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Calendar

August
Thur., Aug. 2, 7:00 p.m.
Evening Hike along Creekside 
Trail, featuring several BCWA 
work sites
Meet at Bales Arena:
1321 Research Park Drive
Beavercreek, OH  45432

Sat.-Sun., Aug. 18 & 19
Sweet Corn Festival
Fairborn Community Park

September
Sat., Sep. 22, 2:30 p.m.
Monarch Tagging at Koogler 
Wetland Prairie Reserve

Sat.-Sun., Sep. 8 & 9
Popcorn Festival in downtown 
Beavercreek
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New Life at Siebenthaler Fen

In late spring, the Beaver Creek 
wetlands provide habitat for a 
variety of animal families.

Above: Mallard ducklings swim 
with their mother.
Left: A female bluebird flies out 
from the nesting box.
Below: Baby skunks hanging out 
in the Siebenthaler Fen parking 
lot ... look carefully. There are 
four of them!
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President’s Message
Hello, BCWA members and 

readers. It is a great honor to ad-
dress you here as the new President 
of the Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Association!  This group that you 
support has been a highly effective 
land trust that has spearheaded the 
protection of over 2,000 acres of 
new open space and wetlands since 
1988.

Members like you have been 
and continue to be the core of this 
success.  When we started back in 
’88 very few people knew about 
the wetlands, and initial conserva-
tion efforts were slow to take hold.  
However, as membership grew and 
word spread, landowners, govern-
ment agencies, and jurisdictions 
joined the effort, and it took off. 

BCWA’s challenges have 
changed somewhat since then.  
Now that much (but not all) of the 
wetlands are protected, the chal-
lenges are taking care of this land, 
and fostering awareness and appre-

ciation of these important natural 
areas.  To that end, BCWA will 
be drafting a new Vision for the 
wetland corridor this year.  We will 
reconnect with our partners and 
draft a plan that will:
• increase access to remote sec-

tions of the wetland corridor 
to enable better monitoring of 
plant and animal life, steward-
ship of the land, and apprecia-
tion of these beautiful lands.  
Right now, the wetlands are 
accessed via several separate 
parking areas, each with its 
own small trail system.  The 
idea here is to connect many of 
these trail loops together with a 
continuous hiking trail/board-
walk, making the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands a destination for 
naturalists, walkers, research-
ers, and people in general.

• develop improved strategies to 
increase efficiency and scope 
of land stewardship work like 

invasive species control.
• improve signage throughout 

the wetland corridor to increase 
awareness of the wetlands and 
the efforts of the Association.

Completing and implement-
ing this new “Vision” for the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands is going 
to be a challenging and excit-
ing effort that will take several 
years to implement, but, with 
the continued support of mem-
bers like you and our partners, 
we can all make it happen!

— Dave Nolin

Birds find great habitat at Siebenthaler Fen and throughout the Beaver Creek Wetlands. Visitors can expect to  
see beautiful sights such as these Eastern Bluebirds (left) and Cedar Waxwings (right).  
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Volunteer Activity

More Volunteer news  on page 4

Spring brings the most popu-
lar volunteer event for BCWA’s 
volunteers – staffing the food 
booth at Knollwood Garden Cen-
ter’s annual Garden Party. This 
has been a spring tradition for 
nearly 30 years! Afterward, the 
good folks at Knollwood Garden 
Center make a generous donation 
to BCWA. 

Much of the activity this 
spring revolved around prepara-
tions the 30th Anniversary Cel-
ebration and Annual Meeting. 
Volunteers prepared the mailing 
(invitations and proxies to the 
membership) and assembled 
decorations and gift boxes for 
attendees.

BCWA also participated in a 
new event this spring, setting up 
its informational display at the 
Glen Helen Earth Day Celebra-
tion.

