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Beautiful New Educational Panels at 
Siebenthaler Fen Are a Must-See!

A $4,000 Green Light grant 
provided BCWA with funds to 
design, produce and install in-field 
educational materials and signage. 
It is part of a $25,000 project to 
improve the educational value and 
community awareness of BCWA 
activities and was funded by a 
grant from the Warren E. Milten-
berger Fund of the Dayton Founda-
tion. 

Each of the four panels explains 
aspects of the fen as follows:
1. An overview of the reserve and 

wetlands and the area wildlife 
ecosystem;

2. Photos and captions showing 
what plants and animals to look 
for in the area;

3. An explanation of the unique 
attributes that create a fen and 
the bio-system in it;

4. An explanation of how the wet-
lands protect the local ecosys-
tem, and what visitors can do 
to help protect the environment 
and the wetlands.
The first visitors to see the pan-

els were 32 students and 2 teachers 
from Stivers School for the Arts 
and there is a similar set of pan-
els on display at the Beavercreek 
Library. Additional educational 
signs and posters will be produced 
and installed through much of the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands using funds 
raised in last year’s Fall Fundrais-
ing Drive. 

—Jim Amon

We are over the moon about our new kiosk panels! Many thanks to BCWA 
Advisor Art Helmstetter for his grantsmanship and project management, 
to Dr. Jim Amon, Technical Advisor, for providing content for this inter-
pretive signage, and to designer Josh Koenig for his beautiful work. 

Watch for BCWA’s 
Fall Fundraiser

With your contribution to 
the fall fundraising campaign 
the vision of a trail-connected 
system of protected lands will 
be initiated. Thank you!

Federal employees, please con-
sider making your contribution 
to the Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Association, CFC #72199.

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Ji

m
 A

m
on



2  Spotted Turtle—Fall 2018

President’s Message:  Making Progress on BCWA Goals

In the last newsletter I shared 
with you the Wetlands Asso-
ciation’s new Vision to connect 
the various trail systems in the 
corridor together, and develop 
new ways to help our partners 
(and ourselves) care for the 2,000 
acres of protected lands along the 
Beaver and Little Beaver Creeks. 
Already two projects have been 
designed to get the ball roll-
ing. Our partners to the north, 
the BW Greenway Community 
Land Trust and the City of Fair-
born, are working on obtaining 
grant funding to purchase a tract 
along Beaver Creek, plus build a 
pedestrian bridge over the creek, 
and to connect Community Park 
to Valle View Park, a big step for-

ward to connecting the trail south 
along the corridor. Similarly, we 
submitted a grant application to 
restore a 47-acre tract adjacent 
to our Dane Mutter Prairie. If 
approved, this project will con-
vert an abandoned crop field to a 
diverse prairie, restore a degraded 
wetland to a diverse one, and 
provide another trail connector 
down to the Beaver Creek Wet-
land Nature Reserve. The grant 
for this project requires a 25% 
match, so our fall fundraiser 
has the exciting goal of raising 
these funds to allow the project 
to move forward. Here is a great 
opportunity to make a significant 
conservation project possible, so 
please help if you can!

Last year BCWA, with the 
help of Art Helmstetter, submit-
ted and received a four-thousand-
dollar grant from the Dayton 
Foundation to upgrade the kiosk 
at Siebenthaler Fen. With these 
funds four beautiful panels were 
designed and installed there last 
month. Another set is currently 
on display in the Beavercreek 
Library. It’s definitely worth the 
walk down the boardwalk or a 
trip to the library to see them!  
This is just the beginning of our 
efforts to upgrade and increase 
our signage about the wetlands 
and BCWA to increase visitor 
awareness of these beautiful natu-
ral areas.

—Dave Nolin

You Can Impact the Future Today - The Beaver Creek Wetlands Association Endowment Fund

The Spotted Turtle Society is the 
name for contributors to the Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Association Endowment, 
a fund  to protect and preserve unique 
natural areas in the wetland corridor long 
into the future. Funds donated to the 
BCWA Endowment are managed by The 
Dayton Foundation. 

The Dayton Foundation is an orga-
nization that receives and administers 
funds from private individuals and orga-
nizations to benefit charitable entities. 
The funds are invested and managed 
to receive a higher return than ordinary 

banking resources. Giving to the foun-
dation provides a tax benefit to those 
donors who are able to make a charitable 
gift.

