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Envisioning a Connected Wetlands Corridor

Enjoying the Wetlands

There are many amazing places 
in the Beaver Creek Wetland Cor-
ridor that together with our part-
ners, we’ve worked hard to protect 
and preserve. Unfortunately, people 
can’t enjoy many of the sites 
due to poor accessibility, lack of 
wayfinding signage, and disjointed 
trails. As you heard at our Annual 
Meeting this year, in collaboration 
with Greene County Parks & Trails 
and multiple other entities, we 
have a vision to change that!

We are about to embark on an 
exciting 5-year journey to enable 
greater access throughout the entire 
corridor. Our vision is to partner 
with multiple entities to create an 
interconnected trail system of more 
than 25 miles of surface trails and 
boardwalks that will allow you and 
your family an inspiring place to 
hike, stroll, walk, or run. It is an 

A Virginia Rail visits Siebenthaler 
Fen boardwalk.

ambitious project, but one needed 
now more than ever. COVID-19 
has shown us just how important 
it is to have access to safe green 
space. When complete, people will 

have an expansive, safe, outdoor 
area to enjoy.

We are working with our part-
ners to carefully route the trail to 
pass by significant points of inter-
est, engaging people with vistas, 
memorable backgrounds, and beau-
tiful up-close experiences. The trail 
system will have enhanced natural 
surface trails and 5-foot wide 
boardwalks made of eco-friendly 
decking. Our intent is to allow easy 
access, with many loops and spurs 
so you can enjoy it whether you are 
out for ½ hour or several hours. 

We are continuing restoration 
work in conjunction with the trail 
system to ensure the long-term 
health of the ecosystem. As you 
know, our wetlands play a key role 
in: 
1. filtering pollutants and replen-

ishing the aquifer (our main

Calendar?

To those of you who pur-
chased a planner for the year 
2020, we feel your pain! Many 
BCWA events went by the way-
side, including a Tree Distribu-
tion in April, the BCWA food 
booth at the Knollwood Garden 
Party, Wetland Art Show at the 
Gallery at Lofino Plaza (resched-
uled to 2021), the BCWA Annual 
Meeting (it went virtual), 4th of 
July Parades, Fairborn’s Sweet 
Corn Festival and Beavercreek’s 
Popcorn Festival.

The Tree Distribution for 
those who lost trees in the 2019 
tornado is tentatively set for Sat-
urday, October 24, 2020 in the 
parking lot of Be Hope Church 
in Beavercreek. We are planning 
for  a socially distanced, safe and 
orderly distribution. Details will 
be provided on social media as 
they are available. 
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Envisioning a Connected Wetlands Corridor
Continued from Page 1

* Draft Map of Phase 1. Final locations of boardwalks, bridges, and trail rout-
ing may change or be re-phased due to environmental or other challenges.

source of drinking water), 
2. mitigating flooding of our 

neighborhoods and businesses, 
3. acting as a carbon sink to com-

bat climate change, and
4. creating habitats for a variety of 

animal species.
Through collaborative dis-

cussions with 18 different sister 
environmental organizations and 
government entities, we have 
developed a comprehensive Vision 
document for the project. In design-
ing the interconnected trail route, 
we have created a multi-phase plan. 
In partnership with Greene County 
Parks & Trails, Beavercreek Town-
ship, and the City of Beavercreek, 
the first phase is scheduled to begin 
this November with completion 
anticipated in the summer of 2021. 
Phase 1 will provide:
• 4 Miles of Wetland & Prai-

rie Trails;
• 1/2 Mile of Wetland Board-

walk;
• 3 New Bridges;
• 2 Viewing Platforms;
• 1 Observation Deck
• 2 Information Kiosks;
• 7 Educational/Interpretive 

Signs;
• 6 Benches; 
• 2 Bike Rack Stations; and 
• A Restored Native Prairie at 

Rotary Park.
In concert with our partners, 

we continue to refine the details for 
Phase 1*, but as you can see it is 
shaping up to be fantastic!