Participants in these ac-
tivities included Jim Amon, Skip 
Beehler, Dorothy Bordewisch, 
Jean Burdeshaw, Ann Byrd, Leah 
Colton, Wayne Cook, Dave Du-
ell, Rob Evans, Lois Gschwender, 
Mike Mushala, Margie Perenic, 
Kathy Potter, Judy Renz, Bonnie 
Shane, David Shumway, Chris 
Simmons, Bill Skelly, and Paul 
Wolfe.

The land management team 
did not wait for spring to resume 
their activities – volunteers went 
out in January and February to 
cut down non-native narrow-leaf 
cattails at Zimmerman Prai-
rie (working alongside ODNR 
Division of Natural Areas and 
Preserves personnel) and also at 
Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve 

in preparation for a new manage-
ment technique. 

The first spring projects at 
Beaver Creek Wetlands sites were 
cleanups. Volunteers picked up 
trash and car parts from the US35 
embankment overlooking Zim-
merman Prairie to the north and 
Little Beaver Creek Prairie & Fen 
to the south. These two projects 
were coordinated with the City of 
Beavercreek, which disposed of the 
material collected. Unfortunately, 
picking up trash is a continuous 
chore and must be done year round. 

The Sunday crew maintained 
the trails at Koogler Reserve, 
prepared a new area for planting, 
worked on invasive control (poi-
son hemlock and multiflora rose), 
and hosted an on-site wetlands 
class and seed sowing project for 
students of Miami Valley School. 
They also trimmed around the 140 
new trees at Fairborn Marsh to 
provide easy access to water them 

when rain is inadequate. Volun-
teers also mowed the marsh trail 
to keep it accessible to visitors. 
At Siebenthaler Fen, this group 
worked on repair of the bridge, 
which shifted during spring 
floods, and also trimmed along 
the boardwalk.

The Saturday crew continued 
cutting and chipping honey-
suckle and other woody invasives 
at Little Beaver Creek Prairie, 
which really opened up the small 
woodland in the northwest cor-
ner. BCWA’s flail mower was 
also used at this site to mow the 
edge of the prairie that was over-
run with Japanese honeysuckle 
(the vine), grapevines, Canada 
goldenrod, crown vetch, and 
brambles. This is one of the sites 
that was visited during the early 
spring poison hemlock blitz, as 
was Phillips Park and Hagenbuch 
Reserve. The Saturday crew just 
completed a planting at the latter 

Skip Beehler and Jim Amon work on the Siebenthaler Fen Bridge.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 K
ar

en
 P

ow
er

 



4  Spotted Turtle—Summer 2018

site. Native shrubs – elderberry, 
spicebush, bladdernut, wahoo, 
and wafer ash (also known as hop 
tree) – were all planted in an area 
previously cleared of honeysuck-
le. All are naturally found along 
the Little Beaver Creek, and some 
were “liberated” by the removal 
of honeysuckle. All these shrubs 
were donated by volunteers as 
seedlings from the native plant-

Continued  froM page 3Volunteer Activity

ings on their properties.
The Monarch Waystation 

volunteers started off the season by 
breaking up the dead stalks from 
the previous year’s growth, then 
began weekly Thursday morning 
work sessions for maintenance. 
Several gray dogwoods that had 
sprouted here were transplanted 
at the west end of Hagenbuch 
Reserve. On May 24, we saw our 
first monarch butterfly of 2018. 
However, it wasn’t the first one 
to visit the Waystation, for Sarah 
Potter, BCWA’s student volunteer 
of the year, spotted monarch eggs 
on the common milkweed and then 
several caterpillars of different 
sizes. Monarch(s) were laying eggs 

A young Monarch caterpillar on 
milkweed. 

A Monarch butterfly, and an EGG! 
Hope, in a tiny package...
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the entire time we were there that 
morning. 