At this point, the funds donated to 
the BCWA Endowment are not used for 
day-to-day operations of BCWA, but are 
designed to increase in value in order to 
preserve the Beaver Creek Wetlands for 
future generations. The principal is not 
touched and only the interest will be 
used.

One does not have to be wealthy to 
contribute to an endowment fund. Much 

like a savings account, small amounts 
add up, but with much greater return. 
BCWA can now accept gifts of cash, secu-
rities, life insurance, retirement assets, life 
estates, charitable annuities, bequests 
and many other planned and deferred 
giving options. 

To learn more about giving to the 
BCWA Endowment, please contact The 
Dayton Foundation at 40 N. Main St. 
Suite 500, Dayton, Ohio 45423, 937-222-
0410 or online at 

www.daytonfoundation.org. A form is 
available at 

http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org/
documents/bcwa_endowment.pdf  that 
will help you with the donation.

Please consider making an invest-
ment in the future of the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands that may provide our grand-
children and great grandchildren a place 
of awe and wonder. If you are able to 
donate, contact The Dayton Foundation 
and designate the funds for BCWA.

—Carol Amon
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Volunteer Activity
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BCWA’s volunteers have been 
busy all summer!  The land man-
agement crews have kept trails 
and boardwalks trimmed at Fair-
born Marsh, Koogler Wetland/
Prairie Reserve, and Siebenthaler 
Fen. Work needs to be done every 
couple of weeks to keep the paths 
open for visitors to easily access 
each site.  There are always inva-
sive plants to control – the summer 
targets were purple loosestrife and 
Phragmites in wetland areas, teasel 
and the woody invasives in the 
drier areas. Invaders include honey-
suckle, autumn olive, privet, buck-
thorn, Ailanthus (tree of heaven), 
and Callery pear. The rapid spread 
of narrow-leaved cattails is threat-
ening diversity at both Koogler 
Wetland/Prairie Reserve and Zim-
merman Prairie and is being ad-
dressed. At Hagenbuch Reserve, 
understory shrubs were planted on 
the north side of the Little Beaver 
Creek where honeysuckle had been 
previously cleared. All these shrubs 
were donated by volunteers as 
root sprouts or saplings from their 
properties – bladdernut, wafer ash, 
spicebush, elderberry, wahoo, and 
gray dogwood. A few specimens of 
each of these species were “liber-
ated” during honeysuckle removal, 
so this planting augmented their 
numbers. These new shrubs were 
watered when needed throughout 
the summer, as were the nearly 200 
young trees in the two reforestation 
areas at Fairborn Marsh. Volunteers 
also tended the Monarch Waysta-
tion, adding new plants and keep-
ing them watered until established 
(and trying to protect them from 
the resident groundhog!), remov-
ing any invasive plants, but mostly 

interacting with people passing by 
on Creekside Trail, showing them 
butterflies and caterpillars, polli-
nators of all types, and answering 
questions about the flowers.

Land management volunteers 
included Jim Amon, Eric Bee, Skip 
Beehler, Matt Biggers, Ed Bog-
den, Jean Burdeshaw, Matt Cary, 
Wayne Cook, Aaron Deckard, Lois 
Gschwender, Art Helmstetter, Deb-
bie Karr, Patrick Kennedy, Mark 
Lentin, Jim Lucot, Meg Maloney, 
Anthony Ngo, Dave Nolin, Pavan 
Patel, Vipul Patel, Kathy Potter, 
Sarah Potter, Karen Power, Rich-
ard Swigart, TJ Theopolos, Hitesh 
Trivedi, Tom Whitman, Alex 
Zelles, Anthony, plus Liam Ham-
mond and volunteers from Troop 
#14 for his Eagle Scout Project.

In addition to land management 
activity, volunteers also prepared 
membership mailings and staffed 
BCWA’s booth or display table 
at many events – Yellow Springs 
Street Fair, Little Miami River Fes-
tival, Pollinator Expo at the Wright 
Memorial, Fairborn 4th of July pa-

rade and preparations, Scenic Riv-
ers Event at Clifton Opera House, 
Midwest Native Plant Conference, 
and Fairborn Sweet Corn Festival. 
They also led hikes – a late evening 
hike at Koogler Wetland/Prairie 
Reserve, a dragonfly/damselfly-
themed hike at Siebenthaler Fen, 
a hike visiting the sites along the 
Little Beaver Creek, plus an “open 
house” at the Monarch Waystation. 