Visit our website to find the 
Trail Vision document, additional 
information about the trail plans, 
and a cool video of the location 
planned for the trail improvements 

and boardwalk in Phase 1. 
Although planning with our 

partners is well under way, we 
can’t realize this Vision without 
your help. We need our members 
to step forward and help us plan a 
successful public Kick-off Cam-
paign for the Trail Project. Whether 
you have past fundraising experi-
ence, or want to help with outreach 
or other activity planning, we want 
you! Contact our Executive Direc-
tor, Blythe Hazellief at (937) 705-
0681 or director@beavercreekwet-

lands.org) to volunteer your talents. 
As we build toward this Kick-

off Campaign, we want to show the 
public how awesome our BCWA 
membership is by making a big 
dent in the funds needed for Phase 
1, and by lining up lots of volun-
teers to help with restoration work 
and trail/boardwalk construction. 
We already have 100% participa-
tion from the BCWA Trustees and 
Advisors including a matching 
challenge fund for our Fall Fun-

Continued on Page 3
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President’s Message: Working on Promises

Back in the fall of 2018, BCWA 
launched a campaign to raise funds 
to restore land along Beaver Creek 
in what we have been calling the 
Hunter’s Pointe Reserve. This 
53-acre tract, owned by Beaver-
creek Township, contained a large 
abandoned crop field and a very 
degraded wetland dominated by 
invasive reed canary grass. We 
wrote a Clean Ohio grant appli-
cation to cover ¾ of the cost to 
restore the land, but BCWA would 
have to provide 25% of the cost 
of the restoration. We asked our 
members to help us raise the neces-
sary $20,000.00 to cover this cost. 
You came through in a big way, 
allowing the project to proceed. We 
hired a consultant, Cardno, to plant 

a prairie in the old crop field, and 
replace the reed canary grass with a 
diversity of native wetland plants.

It takes 3-5 years for a planted 
prairie to become established from 
planted seeds, so time will tell how 
well that will turn out. The wetland 
however, was restored with live 
plugs and shoots of native plants. 
The transformation there is already 
impressive with a diversity and 
beauty far beyond what was there 
before. Swamp milkweed, cardinal 
flower, monkey flower and many 
other summer wetland flowers 
compliments a backdrop of native 
grasses and sedges, while bees and 
butterflies perform their pollinator 
services. Like all restorations, this 
one will take some stewardship to 

Before (L): Invasive Reed Canary Grass and Purple Loosestrife.  After (R): A diversity of native plants and 
pollinators (Swamp Milkweed, in foreground, is loved by pollinators).

draising Campaign where they 
have committed to match up to 
$25,000 in donations by our mem-
bers through October 31st. Help us 
double our money by being part of 
this challenge match and donating 
today! You can donate and/or vol-
unteer by visiting our website at: 

www.beavercreekwetlands.org/
Whether you choose to help 

with your time, your talent, or your 
treasure … choose to make a dif-
ference, and together we’ll be tak-
ing an unbelievable wetland walk 
next year!

—Kenneth Moran

Continued from Page 2
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Monkey Flower

help this wetland complete its 
recovery, but here is a picture of 
what the land looked like before 
and some of how it looks now. 
Thank you for your contributions! 
That and the Clean Ohio Fund 
made it possible.

—Dave Nolin

Cardinal Flower
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Volunteer Corner

The COVID-19 pandemic 
hasn’t stopped our dedicated 
volunteers for the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Association! Initially, 
our land management committee 
kept work crews informed with 
emails detailing the locations 
needing work and the tasks to be 
accomplished. As the shutdown 
eased, a COVID-19 policy was 
developed based on the State of 
Ohio’s recommendations. See 
page 9 for details of this policy. 

The Sunday morning work 
crew continued to trim board-
walks at Koogler Reserve and 
Siebenthaler Fen on an every 
three or four week basis. Other 
Sundays have been spent at the 
James P. Amon Biodiversity 
Reserve (JABR) where we trim  
the recently widened Marsh Trail. 
We also trim inside and around 
the 356 tree cages  of the trees 
planted in 2016, 2017, 2018, and 
2019 with the same regularity. 
A few repairs to tree cages are 
needed during each outing. The 
Sunday crew of Hitesh Trevidi, 
Matt Biggers, and Skip Beehler 

has recently been aided by new 
volunteer, John Williamson. 

