application has been awarded!
The grant amount, $87,500.00, is
to cover the costs to restore about
fifty acres of abandoned farmland
and wetland along Beaver Creek.
BCWA will also acquire a conservation easement on the property,
which is owned by Beavercreek
Township. About two thirds of
this will be planted to a diverse
mix of native prairie wildflowers and grasses. About one third
is wetland, but unfortunately it is
dominated by invasive species,
particularly reed canarygrass.
The goal is to get rid of the ca-

narygrass and replace it with a
diverse mix of native wetland wildflowers, sedges, and grasses.
The Clean Ohio Green Space
Conservation program is a program run by the Ohio Public Works
Commission. It is funded by a bond
issue first passed by Ohio voters  in
2000. The fund is to protect and
restore natural areas, and can’t
be used for recreational or infrastructure projects. Applicants must
provide a minimum of a 25% local
match, and raising the $27,500.00
needed for that was the focus of our
fall campaign this year. I’m very
happy to say that by the beginning
of the year we received about 75%
of this amount from the campaign.
These funds will be used solely for
this project. This important piece

of the wetland corridor is a first
step in our new vision to restore
degraded wetlands, protect and
plant buffer lands, and improve
awareness of and access to the
wetlands. Thank you for your
support!
Speaking of support, the
BCWA board is looking for new
trustees since many of our dedicated trustees will be at their term
limits in May. We are especially
interested in people that have time
to give, and have expertise in fundraising, nonprofit administration,
and legal work. Please contact me
at president@beavercreek wetlands.
org if you have an interest!
—Dave Nolin

Wetlands are beautiful in Winter, too.
From Matt Biggers on
December 26:
“My neighbor got a drone
for Christmas, and has
been putting it to good
use for the hoarfrost this
morning. This is a pic of
the trees we planted on
the Southside of Fairborn
Marsh.”

Photo submitted by Matt Biggers

The hoarfrost highlights
trees planted over the past
three years at Fairborn
Marsh, including 144 new
trees planted on November
11, 2018. The new trees are
the product of BCWA fall
fundraising, Eagle Scout
projects, and the work of
many dedicated volunteers.
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Photo contributed by Julie Berro

Volunteer Activity
Volunteers braved the rainy
conditions to set up and staff
BCWA’s booth at the Popcorn
Festival in early September before
its cancellation a few hours later
due to deteriorating weather conditions. What a disappointment,
but the weather was miserable all
weekend. You should have seen
the office for a few days afterward – everything from the booth
was spread out to dry, draped over
doors, bookshelves, tables, and
chairs.
Unfortunately, the weather was
not favorable for our next event
either – the public monarch tagging
program. Although it didn’t rain, it
was cool and overcast – not ideal
for butterflies. Still, the families
who attended had the opportunity
to explore Koogler Wetland/Prairie
Reserve, learn about monarch lifecycles and migration, and then take
part in the always popular “edible
entomology” to learn about insect
anatomy. Although butterflies were
scarce due to the conditions, there
were lots of other insects for the
kids to capture and bring back to
volunteers for help with identification. Subsequent tagging programs
scheduled by request were more
successful. See page 10 for additional information.
Another popular family program followed in October – the
Teal Pumpkin Halloween Hike,
also at Koogler Reserve. Participants visited stations positioned
along the loop trail to learn about
some creatures that have an unfavorable image, especially around
Halloween – bats, spiders, snakes,
and owls.

Thanks go to Jim Amon, Skip
Beehler, Julie Berro, Ann Byrd,
Wayne Cook, Joy Das, Lois
Gschwender, Anna Kamnyev, Debbie Karr, Dave Nolin, Kathy Potter,
Sue Rytel, Richard Swigart, Ryan
Taylor, Hitesh Trivedi, and Mike
Zimmerman for making each of
these programs an enjoyable and
educational experience for families
who attended.