Volunteers for these activi-
ties included Deb Adams, Eric 
Bee, Skip Beehler, Ed Bogden, 
Ann Byrd, Wayne Cook, Joy Das, 
Carol Dudley, Rob Evans, Niki 
Foor, Lois Gschwender, Ellen 
Guest, Debbie Karr, Jim Lucot, 
Tom Misenko, Mike Mushala, 
Dave Nolin, Jacob Nolin, Margie 
Perenic, Kathy Potter, Sarah Potter, 
Judy Renz, Sue Rytel, Jim Schnei-
der, Sundar & son Ranga, Richard 
Swigart, TJ Theopolos, JT Tirpack, 
Ray Wylam, Alex Zelles, and Mike 
Zimmerman.

Our thanks to all volunteers for 
their time and efforts to benefit the 
Beaver Creek wetlands!

—Debbie Karr

Oops! Fallen Tree Damage on the Siebenthaler Fen Boardwalk. 



4  Spotted Turtle—Fall 2018

Eagle Scout Project Makes New Trail

My name is Liam Hammond, 
and I built a trail for my Eagle 
Scout Project at the Koogler 
Wetland/Prairie Reserve. The old 
trail was built next to a creek that 
flooded in storms which led to it 
being destroyed. We built the new 
trail to withstand the elements. 
The new trail has 4x4s on both 
sides and gravel 4 inches thick in 
order to prevent it being washed 
out and eroded.

The bulk of the project took 
place on August 4, 2018. The peo-
ple that helped me are as follows: 
my Mom and Dad helped me with 
the project along the way. Mr. 
Trivedi and Dr. Amon planned 
the project’s main steps and what 
was to be done for the project. 
They also helped to arrange cer-
tain parts of the project and kept 
everything in order for the project. 
Mr. Frazier, from Greene County 
Parks & Trails, gave permission 
to start the project and helped 
to supply most of the materials. 

Mr. Trivedi and Dr. Amon from 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands As-
sociation also laid out the trail and 
provided some of the materials. 
The list of people that helped to 
build the trail is as follows: Wil-
liam Kirchner, Jacob Wahlaquist, 
Mr. Hammond, Mrs. Hammond, 
Mr. Wahlquist, Dr. Amon, Wesley 
Hodson, Peter Taylor, Spencer Lee, 
Michael Leishman, James Leish-
man, Mr. Leishman, Mr. Hub-
bard, Mr. Trivedi, Josh Hammond, 
Andrew Hammond, W.T. Pearce, 
Mr. Lee, Tesia Kellar, Mr. Foster, 
Mr. Hancock, Mr. Connell, Mrs. 
Badders, Mr. Merrill, Katelyn Mer-
rill, Tanner Merrill, Trevor Merrill, 
Bryant Martin, Zackary Martin, 
Jacob Martin, Tyler Martin, Henry 
Taylor, Hyrum Taylor, Mr. Lowe, 
Bonnie, Isaac, and Mr. Hodsan. 
The total time spent on this project 
was 122 hours.

I have included a picture of the 
finished trail. I am thankful for any-
one who came and helped and also 

for Mr. Trivedi and Dr. Amon for 
setting up this project and provid-
ing materials. I am also thankful 
for Mr. Frazier for approving my 
project and suppling the materi-
als. Without them, I would not 
have been able to complete my 
project and get my Eagle.

—Liam Hammond
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Liam Hammond With His Volunteer Crew; Many Volunteers, 122 Hours

Completed Trail Section at  
Koogler Wetland/Prairie Reserve

Liam Hammond
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Science Corner:  Phillips Park Nest Box Trail

When I accepted responsibil-
ity for monitoring the 7-box Phil-
lips Park nest box trail a couple 
of years ago, I didn’t realize how 
much life and death drama would 
be involved. 

Carolina Chickadees are early 
nesters and begin building their 
mossy nests in early April. Howev-
er, they are frequently evicted when 
House Wrens return from their 
wintering grounds in early May. 
This year, chickadees had com-
pleted nests in two of the boxes, 
and both were evicted by House 
Wrens before any eggs were laid. 
Also evicted was a Tree Swallow, 
which had completed a nest and 
had 5 eggs, all removed by a House 
Wren, who then took over the nest 
box.