During the weekdays, mowing  
the tree watering paths at JABR 
every three or four weeks has been 
ongoing. Watering the newly- 
planted (2019) trees occurred five 
times and watering all of the trees 
one time. 

In the JABR prairie areas, 
we have cut, treated and chipped 
woody invasives. We filled several  
groundhog holes in the Marsh Trail 
with larger stone that was found 
onsite. With the John Deere tractor 
and flail mower, we widened the 
firebreaks within the prairie and 
along the forest edge.

At Dane Mutter Prairie, we 
mowed the perimeter twice and 
have begun the process of pushing 
that trail back to being closer to the 
trees along the property border to 
allow for more space for prairie. 
Early in the summer, we cut, treat-
ed, and chipped woody invasives 
in the prairie. In August, we began 
purple loosestrife (PLS) control  by 
mowing a concentrated  area with 
the BCS flail mower, and where 

Jim Schneider, headed off the page 
with the BCWA tractor and a new 
chipper, February 2020.

A beautiful June day for mowing at 
James Amon Biodiversity Reserve

it was sparsely growing, we cut 
PLS flower tops and removed 
them from the prairie. 

Weekday volunteers included 
Jim Schneider, Jim Amon, Dave 
Nolin, Wayne Cook, Abram 
DaSilva, Skip Beehler, John Wil-
liamson, Ken Moran, and stu-
dent volunteer, Josh Orlett, who 
brought some friends along to 
work too.

Hunter’s Point (32 acres) was 
mowed with two tractors with 
flail mowers in the first week of 
June. Our John Deere was one 
of the tractors accomplishing 
this three day task. Dave Nolin, 
Wayne Cook, Abram DaSilva, 
and Skip Beehler were the tractor 
operators. 

The ditch that carries storm 
water from Blacksmith Lane to 
the Beaver Creek was cleaned 
by our volunteers in the spring. 
We removed a pickup truck load 
of trash. That same ditch harbors 
many invasive trees and will be 
a future cutting and chipping 
project.

—Skip Beehler

Playing in the mud: native plant 
installation at Pearl’s Fen in May

Volunteer Corner 
Continued on Page 5
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Monarch Waystation
In early March, volunteers 

began work at the Waystation 
by manually breaking up the 
standing dead stalks from previ-
ous year’s growth. Two weeks 
later, we experienced very heavy 
rain, causing the Little Beaver 
Creek to overflow its banks. The 
entire Waystation was underwa-
ter!   This is to be expected in 
the floodplain, although in the 
early years of the project, it was 
quite concerning to see purple 
coneflowers floating on the water 
as though they were water lilies. 
The floodwaters recede quickly, 
just leaving silt in its wake (and 
unfortunately, washing in the in-
vasive lesser celandine). Anyway, 
on this occasion, the flood waters 
picked up all the dead stalks and 
washed them downstream, leav-
ing a pile about 3’ tall and 25’ 
long, extending onto the bike 
path. It took a while to clean it all 
up and redistribute it. The flood-
ing also deposited a layer of silt 
on the landscaped edge, creating 
the need to scoop out and replace 
the woodchips. Thanks again this 
year to Ed Bogden for filling 11 
garbage cans of woodchips from 
the Greene County yard waste site 
and hauling it to the Waystation. 
Kathy Potter & I each made a trip 
to finish up.

After the flood debris was 
cleaned up, and before spring 
growth began, we attempted to 
get the problematic vines under 
control, including the non-native 
purple wintercreeper and the na-
tive poison ivy. With each pass-
ing year, the numbers of invasive 

Volunteer Corner, Continued

biennials have been reduced, but 
there are always some to remove to 
keep it under control. This includes 
poison hemlock, garlic mustard, 
teasel, Queen Anne’s lace, and 
white and yellow sweet clover. 

