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President’s message: BCWA 
is moving forward!

There have been several good 
news items for BCWA over 

the last several months, and I’d like 
to highlight them here. The biggest 
news is that we now have a full-
time Executive Director! Several 
excellent candidates applied for the 
job, posted last May, but we have 
a great new leader, Blythe Hazel-
lief. Blythe is passionate about 
conservation and the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands, and is already making 
strides to improve our operations 
and accelerate the implementation 
of our vision. 

For the past 23 years BCWA 
has had a modest office 

in the basement of the historic 
Coy House near Phillips Park and 
owned by Beavercreek Township. 
It has been a good, if rustic, home 
for our administrative functions, 
but the site has its limitations. Our 
landlord, Beavercreek Township, 
has offered us a vacant office in 
one of their nearby buildings, and 
the board has decided to move to 
this new location. The new office 
will have an actual address, air 
conditioning, kitchenette, parking, 
entrance sign, and other amenities 
that will improve our administra-
tive space and public presence. We 
are planning to move in November.

On the conservation side, 
BCWA has partnered with 

Greene County Parks & Trails 
(GCP&T) and the B-W Greenway 
Community Land Trust (BWG) to 
protect and interpret a wonderful 
wetland site, Pearl’s Fen. This site 
has been owned by GCP&T since 
2003, but has not had public ac-
cess. Thanks to GCP&T and the 
Clean Ohio Fund, the site is now 
being enhanced with parking, trails, 
a boardwalk, and habitat manage-
ment to promote the rare species 
there. The work will continue over 
the winter, and be ready for public 
enjoyment in spring or summer of 
2020. Earlier this year a developer 

Our BCWA Executive Director, 
Blythe Hazellief

Continued on Page 2

Federal employees, please con-
sider making your contribution 
to the Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Association, CFC #72199. Last 
day to give is January 12, 2020.

As the holiday season 
approaches, the Trustees, 
Advisors and Officers of the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands
 Association want to express 
our deepest gratitude to the 
many loyal members, donors, 
volunteers, and supporters 
who sustain our organization 
throughout the year.

Thank you! 
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was proposing a housing subdivi-
sion on the north side of the fen. 
Concerned about the possible 
impacts to this delicate site, BCWA 
worked with GCP&T and BWG, 
the developer, and the City of Fair-
born to establish a 7.5-acre buffer 
between the development and the 
fen. 

In the Spring 2018 issue of
the Spotted Turtle, I told you 

about BCWA’s “vision” to estab-
lish a linear trail along the wetland 
corridor, protect additional land, 
increase our habitat management 
efforts. Two big pieces to this effort 
are happening right now. Thanks to 
the Clean Ohio Fund and generous 
donations by BCWA members, a 
major restoration of about 40 acres 
east of the Hunter’s Pointe subdivi-
sion is underway. The tract, owned 

by Beavercreek Township was 
protected in 1998, but former land 
uses had degraded the site. BCWA 
has hired the talented environmen-
tal firm, Cardno, to convert the 
abandoned field there into a diverse 
prairie, restore the degraded wet-
lands, and eradicate the honey-
suckle, purple loosestrife, and other 
unwanted invaders. The work will 
continue through next spring.

Another vital piece of the
corridor was protected this 

year by our partners, B-W Green-
way Community Land Trust and 
the City of Fairborn. A 5.5-acre 
parcel along Beaver Creek was 
purchased. This tract is adjacent 
to BCWA’s Beerman Fen Property 
and completes the linkage between 
Fairborn Marsh and Community 
Park in Fairborn. BWG’s Clean 

Ohio grant also provided for the 
restoration of the site, a parking lot, 
and a bridge across Beaver Creek.

Engaging the public is also
a big and vital part of what 

BCWA does. There has been an 
amazing response to our Beaver-
creek Tornado Tree Distribution 
program. Our educational pro-
grams are well attended and made 
possible by dedicated volunteers 
and members. Land management 
efforts by volunteers continue to 
give these important natural areas 
the care they need to survive and 
thrive. Thank you to everyone who 
has contributed to any of these ef-
forts, you are making a difference 
in the world!