When we speak of invasive 
species in this newsletter, the 
emphasis has been on plants. For 
a nest box trail monitor, the non-
native invasive species of concern 
is the House Sparrow. This non-na-
tive bird is a cavity nester and can 
enter a box designed for bluebirds 
(1.5” diameter opening). Not only 
will they evict other species from 
their nest boxes, they will also kill 
nestlings and even adults of other 
species. This happened again this 
year at Phillips Park – House Spar-
rows killed a female Tree Swallow 
on her nest. There was also House 
Sparrow intrusion involving an 
Eastern Bluebird box. There were 
four eggs in the nest, but then they 
started to disappear. I found them 
destroyed on the ground nearby. 
It was a couple of days before I 
sighted the culprit – a male House 
Sparrow. The males become very 
territorial, so it is important that 

they do not claim the box. Work-
ing with Bethany Gray of the Ohio 
Bluebird Society, we again made 
modifications to the box to dis-
courage the House Sparrow. It was 
eventually trapped in the box, but 
escaped (twice). The male bluebird 
was then trapped unintentionally 
and scolded me as he was released. 
I was concerned that he wouldn’t 
return after that experience. One 
more try and the male House Spar-
row was successfully captured and 
released in a different part of the 
property. Evidently he was spooked 
enough that he didn’t return.

During this struggle, I contin-
ued monitoring the other boxes. 
The routine was to check the boxes 
in the upper portion of Phillips 
Park, then sit at a picnic table in 
the gazebo to record the informa-
tion before proceeding to the boxes 
in the lower portion of the park. 
I heard bluebirds fussing in the 
tree by the gazebo – fussing like 
they do when their nest box is ap-
proached. When I got up from the 
picnic table to check, both the male 
and female dive-bombed me, again, 
like they do when their nest box 
with nestlings is approached. I then 
discovered that the posts of the ga-
zebo were riddled with woodpecker 
holes. The bluebirds evidently took 
up residence in a post on the north 
side of the gazebo!  It took a few 
visits, but I was able to ascertain 
which hole was their entry into the 
post. Unfortunately, the mechanic’s 
mirror I use to peek into boxes was 
too large to fit in this opening, so 
there is no record of number of 
nestlings. Just from the behavior, 
though, a brood was successfully 
fledged! This was surprising, espe-

cially because of the high human 
activity at the gazebo!

The good news is that bluebirds 
returned to the box that experi-
enced House Sparrow intrusion and 
successfully raised a brood – again, 
not without drama, for a House 
Wren removed 2 of the eggs. This 
was unusual, as this box is out in 
the middle of a mowed field, dis-
tant from the tree line,- which is the 
normal habitat for the wrens.

All told, Eastern Bluebirds 
nested successfully in three boxes, 
with a total of 12 fledglings, and 
House Wrens nested in three boxes, 
with a total of 18 fledglings. Tree 
Swallows and Carolina Chickadees 
were unsuccessful this year.

This nest box trail will have 
some adjustments again next spring 
to remove the boxes frequented by 
the wrens and perhaps make modi-
fications to the remaining boxes 
to discourage use by wrens. Their 
numbers are healthy and they don’t 
need housing assistance!

—Debbie Karr

Eastern Bluebird Photographed at 
Siebenthaler Fen (2017)
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Dane Mutter Prairie Dedicated
On July 14th, the Beaver Creek 

Wetlands Association honored 
founding member Dane Mutter 
with a ceremony dedicating the 
Dane Mutter Prairie. Dane helped 
acquire this piece of land in the 
wetland corridor that has been 
converted from a soybean field to a 
prairie full of wildflowers.

Dane has been a major player 
in the region’s conservation and 
land stewardship progress. His 
charm and warmth combined with 
his knowledge of the natural world 
is a combination that gets others 
to see his perspective and support 
conservation efforts. 

After completing a degree in 
Wildlife Management at The Ohio 
State University, Dane worked in 
the field of conservation for several 
years, eventually becoming the   

Director of Aullwood Children’s 
Farm near Dayton. The last 22 
years of his “official” conservation 
duties were spent as Associate Di-
rector of the Dayton-Montgomery 
County Park District, now known 
as Five Rivers Metroparks.