Jerusalem artichokes were 
planted in the floodplain to mingle 
with the cup plant, figwort, and 
green-headed coneflowers, and the 
newer section was planted with 
more wild bergamot, butterfly 
weed, flowering spurge, smooth as-
ters, whorled milkweed, and hoary 
vervain.

As always, the landscaped edge 
is maintained by trimming, edging, 
and weeding.

Be sure to visit this summer 
– as of this writing (mid-July), 
the Waystation is in early sum-
mer bloom with nearly 25 species 
flowering and more coming on. In 
August, the color palette will shift 
from primarily yellow to the deep 
magenta/purple of ironweed and 
blazing star and the soft pink of 
Joe-Pye weed.

The coronavirus pandemic has 
curtailed the number of volunteers 
who are actively maintaining the 
Waystation – it is a small area 
compared to other properties in the 
Beaver Creek wetlands and only 
a few have come out each time 
to maintain the appropriate social 
distancing.

Volunteers thus far this year 
have included Ed Bogden, Lori 
Burger, Lois Gschwender, Debbie 
Karr, Jim Lucot, Kathy & Sarah 
Potter, and Richard Swigart.

—Debbie Karr

Milkweed and Wild Bergamot at-
tract a Tiger Swallowtail butterfly 
at the Monarch Waystation.  
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Saturday Work Crew
A shout-out to our Saturday 

work crews, who have been out in 
the wetlands every weekend since 
spring! COVID-19 hasn’t slowed 
or stopped their work.

Many of the folks in ths Satur-
day crew have volunteered literally 
for decades—these are some of 
the most dedicated volunteers in 
BCWA.

BCWA treasures each of our 
volunteers ... young and old, new 
and experienced. Contact us today 
(see page 11 of this newsletter) for 
fun, friendship, and meaningful 
work outdoors in the wetlands. 
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Continued on Page 7

Science News
Ohio Dragonfly Survey - Beaver Creek Wetlands

Ohio Odonata (Dragonflies and 
Damselflies) were surveyed state-
wide in the years 2017-2019. This 
was the first statewide Odonata sur-
vey since the 1990s, and involved 
a coordinated effort from Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources, 
Ohio Odonata Society (OOS), and 
The Ohio State University. MaLisa 
Spring served as the statewide 
coordinator, Jim Lemon served as 
the Southwest coordinator. Several 
new species were recorded for the 
state during the survey, as well as 
many new county records. One of 
the outcomes of the survey will be 
a new field guide for Ohio Odona-
ta. Field Guide authors are MaLisa 
Spring, Jim McCormac, and Dave 
McShaffrey. The format will be 
similar to the recent Fishes of Ohio 
(Rice and Zimmerman) publication.

Some voucher specimens were 
collected, but the majority of the 
survey data came from photo-
graphic observations submitted to 
iNaturalist. iNaturalist is a global 
online system for gathering and 
vetting observations of biological 
life on the planet. It can be ac-
cessed through a web browser or 
various apps. During the survey 
period (2017-2019), a total 59,938 
records (voucher and iNaturalist), 
representing 149 species were sub-
mitted by 1,306 observers. 59,039 
of these records were evaluated to 
be “research grade” to species. This 
was a great citizen science effort 
- and tripled the size of the OOS 
database.

Dragonflies and Damselflies are 
aquatic as larvae (immature forms) 

and Beaver Creek 
Wetlands (BCW) 
is prime habitat. So 
how did we do? If 
we define a rect-
angle starting at the 
northeast corner of 
Pearl’s Fen and go-
ing southwest to the 
corner of Creekside 
Reserve, we can 
get data represent-
ing BCW—1161 
observations were 
recorded for the 
survey period, 
representing 62 
species (see the table for species 
and observation counts). 

The most commonly reported 
species was Blue-tipped Dancer, 
Argia tibialis—these are regulars 
on the boardwalk at Siebenthaler 
Fen, given its proximity to the 
stream. Ohio rarities that were 
observed in the BCW area include 
Clamp-tipped Emerald, Somato-
chlora tenebrosa; Mocha Emerald, 
Somatochlora linearis; Sphagnum 
Sprite, Nehalennia gracilis; and 
Red Saddlebags, Tramea onusta—
all at Siebenthaler Fen. Sieben-
thaler has a good population of 
Sphagnum Sprite and is one of the 
best places to see these rare, tiny 
Damselflies in Southwest Ohio.