—Dave Nolin

President’s Message: BCWA is Moving Forward 
Continued from Page 1

Random Act of Kindness at Koogler Prairie/Reserve

A hiker at Koogler Prairie/Reserve noticed the 
BCWA crew and thanked them for their work. 
Then she left some treats with this kind note.   
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Summer Volunteer Activity

June was a busy month for 
administrative and festival volun-
teers. BCWA had a team partici-
pating in the annual Little Miami 
River cleanup in June and had a 
display at the River Festival at 
Bellbrock Park where participants 
gathered afterward for lunch. A 
few weeks later, BCWA partici-
pated in the WPAFB Pollinator 
Expo, with conservation organi-
zations and native plant sellers 
set up in the shade of the mature 
oaks at the Wright Brothers 
Memorial – what a beautiful set-
ting for this event! Also in June, 
the volunteers gathered at the 
BCWA office in the Coy House 
for an envelope-stuffing party for 
the annual membership mail-
ing – labeling, stuffing, & sealing 
trays of envelopes. We have these 
“parties” several times a year. 
The next festival was the August 
Sweet Corn Festival in Fairborn’s 
Community Park (one of the wet-
land sites). This festival requires 
lots of assistance from volunteers 
at BCWA’s booth to meet and 
greet visitors and encourage them 
to explore the wetlands. 

There were a couple of sum-
mer guided hikes, led by BCWA 
leadership – an evening hike 
at Fairborn Marsh and a morn-
ing hike to introduce residents 
in Hunter’s Pointe and Hunter’s 
Ridge neighborhoods to Dane 
Mutter Prairie planted in 2011 
and show them what the restora-
tion in progress at the adjacent 
Beavercreek Township property 
will eventually look like.

Volunteers for these activities 
included Jim Amon, Eric Bee, 

Ann Byrd, Wayne Cook, Rob Ev-
ans, Niki Foor, Rob Fortman, Lois 
Gschwender, Art Helmstetter, Anna 
Kamnyev, Debbie Karr, Dave No-
lin, Margie Perenic, Eilanna Price, 
Judy Renz, Sue Rytel, Chris Sim-
mons (with dog Charlie), Richard 
Swigart, JT Tirpack, Fred Tokarz, 
Hitesh Trivedi, Paul & Carolyn 
Wolfe, Mike Zimmerman.

The land management crews 
have been busy all summer long. 
Summer means teasel control for 
the Saturday work crew, which 
concentrates its efforts in sites in 
the Little Beaver Creek corridor. 
Hershner, Little Beaver Creek 
Prairie & Fen, and Zimmerman 
Prairie State Nature Preserve were 
visited periodically through the 
summer to sever the root of teasel 
as it was flowering. This disrupted 

its 2-year life cycle by preventing 
seed production. This technique 
has greatly reduced the amount 
of this biennial invasive (and 
reduced the amount of time spent 
on its control). The crew has also 
been working alongside personnel 
from Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources, Division of Natural 
Areas and Preserves (DNAP) at 
Zimmerman Prairie. Its diversity 
has been threatened by an explo-
sion of narrow-leaved cattails, 
which had spread to about 1/3 of 
the 3-acre site. There are man-
made boundaries to the north 
(bike path) and south (US35), so 
the work crews have been attack-
ing the large patch from the east 
and west to meet in the middle. 
The hope is to continue joint proj-

Much progress was made on the Koogler Prairie/Reserve boardwalks 
this summer. Here, BCWA volunteers prepare lumber provided by our 
partners at Greene County Parks & Trails.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 R
ic

ha
rd

 S
w

ig
ar

t



4  Spotted Turtle—Fall 2019

Summer Volunteer Activity
Continued from Page 3

ects with DNAP to reduce the size 
of the patch to a level more easily 
managed by BCWA volunteers.

The Saturday crew also vis-
ited Hagenbuch Reserve to trim 
around the understory shrubs 
planted at the west end and water 
them in mid-summer during the 
dry spell. A few woody invasives 
were cut and treated, primarily 
honeysuckle and privet. Also, a 
large patch of Canada thistle was 
mowed before it could set seed.