Julie & Sue Enjoy Staffing the Teal
Pumpkin Hike’s Spider Station!
Volunteers also assisted with
the fall campaign mailing by stuffing, sealing, and affixing address
labels on more than 1800 envelopes, all while socializing and
sampling cookies! Thank you to
Art Bauer, Dorothy Bordewisch,
Wayne Cook, Rob Evans, Lois
Gschwender, Art Helmstetter,
Kathy Potter, Judy Renz, Richard

Swigart, and JT Tirpack for making
this mailing go so quickly!
The major fall project for the
field crews was phase 3 of the
reforestation project at Fairborn
Marsh. A variety of mixed hardwood saplings, 144 in all, were
planted in mid-November, mostly
oak and hickory species and a
few sugar maples, tulip trees, and
basswoods. The number of trees
planted in the last three years totals
344. The survival rate has been outstanding due to the follow-up care
– trimming competing vegetation
around the young trees and watering them when needed.
Planting was also done at
Hagenbuch Reserve. Pawpaw
seedlings were added to the understory at the west end of the
reserve, where honeysuckle had
been removed. Volunteers previously planted spicebush, bladdernut, elderberry, wahoo, and wafer
ash in this area, so the monoculture
of honeysuckle has been replaced
by a diverse mix of native shrubs.
In addition, more native prairie
species were added to the Monarch
Waystation at the east end of the
reserve. Seed of little bluestem and
side oats grama was collected from
the Dane Mutter Prairie; both species are low growing (3-5’) native
prairie grasses that will be sown at
the Waystation.
Another major fall activity
throughout the wetlands corridor is
invasive control, primarily targeting the woody invasives, including honeysuckle, autumn olive,
privet, and Callery pear. Volunteers
employed “lop & squirt” or foliar
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Volunteer Activity
spray techniques to manage honeysuckle at Little Creek Prairie &
Fen, Fairborn Marsh, Hagenbuch
Reserve, and Zimmerman Prairie.
Another invasive species targeted
was narrowleaf cattail at Zimmerman Prairie. The dead stalks were
mowed in late winter, then the
spring growth was cut down in early summer. The resulting re sprouts
were wiped with an herbicide solution in late summer. This process
will be repeated in 2019. It may
take some time, but hopefully this

management technique will prevent
this invasive plant from overrunning the diversity of this small wet
prairie remnant.
In addition to these activities,
volunteers continued the routine
mowing and trimming along trails
and boardwalks at multiple sites.
Volunteers for these activities
included Deb Adams, Jim Amon,
Eric Bee, Skip Beehler, Matt Biggers, Ken Bish, Ed Bogden, Matt
Cary, Wayne Cook, Kristen Diesburg, Mike Enright, Debbie Karr,

Eagle Scout Project at Fairborn Marsh
Ashish
Bommasani’s
Eagle Scout
project
culminated in
the planting of
144 trees on
November 11 at
Fairborn Marsh.

Patrick Kennedy, Mark Lentin, Jim
Lucot, Kathy Potter, Sarah Potter, Sue Rytel, Jim Schneider, Bob
Steinbach, Richard Swigart, Hitesh
Trivedi, Tom Whitman, plus Ashish Bommasani and helpers for his
Eagle Scout project at Fairborn
Marsh, and two student volunteers
from Beavercreek Youth Council,
who helped to remove invasive
shrubs from Hagenbuch Reserve.
By reviewing the list of volunteers, you may notice that some
are involved in several types of
activities while others concentrate
their efforts in specific areas. If
you would like to join us in any
capacity, please contact the office
at 937-320-9042 or admin@beavercreekwetlands.org to be added to the
appropriate distribution list(s) for
notifications of volunteer opportunities. You may also volunteer for
land management activities through
the website.
—Debbie Karr

Photos contributed by Neeraj Naidu Bommasani Bommasani

Ashish Bommasani (all-red shirt) with Rohan Desarapu and BCWA advisors at Phillips Park Barn.

Equipment is staged at worksite on planting day.