One of the most unique ob-
servations for the whole survey 
was a female Riverine Clubtail at 
Koogler Wetland (Sarah White, 
2017). An adult Riverine Clubtail 
had not been reported in Ohio since 
1960, and there are only 15 other 

records in the OOS data going back 
to the 1880s. A female may indi-
cate a population somewhere in the 
area. The Riverine Clubtail’s habitat 
is medium rivers (i.e., Little Miami 
or Mad), and it is rarely seen.

One of the new species added 
during the survey is the Paiute 
Dancer, Argia alberta (Jim Lem-
on). Identification was confirmed 
from voucher specimens collected 
at sites including Oakes Quarry. 
Photo observations of Paiute Danc-
er were also made at Siebenthaler 
Fen. Paiute Dancer has now been 
documented at 9 sites in Cham-
paign, Clark, Greene, and Mont-
gomery counties. Most of these 
sites have breeding populations. 
This is a bit of a mystery. With 
only a few records in Indiana and 
Illinois, the next nearest breeding 
population seems to be nearly 500 
miles to the west. The Ohio habitat 
is emergent vegetation (primarily 
sedges) in shallow water and seeps. 

American rubyspot,
Beaver Creek Wetland Nature Preserve
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A Ray of Light In The Miami Valley During Our Struggles 
During the past 8 weeks 

while walking in area parks and 
preserves, I have been amazed 
and excited by how many 
families have made the deci-
sion to get outside. All of them 
were happy to be out and really 
enjoying themselves. This is a 
great way to fight the negative 
psychological impact of the 
pandemic. For me, it is nearly 
impossible to feel down when 
I am in nature and see how ev-
erything fits together, especially 
when I am with my family.

During these times of 
pandemic, global warming, 
flooding, water pollution and 
soil erosion our green spaces 
are critical for human well-
being. We have all felt the 
impact of these threats at an 
emotional level that increases 
our feeling of vulnerability. It 
is important to our mental and 
physical health and well-being 

to not only take time to enjoy 
our natural surroundings, but to 
also work to protect and pre-
serve them. 

It is critical that we not only 
preserve what we have today, 
but also increase these pro-
tected areas as our population 
grows and expands over greater 
areas. We have tens of thou-
sands of acres of parks in our 
area, and a small part of that 
area is its natural state. A num-
ber of these areas such as the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands, Glen 
Helen Preserve and Caesar 
Creek State Park, are supported 
by the work of volunteer natu-
ralists who restore and main-
tain natural park areas. We are 
truly blessed to have active and 
retired environmental profes-
sionals supporting these efforts 
along with other volunteers.

To continue the work that 
has gone on for more than 30 

years these organizations need 
the help of additional volun-
teers and funding. For example, 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Association works in more than 
2000 acres along the Beaver 
Creek and Little Beaver Creek 
eliminating invasive species, 
replacing them with native 
plants, and maintaining public 
access and trails. This is funded 
through membership fees of 
almost 500 people, donations, 
and grants. Your support is 
needed now to continue the 
work to maintain and grow 
these areas for future genera-
tions. I hope that you will make 
the effort to support the vol-
unteer groups working in your 
area who provide you with the 
opportunity to enjoy and learn 
about our natural world.

—Art Helmstetter*
*Art is a dedicated volunteer,  
strategic advisor and a dearly 
respected friend of BCWA. 

We may find additional locations within BCW as we look more.
Additional Ohio Dragonfly Survey related information can be found online at:

https://u.osu.edu/ohioodonatasurvey/
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/ohio-dragonfly-survey-ohio-odonata-survey
Questions can be sent to jlem@woh.rr.com

—Jim Lemon

Continued from Page 6

Ohio Dragonfly Survey
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Eagle Scout Project:  New Trail Completed!