 More native plants were 
added to the Monarch Waysta-
tion – purple coneflower, butterfly 
weed, whorled milkweed, sweet 
everlasting, sky blue aster, aro-
matic aster, and purple love grass 
in the dry, well-drained area and 
obedient plant along the moist 
ditch. Volunteers meet weekly 
to work on maintenance – trim-
ming and weeding the landscaped 

edge, removing undesirable plants, 
watering new plants, and prop-
ping up plants that toppled during 
storms. One of the main goals of 
the project has been public educa-
tion and volunteers spend lots of 
time talking to people passing by 
on the busy bike path, pointing out 
plants and pollinators, caterpillars, 
butterflies, and all sorts of insects 
attracted to this habitat.

The Sunday crew continued 
taking care of the trees planted at 
Fairborn Marsh, mowing and trim-
ming around them, repairing cages, 
and watering when needed. They 
also keep the trails and boardwalks 
trimmed there, and at Siebenthaler 
Fen and Koogler Wetland/Prairie 
Reserve as well. The trail near the 
creek at Koogler has washed out 
several times, requiring replenish-
ment of gravel.

In addition to the routine sum-

mer activity, there were a couple 
of lumber cutting work sessions, 
as more boardwalk is planned for 
Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve.

Volunteers for land man-
agement activities included 
Deb Adams, Jim Amon, Skip 
Beehler, Matt Biggers, Ed Bog-
den, Lorie Burger, Matt Cary, 
Wayne Cook, Aaron Deckard, 
Lois Gschwender, Katie Hickle, 
Jim Hoyer, Debbie Karr, Patrick 
Kennedy, Jim Lucot, Tom Mc-
Crate, Kathy Potter, Sarah Potter, 
Jim Schneider, Richard Swigart, 
Hitesh Trivedi, Tom Whitman.

If you are interested in help-
ing with any of these activities, 
please contact the office at
admin@beavercreekwetlands.org 
or 937-320-9042.

 —Debbie Karr
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For my Eagle Scout project, 
I built an approximately ninety-
foot-long section of boardwalk 
at the Koogler Wetland/Prairie 
Reserve. The construction took 
place in an area of the park prone 
to flooding after heavy rain. This 
project would not have been pos-
sible without the contributions 
of Greene County Parks & Trails 
(GCPT) and the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Association (BCWA), 
who cosponsored the project. 
GCPT provided all necessary ma-
terials to build the boardwalk and 
BCWA provided the boardwalk 
design and technical assistance 
during the build process. The 

Eagle Scout Project at Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve

Arunn Sankar (fifth from left) and his crew, with BCWA advisors at 
Koogler Reserve. Continued on Page 5
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project is part of a larger, contin-
ued effort to construct boardwalks 
along the entire trail at Koogler.

My project began with the 
transportation of building materi-
als from Phillips Park to Koogler. 
This involved the help of six 
volunteers, including myself, and 
a lot of heavy lifting. We trans-
ported the requisite amount of 
materials to Koogler and prepared 
for construction to begin in the 
upcoming days.

On the next day of work, with 
a total of fifteen volunteers, the 
frame for the boardwalk was laid 
out and construction began. This 
was no simple task as the section 
of trail where this boardwalk was 
constructed had many twists and 
turns. In fact, while in the diffi-
cult process of bending the wood 
pieces to follow the trail, we de-
cided that it would be easier and 
more practical to alter the route 
for the boardwalk and take a less 
tortuous path.

On the third day of construc-
tion, ten volunteers helped to 

complete the frame and begin 
attaching deck boards. This meant 
setting posts, placing spacers, and 
driving in countless screws. On the 
fourth and final day of construc-
tion, seven volunteers helped me 
finish lay decking and complete the 
boardwalk.

With a total of nearly 146 hours 
of work by volunteers from Boy 
Scout Troop 71, local high schools, 
and BCWA, this project was a huge 
undertaking. Nonetheless, it was a 
great time and an excellent learn-
ing experience. This boardwalk 
helps visitors enjoy and appreciate 
Koogler and its beautiful display 
of nature while increasing ease of 
access. I would like to thank GCPT 
and BCWA for all of their sup-
port and assistance throughout the 
entire project, from conception and 
planning to completion. Because of 
their help, I was able to give back 
to the community in this rewarding 
and meaningful way.