Land management volunteers 
included Deb Adams, Jim Amon, 
Skip Beehler, Matt Biggers, Ed 
Bogden, Jean Burdeshaw, Parker 
Clark, Leah Colton, Wayne 
Cook, Aaron Deckard, Lois 
Gschwender, Art Helmstetter, 
Dan Karr (visiting from Mary-
land), Debbie Karr, Patrick Ken-
nedy, Mark Lentin, Jim Lucot, 
Dave Nolin, Kathy Potter, Sarah 
Potter, Karen Power, Jim Schnei-
der, Richard Swigart, TJ Theo-
polos, Hitesh Trivedi, Jeff Weh-
meyer, Tom Whitman, Mandy 
Wolski, and Mike Zimmerman.

Thank you, volunteers, for all 
your time and efforts!

—Debbie Karr

Field Notes, May 24, 2018 (contributed by Debbie Karr)

BCWA’s Student Volunteer 
of the Year, Sarah Potter, spot-
ted monarch eggs on the common 
milkweed when we first arrived 
at the Monarch Waystation for 
our regularly scheduled Thursday 
morning work session this morn-
ing. She then found 1st & 2nd 
instar (growth stage) caterpillars, 
plus a milkweed leaf beetle, large 
milkweed bug, assassin bug, and 
then a northern water snake near 
the creek. 

The entire time we worked 
there, monarchs were laying eggs, 
all on common milkweed.  It was 
great!  Several people stopped to 
watch and ask questions.   A fam-
ily with home-schooled kids came 
by - the younger ones had just 
finished a lesson on butterfly life 

cycles and were able to see what 
they learned out in the field. Well, 
at least 3 stages of the life cycle, 
anyway - it’s a bit too early to 
find a chrysalis.  

The Waystation is blooming 
in blue & white this week, with 
a smattering of gold: blue flow-
ers - false blue indigo, blue-eyed 
grass, Ohio spiderwort; white 
flowers - corn salad, fleabane, 
Canada anemone (just planted a 
couple of weeks ago); plus the 
gold of golden Alexanders.

Note: We would love to hear 
YOUR stories describing what 
you are seeing at the BCWA field 
sites. Please share your experi-
ences, folks, so our readers can 
“see” the miracles we encounter 
every day!

—The Editorial Staff
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BCWA 30th Anniversary Sponsors & Donors,
We Thank You!

BCWA 30th Anniversary & Annual Meeting: a Great Night Out!

On May 19th, friends new and 
old flocked to the Hilton Garden 
Inn in Beavercreek to celebrate 
Beaver Creek Wetlands Asso-
ciation’s 30th anniversary with a 
“Dinner and a Movie” theme.

Participants gathered at a recep-
tion with movie trivia, selfie booth, 
raffle drawing, and silent auction 
items. 

Following a festive dinner, 
founding members Jim Amon and 
Dave Nolin related the story behind 
BCWA: “How We Got Here and 
Where We Are Going.” 

There were several proclama-

tions paying tribute to the work 
of BCWA, from the Ohio Senate 
(read by Robert Hackett), the Ohio 
House of Representatives, Greene 
County Parks & Trails (read by Mi-
chelle Jenkins), the City of Beaver-
creek (read by Charles Curran), and 
Beavercreek Township (read by Ed 
Amrhein).

Recognition of individuals also 
abounded: Chris Simmons was 
applauded for her creative work 
on the 30th Annual Meeting; Matt 
Biggers, Sarah Potter, and Marga-
ret Maloney received awards for 
extraordinary volunteer service; 

and Dave Nolin extended thanks 
to outgoing BCWA president Jim 
Schneider for his years of service. 

Keynote speaker Tom Hissong 
shared his amazing photographic 
work, in a presentation entitled 
“Ohio’s Natural Wonders Through 
a Camera Lens.”

The evening was topped off 
with a screening of BCWA’s stun-
ning new informational video, pro-
duced by Wild Excellence Films. It 
was a fitting end to a very special 
evening celebrating wetlands pres-
ervation.