As you will read elsewhere in 
this edition of the Spotted Turtle, 
BCWA has been working hard on 
a collaborative effort to design and 
install a system of trails and board-
walks in the Beaver Creek corridor 
connecting existing trail systems 
together into the “Spotted Turtle 
Trail.” An important section of this 
new system is complete, a .7-mile 
trail that connects The City of 
Fairborn’s Oakes Quarry Park with 
Greene County Parks & Trails’ 
Pearl’s Fen.

This new trail is a beauty. It 
follows Pearl’s Run along a unique 
fen wetland, floodplain woods, and 
a rocky cliff face. Here you can 
find spring forest wildflowers like 
Dutchman’s Breeches and Snow 
Trillium, and summer flowers like 
Joe-Pye Weed and Wood Mint in 
the wetland openings.

The trail is a true collabora-
tion. The tract of land between 

the two parks on which part of the 
trail passes was protected thanks 
to timely efforts by the B-W Gre-
enway Community Land Trust and 
the City of Fairborn. The trail be-
tween the two parks was installed 
by Greene County Park & Trails 
and the City of Fairborn Parks 
and Recreation Division on their 
respective sections.

Most recently, the trail was 
trimmed and finished by Boy Scout 
Troop 162 of Fairborn and Troop 
71 of Beavercreek. Scout Nolan 
Maguire led their efforts, earning 
him the rank of Eagle Scout.

The new trail can be accessed 
at Oakes Quarry Park or Pearl’s 
Fen, a new GCP&T park that has 
not been formally dedicated yet, 
but visitors are welcome. Be sure 
to walk the boardwalk loop at the 
fen too, it is a garden of rare plants 
in the late summer.

—Dave Nolin

Recently cleared trail from fen to 
woodland. 

Trail along the cliff face.

Spring wildflowers along trail.

Summer blossoms along Pearl’s 
Fen boardwalk.
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News and Notes
BCWA Office: Easier to Find!

In mid-July, Skip Beehler sent 
the photo below to show that the 
new sign for the BCWA office is 
now in place along Dayton Xenia 
Road. The office moved to the Bea-
vercreek Township office complex 
in November 2019.  

An Unwelcome New Pest
The Asian longhorned tick 

is an exotic East Asian tick that 
is known as a serious pest to 
livestock. U.S. Department of 
Agriculture first confirmed the 
presence of this tick in the U.S. in 
New Jersey in 2017.

Recently, this tick was found 
in Ohio on a stray dog from Gal-
lia County. A federal veterinary 
lab in Iowa has confirmed the 
identification. Since females of 
this species can reproduce with-
out a male, it only takes one to 
create an established population 
in a new location.

Asian longhorned ticks are 
light brown in color and are 
very small, often smaller than a 

BCWA and COVID-19 Policy
Please visit the BCWA Web 

page for info about visiting the 
wetland areas. We follow Ohio 
Department of Health guidelines: 
social distancing, wearing masks, 
and staying home if symptoms of 
COVID-19 are present.

Our Executive Director and 
Administrative Coordinator are 
mainly working from home. 
Please use the email contact list 
on page 12 of this newsletter or 
call (937) 320-9042. BCWA voice 
mail is checked frequently. In-per-
son meetings are by appointment, 
with everyone expected to mask 
up indoors and maintain social 
distance.

Our outdoor volunteer policy:
• All volunteers wear masks 

when working within six feet 
of another volunteer;

• No sharing of tools (bring 
your own if possible);

• Volunteer crews may be lim-
ited to 10 people;

• RSVP by email to sign up.
The land management team 

will provide additional instruc-
tions for safe volunteering on an 
as-needed basis.

Thanks to everyone for your 
understanding and help to keep 
us all safe and healthy! 

BCWA and Beavercreek Historical So-
ciety are neighbors again, as they were 
for years at the Coy House!  

Pearl’s Fen Dedication
Greene County Parks & Trails 

property Pearl’s Fen will be dedi-
cated on Thursday, September 
3, 2020 from 10 to 11 a.m. This 
mound fen contains hundreds of na-
tive plant species, providing habitat 
for a fascinating variety of life.