 —Arunn Sankar, Troop 71

87 feet of boardwalk taking 
shape. Skip Beehler, a BCWA 
advisor, commented: “The scout 
project’s teen volunteers showed 
a lot of skill in their tool use and 
familiarity with construction. I 
was impressed with Arunn’s brav-
ery in taking this project on!”

Continued from Page 4

Eagle Scout Project at Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve

Fall Hunting
September is when much of the hunting permitted in Ohio starts. 

Some of the trails in the Beaver Creek Wetlands are owned by The Ohio 
Division of Wildlife, and you may encounter people hunting on your 
walks out there. The major areas in which to take care are the Sieben-
thaler Fen off Fairground Road and the Beaver Creek Wildlife Area off 
of New Germany Trebein Road. It is a good idea to wear brightly col-
ored clothing during this time and to stay on the prepared trails. Fall is 
also a great time to hunt with your camera, so take it along but be careful 
and watch for hunters. Other areas throughout the corridor of wetlands 
that runs from Fairborn to Beavercreek at the Little Miami River are 
non-hunting areas except on a few privately owned lands.
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/huntingandtrappingregulations
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Citizen Science: 2019 Monarch Tagging by the Numbers
Ph

ot
o 

by
 R

ic
ha

rd
 S

w
ig

ar
t

From our BCWA administrative coordinator:
Late summer has been so dry that the only place to 

reliably find monarchs was along the north boardwalk 
on the wetland loop at Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve, 
nectaring on the asters found in abundance there. The 
flowers in prairie areas and at the Monarch Waystation 
were mostly dried up.

You probably saw on Facebook that it finally happened – I captured a monarch that had a tag on it from 
someone else’s tagging program! It was at the Waystation on Sunday morning – tag number AAGW 176. When 
we have the public program or large groups, someone occasionally catches a butterfly that was just released. 
Mandy Wolski, the naturalist for Cowen Lake State Park, occasionally tags at the Waystation. I called her first, 
to make sure it wasn’t one of her tags, but she advised that she did not tag any monarchs there this year. She 
brought 2 adult monarchs to be tagged & released at BCWA’s group programs last Friday (Sep. 20 for Enon 
Montessori and Primrose School) – thank you, Mandy! I did report the tag recovery to Monarch Watch and 
followed up with an email inquiry as to its origin. This tag series was sent to the Dayton, Ohio region, so this 
monarch was tagged locally, perhaps even at the Waystation. If this is your tag number, please contact 
admin@beavercreekwetlands.org.”         —Debbie Karr

One highlight at our butterfly tagging events is the 
moment of release, shared here by Brownie scouts.

93
Tagged as of 

10/7/19
59 males 34 females

87
Tagged Wild

6
Tagged Reared

1
Captured from 
another tagging

Where tagged:
66 at Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve
22 at Monarch Waystation
  4 at Fairborn Marsh
  1 at Zimmerman Prairie (released reared monarch)
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Citizen Science Contributes to Landmark Report on Bird Loss

In less than a single lifetime, 
North America has lost more than 
one in four of its birds, according 
to a report in one of the world’s 
leading scientific journals. Pub-
lished in Science by researchers at 
seven institutions, the report de-
tails the loss of 2.9 billion breed-
ing adult birds since 1970, includ-
ing birds in every ecosystem. The 
losses include iconic songsters 
such as Eastern and Western 

Meadowlarks and favorite birds at 
feeders, such as Dark-eyed Juncos 
and White-throated Sparrows.  

The disappearance of even 
common species indicates a general 
shift in our ecosystems’ ability to 
support basic bird life, the scien-
tists conclude. Forest and grassland 
birds have been especially affected. 
The study data included 48 years 
of data from multiple indepen-
dent sources, including the North 

American Breeding Bird Survey 
and the Christmas Bird Count. 
A comprehensive analysis of 11 
years of data from 143 NEXRAD 
radar stations showed a similarly 
steep decline in the magnitude of 
migration.

For details, visit: https//
www.3billionbirds.org/findings. 
There are links to the participating 
research institutions, infographics, 
and ways you can help. 

—Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National Audubon Society
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A Brief History of the Beaver Creek – Part 13

Note: This series started with the summer 2016 edition of the Spotted Turtle Newsletter.
• In Parts 1 & 2, the natural history of the valley of the Beaver Creek and the impact of humans on the 

landscape were explored. 
• In Parts 3 & 4, the removal of the Harbine Mill Dam on the Beaver Creek and the petition to “improve” 

the Beaver Creek were discussed.
• In Parts 5 & 6, after having decided that the improvement to the Beaver Creek was needed, the Engi-

neer’s report was approved and a contract was awarded for the improvement. 
• In Parts 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11, the construction of the improvement of the Beaver Creek had continued on 

the original contract and the alterations until an injunction was issued stopping work on the Sheppard 
Alteration.

• In Part 12, the channel improvement has been completed along with the alterations. All that is left to do 
is the court mandated changes.

“On May 3, 1918, the Sheriff 
delivered a Summons to the Board 
of County Commissioners that they 
had been sued, and that a Tempo-
rary Injunction had been allowed 
against them proceeding with a 
wall on North-east side of Gray’s 
Run.” The Commissioners have 
been ordered by the Appeals Court 
to create a new channel for Gray’s 
Run to empty into the “improved” 
channel of the Beaver Creek, to 
fill in the original channel of the 
Beaver Creek through the land of 
Mr. Harshman and to construct a 
wall to protect the filled in channel. 
The Commissioners decided this 
was a good idea and planned to do 
the same thing where the old chan-
nel was filled to divert the stream 
into the new channel. On this same 
day, the Commissioners, along with 
the County Engineer, proceeded to 
the point of contention to create “a 
drawing and profile” of the pro-
posed work to present to the Judge.

On May 10, the Commis-
sioners appeared at the Common 
Pleas Court with the plans for the 
proposed work and it was decided 
that the attorneys for both sides, 

along with the Commissioners, 
would “take the Court to see said 
work in question.” That afternoon, 
everyone proceeded to the site of 
the work, “and after viewing the 
situation, the Court decided in 
favor of the Board of Commis-
sioners.” Mr. Harshman’s attorney 
immediately filed with the Appeals 
Court and, on May 17 after hearing 
the Commissioners’ and the County 
Engineer’s plan for the project, 
the Appeals Court agreed with the 
Common Pleas Court and stated 
that the injunction would be dis-
missed. The County then proceeded 
to construct the proposed wall.

The Commissioners directed 
the County Engineer to complete 
his report on the mandated proj-
ect and to advertise a “notice to 
contractors” that bids would be 
received until August 13, 1918. 
Three bids were received but were 
not acted upon because the Pros-
ecuting Attorney had notified the 
Board that the temporary injunc-
tion against the project was still 
in effect. Finally, on September 7, 
1918 the Board was notified that 
the injunction had been lifted and 

they could “proceed to act upon the 
bids received.” The bids were then 
opened and, after discussion by the 
Board, all the bids were rejected as 
being for excessive amounts. The 
County Auditor was then directed 
to re-advertise the work. On Sep-
tember 21, one bid had been re-
ceived but it was also rejected by 
the Board as being excessive and 
the Auditor was again directed to 
re-advertise the work.

On October 10, 1918 a bid was 
received that was acceptable to 
the Board for this project and the 
Auditor was directed to draw up a 
contract to be presented to the con-
tractor on October 25, 1918.

Meanwhile, the Board commu-
nicated with the Non-War Con-
struction Board for Greene County, 
Ohio, on October 19, 1918 with 
their intent to furnish labor and 
materials to create a new channel 
for Gray’s Run, to fill the original 
channel of the Beaver creek and to 
construct two concrete or cement 
walls as directed by the Court. 
Included in the letter was an expla-
nation of all the work that had been 
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A Brief History of the Beaver Creek – Part 13
Continued from Page 7

News and Notes
Pearl’s Fen Update

Greene County Parks & Trails 
recently added Pearl’s Fen to the 
list of parks on their website, 
inviting the public to witness the 
extraordinary biodiversity of this 
small and beautiful fen. The park 
is located at 4535 Byron Road in 
Fairborn. 