—Sue Rytel

Sponsors
• Monarch Butterfly Level – 

Greene County Park District
• Beaver Level – UES Inc.
• Bluebird Level – The Siebenthaler 

Company
• Hummingbird Level – Lois 

Gschwender, Rob Evans, LJB 
Inc., Trail-Works, Yellow Springs 
Brewery

• Dragonfly Level – Jordan & 
Bethany Gray, Tony Harker of 
RE/MAX Victory of Beavercreek

Donors
• Carol Edsall – 2 original water-

color paintings for silent auction
• Fresh Thyme – gourmet popcorn 

for the concession stand
• World Digital Imaging – design 

and print services, 30th anni-
versary magnets included in gift 
boxes for attendees.

(Above, and left): Good friends, 
good work, and a great cause were 
celebrated during Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Association’s 30th Annual 
Meeting with the theme, “Dinner 
and a Movie.” 
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Beaver Creek Wetlands Association: You Can Play A Part

The key to the success for any 
non-profit group like the Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Association is to 
have a board composed of commit-
ted trustees that together provide a 
diversity of skill sets and talents. 
That has certainly been the case for 
BCWA over the years. 

However, we now have several 
vacancies on the board, and many 
of the existing board members will 

reach the end of their term limits 
in another year. We are at a point 
where we are seeking new trustees 
to help with the good work that 
needs to be done to move the As-
sociation forward. The main char-
acteristics we are seeking are:
• Commitment. Trustees are ex-

pected to prepare for and attend 
board meetings, participate in 
one of the Association’s com-
mittees, assist with periodic 
festivals and programs, and 
collaborate with other board 
members.

• Specific skills. Trustees with 
skills and experience in finance 
and accounting, fundraising, 
public relations, legal work, 

marketing, and graphic design 
are especially needed.

• The single biggest need we 
have right now is for a trea-
surer. 
The Beaver Creek Wetlands As-

sociation is a proven success in the 
region. Being a part of this impor-
tant work would allow you to apply 
your unique talents to measurably 
protect, manage, and promote the 
natural wonders of the Beaver 
Creek Wetlands. My guess is that 
you would make lasting friendships 
along the way. 

Please come forward if you 
are interested. You can contact me 
directly at president@beavercree-
kwetlands.org.

—Dave Nolin

Rewards Programs & Donation Drives
 Your purchases at these businesses can benefit BCWA!

Dorothy Lane Market
Good Neighbor Program
If you are a member of Club DLM, 
you can designate the BCWA (char-
ity ID 671) as your preferred char-
ity.  Either go to the service desk 
at your local DLM and complete 
an application or register online at 
https://www.dorothylane.com/club-
dlm/goodneighbor.pl. 

Kroger
Community Rewards Program
You can register your Kroger Plus 
card online and link it to BCWA’s 
NPO number 46587 at www.kroger-
communityrewards.com.  Every 
time you make a purchase with 
your Kroger Plus card, BCWA will 
benefit!  
Beaver Creek Wetlands Association, Inc. is also a listed charity on Amazon Smile. 

Fresh Thyme Farmers Market
Giving Bag Program
When a shopper purchases a reus-
able Giving Bag featuring the Giv-
ing Tag for $2.99, they are given 
the opportunity to direct the $1 
donation to a local non-profit that 
is important to them (if the shopper 
does not direct the donation, the $1 
will automatically be directed to 
the non-profit chosen each month 
by store leadership).
AND… because you’re not using 
paper or plastic single-use bags, 
you’re helping the planet at the 
same time. 
https://freshthyme.bags4mycause.com

Thank You, Donors!
More than $1142 was collected 

during various spring fundraisers 
for BCWA, including:
• Knollwood Garden Center 
• Pies & Pints Fundraiser at The 

Greene Town Center
• Yellow Springs Brewery’s 

BCWA Fundraiser
• Fresh Thyme Farmer’s Market 

Giving Bag Program
• Kroger Community Rewards
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Baltimore Checkerspot Facts