It’s a beautiful day. Let the planting begin!
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Science Corner: Greene County Christmas Bird Count

Photo by Mike Mushala

On the morning of December 16, 2018, volunteers from BCWA gathered to participate in the 119th
annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count as part of the
Greene County count circle. For this project, both the
species and the number of individuals of each species
is tallied. For more than a century, the data collected
by volunteers during this national citizen science project has been used by experts to study the long-term
health and status of bird populations across North
America.
We split up into four teams for greater coverage
of the wetlands that lie within the Greene County
count circle. One team covered Creekside Reserve,
another team walked from Phillips Park through the
well fields to the Dane Mutter Prairie, another covered
Siebenthaler Fen, and the fourth team covered both
Fairborn Marsh and Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve.
The weather wasn’t ideal – foggy to start, with cloudy
skies all morning, with a breeze, but at least the rain
from the previous day had stopped! The visibility was
poor due to fog and low light conditions, but it was
still a good morning to be out and about in the wetlands! We counted 846 individuals of 33 species – see
sidebar for details.
Thanks to Deb Adams, Jim Amon, Dan Enders,
Debbie Karr, Rick Luehrs, Andrew & Bianca Neale,
Dave Nolin, Sarah Potter, Jim Schneider, Carol & Lee
Smith, Richard Swigart, Lisa & Ryan Taylor, Ed &
Mandy Wolski for participating this year!
—Debbie Karr

Great Blue Heron at Siebenthaler Fen, Dec. 7, 2018

Number
4
95
36
2
1
23
3
21
26
1
8
28
20
31
11
13
20
5
2
42
300
1
34
3
15
8
20
1
20
30
3
12
7
846
33

Species
Great Blue Heron
Canada Goose
Mallard
Red-shouldered Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Mourning Dove
Belted Kingfisher
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker

Northern Flicker
Blue Jay
American Crow
Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
Carolina Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Eastern Bluebird
American Robin
European Starling
Eastern Towhee
American Tree Sparrow
Field Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Northern Cardinal
House Finch
American Goldfinch
House Sparrow
Total Individuals
Total Species
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Byron “Lee” Schatzley
On October 26, one of The Beaver Creek Wetlands
Association’s founders, Byron “Lee” Schatzley, passed
away.
In 1988, Beavercreek residents Lee Schatzley and
his wife, Beavercreek City Commissioner Carol Graff,
read an article in the Dayton Daily News about a group
of Dayton area conservationists trying to protect some
outstanding wetlands in Beavercreek Township. Lee,
who had lived in Beavercreek since 1974 immediately
said “Whoa, good project but if these wetlands are in
Beavercreek this group should include people from
this community.” Lee and Carol contacted our fledgling group, expressed their support, and helped set up
and advertise for a public meeting at the Beavercreek
Library to tell local residents about the wetlands. We
had a plate of cookies and thought maybe ten or twenty
people would show up. We were stunned when at least
150 people came, filling the room and spilling into
the hall to hear about the wetlands. This led to more
support and local people volunteering to be on the first
board of our new Association. Lee was on that board
and was soon hard at work drafting BCWA’s first master plan. Lee was a vital part of the board from 1988 to
1996, using his experience, wisdom, and local connecLee Schatzley and Carol Graff at their wedding in
tions to enhance the wetlands conservation effort.
Lee’s involvement in BCWA was just one of many August, 1983.
examples of a life dedicated to public service. Lee
enlisted with the U.S. Army Air Corps in 1941, fly ing
Local Woman Donates Art She Made
many combat missions as a bombardier/navigator,
for BCWA’s 20th Anniversary
and earning the Distinguished Service Medal, DistinThis summer I met a woman named Santosh
guished Flying Cross, and eight air medals. He conGorowara,
who had created a beautiful collage
tinued his career with the U.S. Air Force, retiring as a
and poem about the Beaver Creek Wetlands. It
full colonel in 1972. Lee then stayed busy, becoming
was proudly hung in her house, but this fall she
involved with the Beavercreek Rotary, Beavercreek
decided to donate it to BCWA, and it is now
Chamber of Commerce, Miami Valley Military Affairs
hanging in the BCWA office. It is very inspiring
Association, Community Development Fund, Greene
to see someone like Santosh spontaneously use
County Transit Board, Miami Valley Regional Plantheir creative talents to express the feelings they
ning Commissions Council of Citizens, Beavercreek
have when visiting the wetlands. The collage is
YMCA, and many campaigns for local levies. Thank
a combination of artwork and photos depicting
you, Lee, for all you did for the wetlands, the Miami
the wetlands and the plants and animals that live
Valley, and our country!
there. On the front is a poem called She Says that
—Dave Nolin
speaks for the wetlands. Please view this lovely
work in its entirety on the next page (7).
—Dave Nolin
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Photo by Dave Nolin
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A Brief History of the Beaver Creek – Part 10