After two days of retirement, 
Dane became the first Executive 
Director of the Beaver Creek Wet-
lands Association. Dane contacted 
everyone who might be interested 
in seeing their land protected as 
part of the Beaver Creek Wetlands. 
He worked with BCWA volunteers 
and trustees to write grants to fund 
projects to acquire, enhance and 
restore portions of the wetlands.

One project that has had last-
ing impact on all Ohio wetlands 
was his participation in the Ohio 
EPA’s Public Advisory group on 

water quality regulations. Input 
from Dane and others in  BCWA 
helped form regulations that protect 
wetlands from destruction.

The Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Association seeks to protect the 
wetland ecosystem in the Beaver 
Creek watershed through partner-
ships, community networks and 
public education. BCWA supports 
the retention of wetlands within 
the protection corridor and encour-
ages the restoration of wetland and 
traditional upland habitats, such as 
forests and prairies. BCWA pro-
motes the use of these protected 
areas for education, research and 
recreation.

The Dane Mutter Prairie is 
located near the Hunter’s Pointe/
Hunter’s Ridge neighborhoods on 
Beaver Valley Road and the Beaver 
Creek.

—Carol Amon

Dane Mutter Speaks at the Dedication Newly Dedicated Dane Mutter Prairie in Bloom.
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Bob Siebenthaler ... A Life Well Lived.

The Miami Valley and the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands lost a 
long-time friend and leader with 
the passing of Robert K. Sieben-
thaler on October 3rd. A review of 
Bob’s contributions to the Miami 
Valley shows a life well lived, and 
a strong community spirit. Some 
examples of this public service 
include service in the Korean 
war, recipient of the prestigious 
Citizen Legion of Honor Award by 
the President’s Club of Dayton in 
2010, and serving as an important 
leader on the board of Five Rivers 
MetroParks for 21 years. In addi-
tion to running the Siebenthaler 

Company, Bob contributed to 
many community groups including 
Dayton Rotary, Ohio Nurseryman’s 
Association, National Landscape 
Association, Salvation Army 
Board, Dayton City Beautiful 
Commission, and the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Association.

I met Bob over thirty years 
ago, before BCWA was formed. A 
small group of us were trying to 
do something to protect the spec-
tacular wetlands along the Beaver 
Creek. The most impressive sec-
tion was owned by the Siebenthaler 
Company, the back portion of a 
large tract they had purchased to 

establish a nursery. We contacted 
Bob, and showed/slogged him 
through the wetlands. Being a 
conservationist and horticultur-
ist, he was impressed. I remember 
clearly how he expanded the tour 
that day by driving us around off 
road zooming up and down hills 
and pastures of the Company’s land 
in his sedan to give us a tour. How 
that vehicle survived and didn’t get 
stuck I’ll never know, unless it was 
simply driving skill. A few years 
later, thanks to Bob’s conservation 
spirit, the Siebenthaler Company 
sold the wetlands that we now 
call the Siebenthaler Fen and the 
Beaver Creek Wildlife Area to The 
Nature Conservancy. The Con-
servancy then sold the land to the 
Ohio Department of Natural Re-
sources Division of Wildlife. When 
the boardwalk was established 
at Siebenthaler Fen in the early 
1990’s Bob paid for the genera-
tor for the power tools needed for 
boardwalk construction. Bob also 
funded the cost to construct the 
overlook tower in the fen, which 
was named “Nan’s Tower” after 
Bob’s sister Nan at Bob’s request. 
Bob served as an important advisor 
to BCWA for many years, and was 
vital to our group’s formation and 
success. Thank you so much, Bob!

—Dave Nolin

Jim Amon (l.) and Bob Siebenthaler on the Siebenthaler Fen Boardwalk

Fall Hunting
 September is when much of the hunting permitted in Ohio starts. Some of the trails in the Beaver Creek Wetlands are 
owned by The Ohio Division of Wildlife and you may encounter people hunting on your walks out there. The major areas 
in which to take care are the Beaver Creek Wetlands Wildlife Area on New Germany Trebein Road and Siebenthaler Fen on 
Fairground Road. It is a good idea to wear brightly colored clothing during this time and to stay on the prepared trails. It is 
also a great time to hunt with your camera so take it along but be careful and watch for hunters. Other areas throughout 
the corridor of wetlands that runs from Fairborn to Beavercreek at the Little Miami River are non-hunting areas except on a 
few privately owned lands.
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The Oaks 

This fall BCWA is planting its 
final round of trees on our prop-
erty at Fairborn Marsh. BCWA 
purchased the property in 2000 to 
protect the wetland, but over half 
of the tract was a crop field. For 
the last several years we have been 
planting trees into this field with 
the goal of establishing a forest 
next to the wetland. Most of the 
trees that have been planted are 
oaks, and there are some very good 
reasons to do this.