Use Your for BCWA!
What’s your superpower? How 

could it help preserve our wet-
lands?  Maybe you’re not feeling 
much like the Avengers or even 
the Incredibles, but let me explain. 
BCWA relies on members and vol-
unteers to do almost all of our great 
work. Here are some examples of 
super powers which might be lurk-
ing in you right now, just waiting to 
be turned loose for the good of the 
wetlands. Maybe you could learn 
enough about an area to lead a hike 
or host an educational program. 
Maybe you are really good at kill-
ing invasive species or fundrais-
ing. Maybe you would be willing 
to make a presentation to a plan-
ning commission or a rotary club. 
Maybe you’d really like to staff the 
BCWA booth at fairs and tell the 
public about our great organization. 
You might even organize a group 
of volunteers to plant trees or do 
other wetland restoration. 

How can you develop super 
powers like this?  Consider becom-
ing an advisor. What’s an advisor, 

you ask?  It’s like a super member 
with powers you develop while 
helping preserve your wetlands. 
How do I know?  Because before 
you put your confidence in me 
recently for the job of trustee, I was 
an advisor for several years. Here’s 
my story. 

A few years ago, I was new to 
the area and itching to get outside. 
I looked up BCWA because I heard 
they were doing good things and 
I thought it would be fun to swing 
a hammer and build some board-
walks. I did that and it was great. 
I met lots of dedicated people in 
the organization and I learned a 
ton by listening to them. Pretty 
soon I was asked to do other kinds 
of work such as land management 
(I had never met a honeysuckle 
before much less killed one). I 
kept learning. I learned to use a 
chainsaw and learned about herbi-
cide management. I learned about 
plants and critters and pretty soon 
I started doing some other things 
like helping with administrative 

things, manning booths, as well as 
going on and leading hikes. I was 
asked to come to a board meeting 
to give a short presentation about 
some things I was doing and before 
I knew it, bam…I was an advisor. 

My story isn’t exactly Captain 
Avenger stuff but that’s the point. 
With a bunch of help from some 
really great people, I got involved 
and developed a few skills which 
have helped us conserve our wet-
lands and educate folks about 
them. Back in the day (way back in 
1990), BCWA had as many as 16 
advisors to the board. These folks 
did a whole bunch of different 
things according to their particular 
talents. They might not have been 
super heroes like we see on screen 
but they were super members. Your 
BCWA still needs folks to tackle all 
the things I discussed above. Your 
volunteer trustees work extremely 
hard but we could really use a su-
per member just like you to allow 
us to do so much more. If you’re 
interested, let us know – we’ll help 
you develop your powers. 

—Eric Bee

The Baltimore checkerspot but-
terfly is named for George Calvert, 
the first Lord Baltimore of the U.S. 

colonial period. Its colors match his 
heraldic shield.

Eggs are laid in a mass on the 
leaves and stems of the larval host: 
in the Beaver Creek Wetlands, the 
butterly lays eggs on turtlehead 
plants at Siebenthaler Fen.

Larvae of the Baltimore check-
erspot begin life feeding in a mass 
in a silk nest. Later, more mature 
larvae leave the nest and feed soli-
tarily.

The Baltimore checkerspot 
inhabits swamps, fens, and wet 

meadows. It can be found in lo-
cal colonies over much of Ohio. 
Baltimores feed on milkweed 
nectar. Colonies of this butterfly 
are intensely localized, but large 
numbers are usually present when 
found. Here in Greene County, 
their flight period ranges over May 
and June.

Sources: ODNR, http://wildlife.
ohiodnr.gov/species-and-habitats/spe-
cies-guide-index/butterflies-skippers/
baltimore-checkerspot, and BCWA 
advisors.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 M
ik

e 
M

us
ha

la



8  Spotted Turtle—Summer 2018
Continued on page 9

A Brief History of the Beaver Creek – Part 9

• This series started with the summer 2016 edition of the Spotted Turtle Newsletter.
• In Parts 1 & 2, the natural history of the valley of the Beaver Creek and the impact of humans on the 