•
•
•

This series started with the summer 2016 edition of the Spotted Turtle Newsletter.
In Parts 1 & 2, the natural history of the valley of the Beaver Creek and the impact of humans on the
landscape were explored.
In Parts 3 & 4, the removal of the Harbine Mill Dam on the Beaver Creek and the petition to “improve” the Beaver Creek were discussed.
In Parts 5 & 6, after having decided that the improvement to the Beaver Creek was needed, the Commissioners approved the Engineer’s report and a contract was awarded for the improvement.
In Parts 7, 8 & 9, the construction of the improvement of the Beaver Creek had stalled where Gray’s
Run entered the channel. The work continued above this area while the Board of Commissioners
worked on an alteration to avoid the problem. A petition was received for a similar alteration where the
Kendig Spring Branch enters the Beaver Creek.

It is now March 3, 1917 and
the Board met with some of the
landowners that would be affected
by the channel alteration proposed
for the Beaver Creek in the area of
Harshmanville and Beaver Road.
They met in the Commissioners’
“office to further consider, and if
possible to determine the change of
Beaver Creek channel by straightening same.” The change will
begin on the lands of A. D. Kendig
at or near the mouth of the Kendig Spring Branch “and then in a
southerly direction crossing” the
Harshmanville and Beaver Road
(now New Germany-Trebein Road)
at a point “where is now placed”
a culvert, approximately 100 feet
east of the present bridge location
“and continuing to an intersection
with the present channel at or near
the land line between” the properties of Dr. Good and Minnie Wolf,
“and there ending, making a new
line of about 1700 feet for said
ditch improvement.”
At this same meeting, the
“Board of Commissioners agreed
to change a wing wall, and place
a new Eschew bridge” where the
Kendig Spring Branch crosses the
Harshmanville and Beaver Road.

Kendig Spring Branch and Beaver Creek, shown on original course,
and as modified.
Continued on Page 9
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Map by Dave Nolin
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Continued from Page 8

A Brief History of the Beaver Creek – Part 10
They would then “make a new
channel from that point to the present channel of Beaver Creek Ditch
along the south side” of Harshmanville and Beaver Road, similar
to what had been proposed for
the Sheppard alteration at Gray’s
Run. The new wing wall would be
a concrete wall on the south side
of the new Eschew Bridge and of
sufficient length to change the flow
of water in the direction of the
new channel of the Kendig Spring
Branch. The material removed
from the new channel of the Kendig Spring Branch would then be
used to fill the vacated channel of
the branch through the lands of
Elizabeth Hower without extra cost
to the affected landowners. (Note:
This channel ran through what is
now the prairie at the Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve and through
the wetlands in this reserve. As
one walks the trail along the small
creek east of the wetland, it should
be noted that this is the Ke ndig
Spring Branch and is flowing
through the original channel of the
Beaver Creek.) “All parties agreed
to this agreement and writings were
drawn up to this effect” which all
parties signed except Dr. Good,
who took a copy for further study.
March 10, 1917 was a busy day
for the Board of Commissioners.
“This day the County Commissioners went along the line of the
Beaver Creek Improvement, upon
the lands of Dr. Good, investigated
and considered the advisability of
making some change in the route of
said improvement upon the land of
Dr. Good.
“An agreement was made with