There are nine species of oak 
native to the Beaver Creek wa-
tershed, and they are especially 
important to forests and wildlife for 
several reasons:

Oaks are hardwoods. They 
grow relatively slowly compared 
to most other trees. This makes for 
strong, durable wood and long-
lived trees. Oak leaves are food for 
many species of native insects, and 
their seeds, acorns, are vital food 
for many types of wildlife. An oak 
will produce few or no acorns for 
several years, then have a “mast” 
year. When that happens, the tree 
will produce massive quantities 
of acorns, sometimes covering 
the ground under the tree in Sep-
tember. The reason they do this is 
to overwhelm the creatures that 
eat the acorns with food, particu-
larly squirrels and blue jays. These 
creatures love to eat the nutritious 
acorns, and if there were just a 
few nuts on the ground they would 
all be eaten. In a mast year, these 
creatures bury many of the seeds 
for future meals a short distance 
away from the tree. Fortunately, 
their memories are not that good 

or something happens to them. 
The seed they “stored” turns out 
was also expertly planted, and the 
acorn sprouts the following spring. 
They need to grow in an open area 
because oak seedlings are intoler-
ant of shade.

In pioneer times oaks made up 
the largest percentage of our local 
forests. However, 
forest managers have 
noted a major decline 
of oaks throughout 
the Midwest. There 
are several reasons for 
this:

Oak lumber is 
very valuable, and 
the large seed-bearing 
trees are often selec-
tively cut from forests 
and woodlots.

The reproduc-
tive strategy of oaks 
is to utilize wildlife 
to move the seeds a 
short distance and 
plant them in an open 
area. Unless there is 
an abandoned field 
next to a masting oak 
tree there is nowhere for the seeds 
to grow. Conversely, if a conserva-
tion organization has an abandoned 
field that they want to grow back 
to a forest, it will only have oaks if 
there are large mast producing trees 
next to the field. Unfortunately, that 
is not the case most of the time, 
and fields like this are colonized 
by trees that have seeds that blow 
in the wind like box-elder, or seeds 
that are eaten and “deposited” by 
birds like black cherries or invasive 

Callery pears.
The large increase of white-

tailed deer populations has reduced 
oak reproduction. Deer love acorns 
and if there are too many deer they 
will eat a large percentage of them 
even in a mast year. Deer also love 
to eat the leaves of oak seedlings, 
and bucks will choose the strong 

oak saplings to rub the velvet off 
their antlers in the fall, stripping 
the bark from the young trees. 

So, BCWA is giving oaks a 
helping hand, and planting trees, 
that once established, will provide 
food and shelter for wildlife, and a 
healthy forest of native trees per-
haps for centuries. Thanks to all the 
volunteers and members who have 
made this possible!

—Dave Nolin

Young Bur Oak Tree
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Wright Patterson Air Force Base Pollinator Expo

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base hosted its second annual Pollinator Expo on June 20, 2018, at the Wright 
Brothers Memorial (Huffman Prairie Flying Field Interpretive Center). This year’s expo highlighted conserva-
tion efforts for the monarch butterfly. Beaver Creek Wetlands Association was among more than 30 organiza-
tions participating in this educational event.

Chestnuts
The American Chestnut Foun-

dation has been cross-breeding 
chestnut trees with a Chinese 
relative to incorporate resistance 
to chestnut blight, a disease that 
was imported many years ago. 
Lately, they are using some of the 
most advanced methods of ge-
netics to splice in the resistance 
genes very precisely with little, if 
any, carryover from the Chinese 
variety. This gives a new level of 
hope for recovery of the American 
Chestnut. The American Chestnut 

was once a very common tree in 
our forests and was used by many 
kinds of wildlife. The wood was 
very resistant to rot, too. Reintro-
duction of this once important tree 
has exciting possibilities but it will 
take time and careful planning. It 
is possible that the forests have 
changed in ways that the tree might 
need to adapt to. 