landscape were explored. 
• In Parts 3 & 4, the removal of the Harbine Mill Dam on the Beaver Creek and the petition to “improve” 

the Beaver Creek were discussed.
• In Parts 5 & 6, after having decided that the improvement to the Beaver Creek was needed, the Com-

missioners approved the Engineer’s report and a contract was awarded for the improvement. 
• In Part 7, the construction of the improvement of the Beaver Creek had been finished approximately 

halfway when problems occurred where Gray’s Run entered the channel.
• In Part 8, the Commissioners had received and approved a petition to change the channel of the creek, 

which became known as the Sheppard Alteration. After winning a court proceeding on the alteration, 
the Commissioners ordered the Engineer to proceed with the plans for the change.

It is now October, 1916 and 
the Engineer is working on 
finalizing the report on the 

Sheppard Alteration of the Beaver 
Creek Improvement. He had pre-
sented a report on June 8, 1916 that 
stated the alteration would cover 
3050 linear feet and 16,404.9 yards 
of material would need to be re-
moved. Also included in the report 
were the specifications for the work 
to be done, which were the same 
as the specifications in the original 
contract, and an engineer’s plat of 
the alteration. The Commissioners 
at that time approved the report ex-
cept for the cost of the project. The 
project had been put on hold while 
it was contested in Probate Court.

Meanwhile, work continued 
on the improvement north from 
Ankeney Mill Road and it was now 
a year past the original proposed 
finish date of October 1, 1915. The 
Commissioners visited the work 
in progress to determine if any-
thing could be done to speed up 
the completion of the project. The 
contractor was still having prob-
lems with quick sand and the fact 
that the banks kept collapsing as 

the work progressed. 
In the meantime, Mr. Harsh-

man communicated his intention 
to file an appeal of the Probate 
court ruling and the Commission-
ers met on October 19, 1916 to 
considered “the matters growing 
out of said appeal.” Having de-
cided that not enough information 
was available to fully discuss this 
matter, the Board adjourned to give 
the Engineer more time to gather 
data to better inform the Board. 
On November 3, 1916 the Board 
received the report of the Engineer 
but then decided that after receiv-
ing the report and “not having time 
to properly consider the several 
questions,” adjourned until No-
vember 9, 1916. On November 9, 
“the County Surveyor appeared 
and made his report which was ac-
cepted and placed upon the files.” 
The Board then decided to adjourn 
this matter until December 5, 1916, 
which “was fixed as the time and 
place for the hearing of applica-
tions for appropriation of lands 
taken therefore, or damages that 
persons affected by said alteration 
and improvement.” The Clerk was 

then “authorized and directed to 
publish, in the names of the Board, 
a notice, for three weeks,” in the 
two Xenia, Ohio newspapers and 
addressed “to those whom it may 
concern, affected by the estab-
lishment and construction of the 
alteration of said channel of Beaver 
Creek the time and for the final 
hearing and conformation of said 
Surveyor’s report, and all other 
matters concerning the same”.

While all of this was happen-
ing, the land owners in the vicinity 
of the Harshmanville and Beaver 
Road (now New Germany Trebein 
Road) had petitioned the Commis-
sioners for a change in the course 
of the main channel of the Beaver 
Creek and a rechanneling of the 
Kendig Spring Branch through 
the Kendig and Hower proper-
ties. (The Hower property is now 
known as the Koogler Wetland/
Prairie Reserve and the Kendig 
Spring Branch is the small stream 
that flows under the Beaver Valley 
Road and the New Germany-Tre-
bein Road where they intersect and 
then follows the New Germany-
Trebein Road east).
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A Brief History of the Beaver Creek – Part 8, continued
Continued froM page 8

The Commissioners had visited 
the projected site of this alteration 
several times, “as required by law,” 
and had decided the change would 
be, as noted before, “conducive to 
the public health, convenience and 
welfare.” To facilitate the construc-
tion of this alteration without the 
contractor falling further behind, 
the property owners were ordered 
to make their lands ready for the 
project. 