Public access to the fen is still a 
work in progress, and it’s described 
on the Web as “coming in fall 
2019.” Limited parking is available 
and one trail is in place. To really 
appreciate the fen, a boardwalk will 
be required and is still in the design 
phase. Partners in the development 

to be Continued

Continued on Page 9

done in the improvement of the 
Beaver Creek and this work was 
required to complete the project.

On October 25, the Board met 
with the winning contractor to 
finalize the contract which called 
for all work to be made to the 
specifications and plans that were 
on file with the county Engineer. 
The project was to be completed by 
January 10, 1919. 

That same day, the County re-
ceived a letter from the Ohio Com-
mittee of Non-War Construction in 
Columbus Ohio stating:

“1. Referring to your applica-
tion to change the outlet of Gray’s 
Run, this committee concurs in the 
view taken by the county commit-
tee, that this improvement is not 
absolutely essential at the present 
time.

2. We understand that it has 
been ordered by the Court Appeals 
of your district, but having been so 
long delayed already, we cannot 
believe that any serious loss will be 
caused by delaying it now until the 
end of the war.

3. We feel sure that this will 
meet with your approval, as you 
know the urgent need of labor and 
materials, by the Government, at 
the present time.”

On October 26, the Board 
received a single bid for all the ma-
terials to be used in the mandated 
project but after having discussed 
this bid, and the project in general, 
the Prosecuting Attorney’s advice 
resulted in the Board voting “that 
said improvement be delayed until 
the close of the war.” It was also 
decided that no action would be 

taken on any contracts until that 
time.*

On October 28, after discuss-
ing that the mandated construction 
could not be completed due to 
orders from the Non-War Construc-
tion Board, the Board proceeded 
to the site of Gray’s Run to view 
the current conditions. It was noted 
that freshets had caused erosion at 
the end of the wall that had been 
constructed to protect the filled 
channel from breaking through and 
depositing gravel in the new chan-
nel. The Engineer was directed to 
extend the wall by erecting used 
planks from rebuilt bridges to tem-
porarily correct this problem.

—Richard Swigart

*World War I ended Nov. 11, 1918, 
just a few days later.

of this park include B-W Greenway 
Community Land Trust and Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Association, and 
everyone involved is eager to make 
the needed improvements to this 
site.   

Greene County Park 
Closure Update

Cemex Reserve in Fairborn 
remains closed. It is in use as a 
storage area for dead trees and 
other woody debris from the 2019 
Memorial Day tornado outbreak.

Russ Nature Reserve in Bea-
vercreek recently reopened. It 
took a direct hit from the tornado 
outbreak, and clean-up continues 
there. 

August at Siebenthaler Fen; 
Turtlehead in bloom
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News and Notes
Continued from Page 8

Local Author Honored
Kudos to local author and 

BCWA President, Dave Nolin. His 
2018 book, Discovery and Renewal 
on Huffman Prairie: Where Avia-
tion Took Wing, was named the 
winner of the Regional Non-Fiction 
Award by the Independent Book 
Publishers Professional Group. 
Congratulations, Dave! 

—Source: Dave’s alma mater, 
Wright State University. 

Call for Submittals for Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Art Exhibit, May 2020

Do you shoot nature photographs in the wetlands, or paint in any 
medium? Create nature sketches? Prints?

Get ready! May is American Wetlands Month, and we want to 
showcase YOUR artwork highlighting the beautiful Beaver Creek 
Wetlands. The Gallery at Lofino Plaza in Beavercreek will host our 
exhibit throughout the month of May 2020. 

To help you prepare for this just-for-fun celebration, here are 
some details:
• BCWA is sponsoring an exhibit; this is not a competition.
• The Gallery at Lofino Plaza can accept only 2-dimensional art-

work, framed with a secure wire on the back. 
• To qualify for this exhibit, entries must: 

• Be the original work of the artist; 
• Depict wetland sites and/or sights in the BCWA corridor;   

(http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org/maplocations.html)
• Weigh no more than 20 pounds per piece, and be no larger 

than 16” x 20” in size (exceptions for larger pieces must be 
approved by The Gallery at Lofino Plaza). 

• To participate, you will need to contact BCWA and complete a 
simple form. These forms and more details will be available to 
members and volunteers in the near future. 