From 8/7/2018 Division of 
Wildlife, Fall 2018 Wild Ohio 
Magazine.

Gathering Chestnuts, 1878, by 
JW Lauderbach
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Hope Taft, First Lady of Ohio from 1999-2007, giving her 
presentation on the heritage and pollinator garden at the Ohio 
governor’s mansion.

Volunteer Bethany Gray, receiving the Ohio 
Certified Volunteer Naturalist program’s 
Award for Excellence in Stewardship, Citizen 
Science and Education from Bill Schieman. 
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        News and Notes

Retired? Field work is fun!
If you like the out of doors we 

just might have something for you to 
enjoy. During the week when every-
one else is working we have folks 
that go out into the wetlands and do 
whatever needs to be done! All of us 
who are doing it now really enjoy 
it. We learn new things, too. We do 
things like controlling the advance of 
invasive plants, repair the rough spots 
in the boardwalk and trim the always-
growing vegetation that hangs over the 
trails. Sometimes we have to water the 
trees we have been planting. We never 
completely know what’s next. That is 
the nature of conservation. We prob-
lem solve.

Most of us have little or no ex-
perience in doing what we do but we 
figure it out. We have a few people 
with experience to call on when we 
are stumped. We try to work around 
the weather that is sometimes too hot 
or rain that is too heavy or lightning 
to avoid. We just do what we can and 
when we can do it. Often, we just have 
two or three people doing the jobs and 
we could use more and that is where 
you might come in. What ever your 
schedule, we adapt. Some can join us 
every day, most can do it just now and 
then. That is OK. 

There are many other things go-
ing on, too. If you want to get on our 
mailing list to be notified of upcoming 
opportunities just contact our admin-
istrative coordinator* and ask to be 
included. We don’t expect you to be 
able to do all of them but when you do 
just one now and then it really helps us 
preserve and protect what we all love, 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands. 

*admin@beavercreekwetlands.org

The Spotted Turtle
Our newsletter is one of our 

primary ways of staying in contact 
with you. The BEST way to get the 

newsletter is on-line. That way you 
can, with a click, access links that take 
you to more information, more op-
portunities or just something special. 
If you still receive our Spotted Turtle 
newsletter by mail you should know 
that you can save us money by getting 
it electronically. Please note: we guard 
our mailing list strongly. It is not given 
out or sold to other organizations. It is 
used solely for communication with 
our followers. 

If you would like to contribute 
to this newsletter, we would love to 
hear from you. We publish a spring, 
summer, winter and fall newsletter, 
with deadlines for submission on the 
15th of November, February, May, and 
August. Please email our editors at 
newsletter@beavercreekwetlands.org.

The Spotted Turtle
Boletines informativos 

Nuestro boletín es una de nuestras 
formas principales de estar en contacto 
con usted. La MEJOR forma de recibir 
el boletín es en línea. De esta forma, 
con un clic, puede acceder a los en-
laces que lo llevan a más información, 
más oportunidades o simplemente algo 
especial. Si todavía está en nuestra 
lista para recibir nuestro boletín de 
The Spotted Turtle por correo, debe 
saber que puede ahorrar dinero al 
obtenerlo electrónicamente. Tenga en 
cuenta: protegemos nuestra lista de 
correo con fuerza. No se entrega ni se 
vende a otras organizaciones. Se usa 
solo para nuestra comunicación con 
nuestros seguidores. 

Fall is the time for giving
This year we start a project that 

we hope will carry us forward in our 
new vision for the Beaver Creek Wet-
lands Association for many years to 
come. We are beginning to work with 
our many partners to join the current 
access trails with a longer trail con-

necting all of them. This will take lots 
of time and effort and your help will 
be important. It is an exciting goal and 
we will be applying for grants to help. 
Stay tuned for more information.

El otoño
El otoño es el momento de dar 

Este año comenzamos un proyecto 
que esperamos que nos lleve adel-
ante en nuestra nueva visión para la 
Asociación de Humedales de Beaver 
Creek por muchos años más. Estamos 
empezando a trabajar con nuestros 
muchos socios para unirnos al camino 
de acceso actual con un camino más 
largo que los conecta a todos. Esto re-
querirá mucho tiempo y esfuerzo y su 
ayuda será importante. Es un objetivo 
emocionante y solicitaremos subven-
ciones para ayudar. Estén atentos para 
más información.