On November 4, 1916 the 
Board placed a special assessment 
of $100.00 against the lands of 
Martin Kline due to the expenses 
incurred by the county Engineer in 
removing willow trees and other 
obstructions from the line of the 
Beaver Creek Ditch construction. 
These expenses were incurred 
because Mr. Kline had failed to re-
move “the obstructions as ordered 
and instructed by the Engineer.”

On November 8, 1916 “the 
board proceeded to the line of the 
channel of the Beaver Creek on the 
farm of A.D. Kendig, and exam-
ined the said channel with the view 
of improving the same at that place. 
After looking over the surround-
ings together with the Engineer, 
it was considered best to adjourn 
action until a later date.” 

The date for the final reading of 
the Engineer’s report on the Shep-
pard alteration at Grays Run came 
on December 5, 1916. After the 
Engineer appeared and made his 
report, and after some discussion, 
the Board decided to meet again on 
December 21 “for further consider-
ation.” At the December 21 meet-
ing, they eventually adjourned until 

January 5, 1917 when they could 
further discuss this project. 

Meeting in special session 
on January 5, the Board deter-
mined “that due and legal notice 
has been given for the length of 
time required by law to all lot and 
land owners.” The Engineer again 
presented that 3,050 linear feet, or 
16,404.9 cubic yards of material 
needed to be removed at $.15 per 
yard for a total of $2460.73 with 
engineering expenses of $131.24 
plus damages and compensation 
paid to the land owner of $1625.00 
for a total of $4,216.97 for the 
project. Also included in the report 
were the specifications for the work 
to be done, which were the same 
as the specifications in the original 
contract, and an engineer’s plat 
of the alteration. The Board then 
proceeded to examine the report 
and assessments as presented by 
the Engineer and determined that 
the “said report and apportionment 
are in all respects, in our opinion, 
are not fair and just, according to 
the benefits to be derived from the 
proposed alteration.” The Board 
then passed a resolution that adjust-
ed the assessments “by deducting 
from the lot and land owners lying 
below the outlet of said improve-
ment” and “that the amount deduct-
ed be added to the lot and landown-
ers above said outlet.”

Meanwhile, the improvement 
of the channel of the Beaver Creek 
continues and the Board has been 
asked to alter the channel in the vi-
cinity of Harshmanville and Beaver 
Road. With the Court proceedings 
arising from the alteration in the 

area of Grays Run, the Board asked 
the county Prosecutor, Harry D. 
Smith, to research the Ditch Law 
on “the legal right of the Board to 
change or alter the course of a ditch 
improvement after the adoption 
of the report of the Engineer.” On 
January 8, 1917 the Board received 
the report from the Prosecutor 
which read in part: “I am satisfied 
that the Board cannot legally do 
so, except with the consent of the 
owner of the property where such 
change located, or by the regular 
proceedings, petition etc., for the 
alteration.” The Prosecutor sum-
marizes his report by saying “the 
alteration you are contemplating 
seems to be a necessary change of 
channel for the further good of the 
improvement, but my opinion is 
that such an alteration can be made 
only by consent of the property 
owners affected, or by alteration 
proceedings, the same as used in 
the Sheppard-Harshman altera-
tion.”

With this conclusion presented 
by the county Prosecutor, the 
Board met in special session on 
February 23, 1917 due to “there 
being some question in regard the 
route of Beaver Creek Channel 
Ditch Improvement through the 
Hower and Kendig farms, and ac-
cording to previous arrangements 
the County Commissioners went 
along said line of improvement on 
above named farms, but not being 
fully determined in regard to said 
change,” the Board adjourned until 
March 3, 1917 when they would 
meet with concerned land owners 
in the Commission chambers.