all parties interested whereby the route was changed
as agreed upon.” With Dr.
Good’s agree ment, the alteration as presented became
a part of the official record
and the improvement project
could pro ceed.
Before the Commissioners went to Dr. Good’s
land on March 10, they met
in special session at their
The author, Richard Swigart, points out the
chambers to discuss the
state of the Sheppard altera- Eschew Bridge over Kendig Spring Branch,
near Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve.
tion at Gray’s Run. It was
noted that since no appeal had been Spring Branch and the Harshmanmade concerning the finding of the ville and Beaver Road. It appeared
Probate Court, the Board ordered
that even this project wasn’t withthe Auditor to advertise in the two
out some controversy because on
Xenia, Ohio newspapers that a con- March 23, “the Commissioners
tract on the project, in its entirety,
went along the line of the Beaver
“and in accordance with the plans
Creek channel improvement upon
and specifications of the Engineer,” the lands of Dr. Good, investigatwould be offered for sale by “pubing and considered the advisability
lic outcry” at 10:00 a.m. on April
of making some change upon the
2, 1917 at the Greene County, Ohio lands of said Dr. Good. An agreecourthouse. The Engineer was also ment was made with all parties
ordered to “attend the time and
interested whereby the route was
place of the said sale” and “that
changed as agreed upon.”
he make contract with the lowest
The Commissioners would
responsible bidder and take good
have preferred that all controverand sufficient bond for the labor
sies were this easily solved because
of said improvement” and “for the
on March 31, the County Prosecutcompletion of the work within the
ing Attorney requested permi ssion
time fixed by the contract.”
to hire legal assistance since Mr.
On March 15, “NOTICE TO
Harshman had filed an appeal
DREDGING CONTRACTORS”
against the Board of Commissionappeared in the two Xenia, Ohio
ers and the Prosecutor would need
newspapers. This notice contained
help with the proceedings. The
all of the specifics for the alter ation Board approved the Prosecutor’s
project along with the date and time request.
for the sale and the required bond.
—Richard Swigart
Meanwhile, work continued on
the alteration of the main channel
project in the vicinity of the Kendig
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News and Notes
Monarch Tagging Summary for 2018

Locations:
41 tagged at the Monarch Waystation
28 tagged at Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve
25 tagged at Dane Mutter Prairie
2 tagged at Little Beaver Creek Prairie & Fen
4 tagged on private property
Note: Beginning in 2017, we have tagged more monarchs at the
Monarch Waystation at Hagenbuch Reserve than at the other locations in
the Beaver Creek wetlands corridor. It was amazing to watch them drop
in from high in the air – like they were parachuting in to nectar on the
New England asters. For these butterflies, the Waystation was an oasis in
Monarch butterfly on New England
the midst of commercial development and the transportation corridor.
Aster.
—Debbie Karr

Rewards Programs & Donation Drives

Your purchases at these businesses can benefit BCWA!

Photo by Matt Biggers

Dorothy Lane Market
Good Neighbor Program
If you are a member of Club DLM,
you can designate the BCWA (charity ID 671) as your preferred charity. Either go to the service desk
at your local DLM and complete
an application or register online at
https://www.dorothylane.com/clubdlm/goodneighbor.pl.

Matt Biggers found this 3-4 inch
mussel in the creek at Fairborn
Marsh on December 30; another
indicator of a healthy ecosystem in
the Beaver Creek Wetlands!

Kroger
Community Rewards Program
You can register your Kroger Plus
card online and link it to BCWA’s
NPO number 46587 at www.krogercommunityrewards.com. Every
time you make a purchase with
your Kroger Plus card, BCWA will
benefit!