We are grateful to Felipe Nazario-Romero 
for the Spanish translations in this issue of 
The Spotted Turtle.

Update your email address!
 Please make sure your email 

address is up-to-date in our office. 
We send out important information 
about programs and opportunities via 
our email based notification system. 
This enable us to keep you informed 
and give you many chances to see or 
do neat things. Remember, we do not 
sell or distribute our mailing list. It is 
purely for internal use. You may also 
take a look at our Facebook postings 
to see some really cool things go-
ing on in the wetlands. Contact us at 
admin@beavercreekwetlands.org to 
make any additions or changes in your 
email information.
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Spotted Turtle Name and Logo: 
Noted area wildlife artist Charley 
Harper generously donated the art for 
our logo in 1988. His work has been 
adopted by the National Park Service 
and is appreciated worldwide. Our 
newsletter recognizes the Spotted 
Turtle as an icon for the many rare 
animals and plants protected in the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands. 

Submissions, Questions, or
Comments:  
We rely on members like you to make 
this newsletter the product of many 
diverse voices. If you have an idea for 
an article or a picture to include, please 
send them to admin@beavercreekwet-
lands.org  Also, we welcome any com-
ments or questions. For submissions, 
questions, or comments, please include 
“newsletter” in the subject line of your 
e-mail. We reserve the right to edit for 
content or clarity. 

Change of Address/Email
Members, please don’t forget to 
contact us if you move or change your 
email address: admin@beavercree-
kwetlands.org. We want to ensure that 
you receive your issue of The Spotted 
Turtle!

Donations of Land/Easements: 
If you are interested in donating land, 
placing an easement on property, or 
remembering the BCWA in your will, 
please don’t hesitate to call the Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Association at (937) 
320-9042. 

BCWA Annual Report:
Copies are available by request. E-
mail the office at admin@beavercree-
kwetlands.org or call (937) 320-9042. 

Join the 

Choose your member level below:
 $5 Student 
 $10 Senior (60+)
 $15 Individual 
 $25 Family

education programs, habitat restoration  
and management of our preserve. 
Please make your check payable to BCWA and 
mail to: BCWA, P.O. Box 42, Alpha, OH 45301
Name 

Address

Phone  

Email

BCWA Today!
Help reclaim our local wetlands corridor  
and restore its natural beauty and function. 
Your member dues fund land acquisition, 

A 501(c)(3) land  
trust organization.  
Your donation is  
tax deductible. 

Endowment Fund
Our Endowment Fund contains 

more than $248,218. Did you know 
you can leave a bequest in the form 
of a life annuity? Planned giving can 
result in tax savings and/or income to 
you, while leaving a legacy of conser-
vation.

The BCWA Endowment Fund is 
a permanent savings plan to help en-
sure that BCWA continues to protect 
wetlands for future generations. The 
BCWA Endowment Fund may accept 
many types of planned, deferred, and 
outright gifts that can actually increase 
the value of your estate, enabling you 
to do more with what you leave for 
others.

Spotted Turtle Society mem-
bers include anyone who has made 
a gift to the Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Association Endowment Fund.

 I would like to learn more about gift 
options to help grow the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Endowment Fund. Please 
contact me about planned giving.

 I have already included BCWA in my 
estate planning. I would like to become 
a member of the Spotted Turtle Soci-
ety.

 I wish to make an outright gift payable 
to ‘”BCWA Endowment Fund”.

Please return to:
Beaver Creek Wetlands Association
Attn: Endowment Committee
P.O.Box 42, Alpha, Ohio 45301

Planned Giving:

For information on a variety of planned giving options, call or write to 
us, visit our website: http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org/supportus-planned-
giving.html

or contact The Dayton Foundation directly. 

Founded in 1988, the Mission of the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands Association is 
to protect the wetland ecosystem in 
the Beaver Creek watershed through 
partnerships, community networks, 
and public education.

 $35 Contributing
 $50 Supporting 
 $100 Patron
 $1,000 Life

... or, join us online:
http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org/supportus-membership.html 
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Who benefits from wetlands preservation? 
ALL of us ... including this magnificent 
young hawk, photographed by Mike 
Mushala at Siebenthaler Fen.