GCP&T is hosting a virtual 
event, so watch their Facebook 
page for a link to Facebook Live 
to include a virtual tour guided by 
BCWA’s Dave Nolin.

BCWA is beyond happy that 
this hidden gem is now available 
for the public to enjoy! 

sesame seed. They are difficult to 
detect due to their size and quick 
movement. They are known to 
carry pathogens which can cause 
disease in humans and livestock, 
and may also cause distress to the 
host from their feeding in large 
numbers.

Livestock producers and 
owners should notify ODA’s 
Division of Animal Health imme-
diately at 614-728-6220 if they 
notice unusual ticks that have not 
been seen before or that occur in 
large numbers on an animal. 

Download info from CDC here.

Asian longhorned tick
Haemaphysalis longicornis
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Installation of the Pearl’s Fen sign
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Wetland Wows

Redheaded woodpecker:  the reception committee at Siebenthaler Fen
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Field Notes from Mike Mushala:

For the past weeks Red-headed 
Woodpeckers have been spotted on 
the posts next to the Seibenthaler 
Fen parking lot. At the end of each 
walk, I check out the fence post 
line. I spotted a red-head on the 
ground.  I started to take pictures 
when it flew away. Getting home I 
noticed it actually captured a bug. 

 Last year I saw them catching 
bugs in the air. This time I see them 
getting bugs on the ground. Guess 
this explains the tendency to perch 
on the fence posts and look out 
over the grassy area.  

I heard some furious flapping 
and saw a young Blue Jay trying 
those early attempts at flight. The 
mom was overhead chirping away 
to encourage the little one. This 
was next to the kiosk in the area 
where I have been watching the 
Blue Jay nest. 

—6/18/2020

“Passion is lifted from the earth itself by the muddy hands 
of the young; it travels along grass-stained sleeves to the 
heart. If we are going to save environmentalism and the 
environment, we must also save an endangered indicator 
species: the child in nature.” 

—Richard Louv, author
Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-
Deficit Disorder
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Juvenile Blue jay photographed 
near the Siebenthaler Fen kiosk.

Pearl’s Fen in bloom, August, 2020.
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Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, 
BCWA volunteers stepped up to 
clear invasive species from our 
wetlands! Thank you! 

The Summer of 2020 has tested our patience; still, Nature is 
there for us. Have you considered volunteering in the Beaver 
Creek Wetlands? It’s good for the soul!

Founded in 1988, the Mission of 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands As-
sociation is to protect the wet-
land ecosystem in the Beaver 
Creek watershed through
partnerships, community
networks, and public education.
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Newsletter Submissions, 
Questions or Comments:

We rely on members like you 
to make this newsletter the product 
of many diverse voices. If you have 
an idea for an article or a picture to 
include, please send them to news-
letter@beavercreekwetlands.org

Also, we welcome any com-
ments or questions. For submis-
sions, questions, or comments, 
please include “newsletter” in the 
subject line of your e-mail. We 
reserve the right to edit for content 
or clarity. 

Beaver Creek Wetlands assoCiation, inC. is a listed Charity on amazon smile. 

Would you like to help reclaim our local wetlands corridor and restore 
its natural beauty and function? You can help with habitat restoration and 
management of our preserves, with education programs, and in many 
other ways.

Why volunteer?  Because you can:
• Learn a skill
• Meet kindred spirits
• Help your community
• Improve your health and strength
• Build self-confidence
• Add to your resume
• Have a great time
• Make a difference

Contact our volunteer coordinator: admin@beavercreekwetlands.org or 
call 937-320-9042.

Short on free time? Become a member ... join us online at: 
http://www.beavercreekwetlands.org/supportus-membership.html
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Cedar Waxwing at Siebenthaler Fen. What a beauty!
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Despite its pretty color, Purple 
loosestrife is a non-native invasive 
plant, a prolific seed producer that 
crowds out beneficial species. Here, 
it’s being deadheaded at Hunter’s 
Pointe by BCWA trustee Eric Bee. 