• Each art piece will be tagged to include artist name, title of the 
piece and BCWA area depicted in the artwork, medium, phone 
number and – should you wish to sell the art – the price. Sales are 
entirely between the artist and the buyer.

• Qualified entries will be accepted on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis, with up to 3 entries per person. The deadline for entry is April 
1, 2020.
A reception will be held for participants, their families and friends 

at the Gallery (details TBA). The Gallery at Lofino Plaza Senior Cen-
ter partners with the Cultural Arts Connection and the City of Beaver-
creek Parks Department. It is open from Monday through Thursday, 9 
a.m. – 7 p.m., Fridays from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., and Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to noon.

—Coordinators: Sue Rytel and Art Helmstetter

Concerned about Birds?
Help your local conservation 

organizations count birds this year. 
The Great Backyard Bird Count 
(GBBC) is sponsored by the Cor-
nell Lab of Ornithology, Audubon, 
Bird Studies Canada, and eBird. 
The 23nd annual GBBC will be 
held February 14-17, 2020. Visit 
the official website at https://gbbc.
birdcount.org for more informa-
tion and be sure to check out the 
latest educational and promotional 
resources.

Audubon’s Christmas Bird 
Count date for Greene County is to 
be determined, but will be between 
December 14, 2019 and January 5, 
2020. 

Cedar waxwings,  Siebenthaler Fen
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From Cornell Lab of Ornithology
Read up on 7 simple ways you can help birds: 
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/seven-simple-actions-to-help-birds/
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 “When one 
tugs at a single 
thing in nature, he 
finds it attached 
to the rest of the 
world.” 

— John Muir

Wetland Wows

Two Inquisitive Squirrels Hard to see, and even harder to catch in a photograph. Mating 
Phantom craneflies at Siebenthaler Fen in September.

“A shadow flew past me and I spotted a hawk flying to the East passing 
over Beavercreek.  After circling it then came back across the creek and I 
was able to capture this beautiful bird in flight.”

—Mike Mushala
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Fall is season of harvest, season of thankfulness. BCWA thanks 
the loyal members and donors who support our mission. 
Watch your mailbox for details on our 2019 Fall Campaign.

Founded in 1988, the Mission of 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands As-
sociation is to protect the wet-
land ecosystem in the Beaver 
Creek watershed through
partnerships, community
networks, and public education.
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Newsletter Submissions, 
Questions or Comments:

We rely on members like you 
to make this newsletter the product 
of many diverse voices. If you have 
an idea for an article or a picture to 
include, please send them to news-
letter@beavercreekwetlands.org

Also, we welcome any com-
ments or questions. For submis-
sions, questions, or comments, 
please include “newsletter” in the 
subject line of your e-mail. We 
reserve the right to edit for content 
or clarity. 

Rewards Programs & Donation Drives
 Your purchases at these businesses can benefit BCWA!

Dorothy Lane Market
Good Neighbor Program

If you are a member of Club 
DLM, you can designate the 
BCWA (charity ID 671) as your 
preferred charity.  Either go to the 
service desk at your local DLM and 
complete an application or register 
online at https://www.dorothylane.
com/clubdlm/goodneighbor.pl. 
Kroger
Community Rewards Program

You can register your Kroger 
Plus card online and link it to BC-
WA’s NPO number 46587 at www.
krogercommunityrewards.com.  
Every time you make a purchase 
with your Kroger Plus card, BCWA 
will benefit!  

Beaver Creek Wetlands assoCiation, inC. is a listed Charity on amazon smile. 

Fresh Thyme Farmers Market
Giving Bag Program
When a shopper purchases a reus-
able Giving Bag featuring the Giv-
ing Tag for $2.99, they are given 
the opportunity to direct the $1 
donation to a local non-profit that 
is important to them (if the shopper 
does not direct the donation, the $1 
will automatically be directed to 
the non-profit chosen each month 
by store leadership).
AND… because you’re not using 
paper or plastic single-use bags, 
you’re helping the planet at the 
same time. 
https://freshthyme.bags4mycause.
comBottle Gentian at Siebenthaler Fen

The 2019 Fall Fundraiser is about improving BCWA trails and board-
walks, and creating broader public access to the wetlands.
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Which is bluer? This bluebird, or the 
September sky at Siebenthaler Fen? 