Fresh Thyme Farmers Market
Giving Bag Program
When a shopper purchases a reusable Giving Bag featuring the Giving Tag for $2.99, they are given
the opportunity to direct the $1
donation to a local non-profit that
is important to them (if the shopper
does not direct the donation, the $1
will automatically be directed to
the non-profit chosen each month
by store leadership).
AND… because you’re not using
paper or plastic single-use bags,
you’re helping the planet at the
same time.
https://freshthyme.bags4mycause.com

Beaver Creek Wetlands Association, Inc. is a listed charity on Amazon Smile.
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Photo by Richard Swigart

Total of 100 tagged between September 13 & October 9
60 male, 40 female
96 wild, 4 reared

Join the
BCWA Today!
Spotted Turtle Name and Logo:
Noted area wildlife artist Charley
Harper generously donated the art for
our logo in 1988. His work has been
adopted by the National Park Service
and is appreciated worldwide. Our
newsletter recognizes the Spotted
Turtle as an icon for the many rare
animals and plants protected in the
Beaver Creek Wetlands.
Submissions, Questions, or
Comments:
We rely on members like you to make
this newsletter the product of many
diverse voices. If you have an idea for
an article or a picture to include, please
send them to admin@beavercreekwetlands.org Also, we welcome any comments or questions. For submissions,
questions, or comments, please include
“newsletter” in the subject line of your
e-mail. We reserve the right to edit for
content or clarity.
Change of Address/Email
Members, please don’t forget to
contact us if you move or change your
email address: admin@beavercreekwetlands.org. We want to ensure that
you receive your issue of The Spotted
Turtle!
Donations of Land/Easements:
If you are interested in donating land,
placing an easement on property, or
remembering the BCWA in your will,
please don’t hesitate to call the Beaver
Creek Wetlands Association at (937)
320-9042.
BCWA Annual Report:
Copies are available by request. Email the office at admin@beavercreekwetlands.org or call (937) 320-9042.
Founded in 1988, the Mission of the
Beaver Creek Wetlands Association is
to protect the wetland ecosystem in
the Beaver Creek watershed through
partnerships, community networks,
and public education.

Help reclaim our local wetlands corridor
and restore its natural beauty and function.
Your member dues fund land acquisition,
education programs, habitat restoration
and management of our preserve.
Please make your check payable to BCWA and
mail to: BCWA, P.O. Box 42, Alpha, OH 45301

A 501(c)(3) land
trust organization.
Your donation is
tax deductible.

Name
Address
Phone
Email

Choose your member level below:
$5
$10
$15
$25

Student
Senior (60+)
Individual
Family

$35
$50
$100
$1,000

Contributing
Supporting
Patron
Life

... or, join us online:
http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org/supportus-membership.html

Planned Giving:
Endowment Fund

Our Endowment Fund contains
more than $248,218. Did you know
you can leave a bequest in the form
of a life annuity? Planned giving can
result in tax savings and/or income to
you, while leaving a legacy of conservation.
The BCWA Endowment Fund is
a permanent savings plan to help ensure that BCWA continues to protect
wetlands for future generations. The
BCWA Endowment Fund may accept
many types of planned, deferred, and
outright gifts that can actually increase
the value of your estate, enabling you
to do more with what you leave for
others.
Spotted Turtle Society members include anyone who has made
a gift to the Beaver Creek Wetlands
Association Endowment Fund.

I would like to learn more about gift
options to help grow the Beaver Creek
Wetlands Endowment Fund. Please
contact me about planned giving.
I have already included BCWA in my
estate planning. I would like to become
a member of the Spotted Turtle Society.
I wish to make a gift right now, payable
to ‘”BCWA Endowment Fund”.
Please return to:
Beaver Creek Wetlands Association
Attn: Endowment Committee
P.O.Box 42, Alpha, Ohio 45301

For information on a variety of planned giving options, call or write to
us, visit our website: http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org/supportus-plannedgiving.html
or contact The Dayton Foundation directly.

See this newsletter online at www.beavercreekwetlands.org
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This colorful Eastern Towhee was spotted
by Mike Mushala in December at Siebenthaler Fen.