—Richard Swigart
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Mike Mushala’s photos at Siebenthaler Fen: (clockwise, from top left) Great crested flycatcher along the boardwalk; 
Red headed woodpecker in flight; Red shouldered hawk with a snake; River otter:“At 7:15 this morning (July 7) I heard 
crunching in the fallen branches just above the old beaver dam. It was an otter eating something. Lighting was terrible, 
looking right into the sun as well as reflections off the water. Never did get a good look at this one, but two others were 
seen and one crossed over the dam.” Also: Queen of the Prairie in bloom.

Wetland Wow Moments at Siebenthaler Fen!
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Spotted Turtle Name and Logo: 
Noted area wildlife artist Charley 
Harper generously donated the art for 
our logo in 1988. His work has been 
adopted by the National Park Service 
and is appreciated worldwide. Our 
newsletter recognizes the Spotted 
Turtle as an icon for the many rare 
animals and plants protected in the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands. 

Submissions, Questions, or
Comments:  
We rely on members like you to make 
this newsletter the product of many 
diverse voices. If you have an idea for 
an article or a picture to include, please 
send them to admin@beavercreekwet-
lands.org  Also, we welcome any com-
ments or questions. For submissions, 
questions, or comments, please include 
“newsletter” in the subject line of your 
e-mail. We reserve the right to edit for 
content or clarity. 

Change of Address/Email
Members, please don’t forget to 
contact us if you move or change your 
email address: admin@beavercree-
kwetlands.org. We want to ensure that 
you receive your issue of The Spotted 
Turtle!

Donations of Land/Easements: 
If you are interested in donating land, 
placing an easement on property, or 
remembering the BCWA in your will, 
please don’t hesitate to call the Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Association at (937) 
320-9042. 

BCWA Annual Report:
Copies are available by request. E-
mail the office at admin@beavercree-
kwetlands.org or call (937) 320-9042. 

Join the 

Choose your member level below:
 $5 Student 
 $10 Senior (60+)
 $15 Individual 
 $25 Family

education programs, habitat restoration  
and management of our preserve. 
Please make your check payable to BCWA and 
mail to: BCWA, P.O. Box 42, Alpha, OH 45301
Name 

Address

Phone  

Email

BCWA Today!
Help reclaim our local wetlands corridor  
and restore its natural beauty and function. 
Your member dues fund land acquisition, 

A 501(c)(3) land  
trust organization.  
Your donation is  
tax deductible. 

Endowment Fund
Our Endowment Fund contains 

more than $240,910. Did you know 
you can leave a bequest in the form 
of a life annuity? Planned giving can 
result in tax savings and/or income to 
you, while leaving a legacy of conser-
vation.

The BCWA Endowment Fund is 
a permanent savings plan to help en-
sure that BCWA continues to protect 
wetlands for future generations. The 
BCWA Endowment Fund may accept 
many types of planned, deferred, and 
outright gifts that can actually increase 
the value of your estate, enabling you 
to do more with what you leave for 
others.

Spotted Turtle Society mem-
bers include anyone who has made 
a gift to the Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Association Endowment Fund.

 I would like to learn more about gift 
options to help grow the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Endowment Fund. Please 
contact me about planned giving.

 I have already included BCWA in my 
estate planning. I would like to become 
a member of the Spotted Turtle Soci-
ety.

 I wish to make an outright gift payable 
to ‘”BCWA Endowment Fund”.

Please return to:
Beaver Creek Wetlands Association
Attn: Endowment Committee
P.O.Box 42, Alpha, Ohio 45301

Planned Giving:

For information on a variety of planned giving options, call or write to us, 
visit our website: http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org/supportus-plannedgiving.html
or contact The Dayton Foundation directly. 

Founded in 1988, the Mission of the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands Association is 
to protect the wetland ecosystem in 
the Beaver Creek watershed through
partnerships, community networks, 
and public education.

 $35 Contributing
 $50 Supporting 
 $100 Patron
 $1,000 Life

... or, join us online:
http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org/supportus-membership.html 
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This River otter was spotted at Siebenthal-
er Fen on Saturday, July 7. Mike Mushala 
has documented several sightings; the 
otters are making themselves at home! 


